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Lambda State to Welcome
Dr. David Mouser as Keynote Speaker
Dr. David Mouser is an educational
leader with a relentless interest in
issues of improving opportunities
for every student to excel. As
superintendent of Tri-Valley High School in Downs (IL),
Dr. Mouser models innovative leadership with a focus on
improving teaching and learning – for every student. He
has success providing perspective on the lasting IMPACT
that we all can make on students and each other. His
message incorporates personal experience, good and bad,
to encourage us to become better educators. Attendees will
walk away with a more positive outlook on their importance
in the classroom.
Dr. Mouser grew up on a grain farm in Normal, Illinois. He
graduated from Normal Community High School and is a
graduate of the University of Illinois with both Bachelor and
Master’s Degrees in education. He also holds an advanced
certification in Educational Administration from Illinois State
and a doctorate in Educational Leadership from Western
Illinois University.
As an educator, David was responsible for turning around
an agricultural program with only 25 students in 1997
to a program with over 165 students just one year later.
The Future Farmers of America Chapter ranked among
the best in Illinois and the United States. He continually

Mission Statement

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International promotes professional and
personal growth of women educators and
excellence in education.

Vision Statement

Leading Women Educators
Impacting Education Worldwide

had students that succeeded locally and at the state level
in various contests and activities. David was named the
McLean County High School Teacher of the Year in 2001.
He was named to the “Top 20 under 40” by the Bloomington,
Illinois Pantagraph in 2010. He currently serves as the
Superintendent at Tri-Valley CUSD #3 in Downs, Illinois.
Prior to that, he was the high school principal at Tri-Valley
High School. A year after his arrival, Tri-Valley High School
was named a Chicago Sun Times “Top 50” high school in
Illinois. In 2010, Tri-Valley High School was awarded the
National Blue Ribbon Award as one of the top high schools
in the nation.
David has had a long history in speaking and consulting by
being State Future Farmers of America President in 19931994 and participating in various speaking contests. He
won state and national competitions. Since that time, he has
spoken to thousands of people from different groups and
organizations that include adults and students. David has
provided keynote addresses and workshops to agricultural
organizations, business groups, educational organizations,
teachers, and schools throughout the Midwest.
Dr. Mouser’s messages focus on education, leadership,
motivation, and the importance of finding purpose through
impacting others in a positive way.

What’s Inside?
State Officers
Initiates,
White Roses

&

Personnel,

President’s Message

New
2

Supporting and Promoting Education in
Illinois, “Make the Block,” Music Note,
Lambda State Convention 2017
8

3

2017
Lambda
State
Convention
Information & Registration Forms 9-14

Looking for Members?, Scholarships
and Stipends, The Reading Corner
4
Foundation for Educational Studies
M. Josephine O’Neil Award
Creative Arts Retreat

5
6 -7

2017 Northeast Regional
Chapter News
Coordinating Council News
Statement of Ownership

15
15-20
20

Page 2 						Lambda State Newscaster 				 Winter 2016

2015-2017
Lambda State Officers
President
Sylvia Olson
sylviaeolson@gmail.com
First Vice President - Educational Excellence Chair
Dr. Debra LeBlanc
dleblancedd@gmail.com
Second Vice President - Membership Chair
Pam Painter
dkgsecondvice@gmail.com
Corresponding Secretary - Visitation Chair
Susan Dion
sddion56@gmail.com
Recording Secretary
Dr. Patricia Kubistal
pkubistal@aol.com

White Roses
In memory of those who have gone before us ~
Our Teachers ~ Our Mentors ~ Our Sisters~
Our Friends ~ Forever in our hearts.
Alpha

Alpha Sigma

10/03/2016

10/05/2016

Marjorie Peterson

Kathryn Desmet

Alpha Beta

Beta Delta

07/13/2016

05/05/2016

Delight Wier		

Dr. Barbara C. Brown

Alpha Delta

Beta Psi

07/23/2016

02/2016

Ursula H Maethner
Alice M Maresh

Florence Drazin

08/06/2016

Beta Upsilon

Alpha Chi

06/25/2016

Virginia Keegan

Phyllis Hombaker

09/22/2016

Christine Savoy
06/18/2016

Related Personnel
Treasurer
Sharon Vinson
sjvins4@gmail.com
‘
Executive Assistant
Dr. Kammie Richter
execassistlambdast@gmail.com
Parliamentarian
Carolyn Godby
recgodby@itv-3.com
Newscaster Editor
Pat DeWitt
dkg.pdewitt@gmail.com
Webmaster
Jean Tulin
jean.tulin@gmail.com

Websites
Lambda State:
www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/

Welcome New Initiates
Delta

Alpha Nu

Lambda

Joyce Ginder
Debby Smith

Sharon Black
Susan Jakovac
Sandy Martinson
Carole Thompson
Betty Dold
Jena Dold

Mu

Yolanda Grandberry-Pugh
Molly McGreevey
Patricia Walls
La'Shanta Williams

Alpha Kappa

Jennifer Bunton
Laurie Chapman
Lori Creamer
Bibi Eaton

Maureen Rogers
Lorna VanEs

Alpha Phi

Beta Epsilon

Shirley Smith
Therese VerHeecke
Megan Wilson

Beta Eta

Gail Mueller

Beta Tau

Carol Konvalinka

Gamma Zeta
Patti Bjornson

Alpha Lambda
Elizabeth Martin

International:
www.dkg.org

www.facebook.com/LambdaStateofDeltaKappaGammaSocietyInternational
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Lambda State
Growing, Changing, Standing Strong
Sylvia Olson
Lambda State President
2015-2017
The seeds of new leadership are
growing into strong saplings. New
chapter officers and committee
chairs are sinking their roots
into the wonderful traditions of
the Society while stretching their
branches to make changes that
meet the needs of their members. New members
are also “branching out” into the many opportunities
that are offered by Lambda State and the Society. I
encourage everyone to join us in Frontenac for the
Lambda State Convention, April 21-23, 2017. Melinda
Davis, Event Planning and Management Chair, and I
visited with the staff at the Hilton St. Louis Frontenac,
and they are excited that we have chosen to return
to their establishment for this convention. Debbie
LeBlanc, Educational Excellence Chair, has arranged
a fabulous pre-convention tour for Friday, April 21.
You can read more about the hotel, the tour, and the
convention in this issue of the Newscaster.
Lambda State visitors are enjoying their visits with
chapters. They are impressed with the wonderful ways
in which you are encouraging member participation
in your chapters and communities. It is exciting to
read the reports of the growth, change, and strength
in your chapters. Lambda State visitors are also
answering questions and addressing concerns during
these visits. Please remember that the Lambda State
leaders are always available to help you and your
chapter members in any way we can.
Last year was the first time I attended the Creative
Arts Retreat and I was hooked! I had so much fun
then, and it was no different this year. I have to admit
that many of my creations did not meet the standards
I had set for myself, but it didn’t matter! I had so much
fun and laughed so hard all weekend that I came
home feeling much healthier! Athena Columbus,
Women in the Arts Chair and her committee did such
an incredible job of providing so many sessions for
participants to experience the arts. Athena has shared

several photos of the fun we had in this issue. Please
put next year’s date, October 6-8, on your calendar
right now and consider attending the 2017 CAR. You
will not be disappointed.
Another wonderful event that Lambda State Sisters
can branch out to attend is the Legislative Seminar.
At the time this letter goes to print, I have made plans
to attend the Seminar on November 12. By the time
you read this, several Lambda State members will
have gathered in the Lincoln Library in Springfield
to hear the ups and downs of our legislative world.
I can’t thank Linda Lucke, Legislation Chair, and
her committee enough for finding such wonderful
speakers for this event.
There are several more opportunities that I want
to encourage you to consider. Mary Zeronas,
Achievement Award Chair, needs you to make
recommendations for the Lambda State Achievement
Award. Ursula Sihocky, Scholarship Chair, has money
to give Lambda State members for scholarships to
further their education, and stipends for members
to attend workshops for professional development.
LaVonne Chaney needs recommendations for the
2017-19 Lambda State officers, committee chairs and
committee members.
You may have noticed the theme of encouragement
throughout this message. Saplings must be
encouraged and nurtured in order for them to grow
into majestic trees. I see so much encouragement
and nurturing happening in Lambda State. Together
we really will help The Society and Lambda State
grow, change and stand strong.
Sylvia
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Looking for Members?
Pam Painter, Membership Chair

The DKG Society International developed new tools for
Membership in 2015. The Prospect Card (available on the
Lambda State Website - www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/)
is one resource for finding prospective members. Give
your chapter members Prospect Cards during a meeting
and ask them to complete the information for educators
they would recommend for membership. The Membership
Committee gathers the cards, and a vote is taken on the
prospective members during a chapter meeting.
A letter which can be found on the Lambda State Website
is sent to each prospective member inviting her to an
orientation session. It is always a good idea to invite all
chapter members to attend The Orientation Session as well
as prospective members. The “Big Picture” may be used
along with chapter information and members’ personal
stories. The honor of joining should be emphasized.
A decision to join can be made during the orientation
meeting. Form 11 should be completed to gather more
information about the initiate. The prospective member
should complete the Initiate Card and pay the $10 fee.
The final step is to send the initiation letter (available
on the DKG Website - www.dkg.org) to the prospects,
schedule the Initiation, prepare for the ceremony, and
welcome the new chapter members.

Scholarships and Stipends
Are Available
Jackie Bainter, Scholarship Committee Member

JANUARY 9, 2017. Why is that date important and why
should it be written in your datebook? It is the deadline for
the Scholarship and Special Study Stipend applications. This
isn’t for high school students; it’s for Lambda State members.
The purpose of the scholarships and special study stipends
program is to provide women educators with financial support
for graduate and/or undergraduate study, and to promote
professional and personal growth opportunities.
Are you working on an advanced degree? Are you working
on an endorsement? Did you take a workshop this past
summer? Did you attend the Creative Arts Retreat in
October? Do you want to attend the US Forum/National
Legislative Seminar on March 21-23, 2017, or the January
27, 2017 CTAUN Conference? Your fees could be partially
reimbursed this year or next year.
Go to the Lambda State Website, www.deltakappagamma.
org/IL/, click on Committees and then click on Scholarships.
You will find Criteria/Application, brochures, and a rubric the
committee uses to evaluate the applications.
Remember - the deadline is January 9, 2017.

Try this new way of recruiting members. I’ve heard that it
works well!

The Reading Corner
Judy Culver, Lambda State Literacy Committee Member

Greetings from the Reading Corner! In other words, the Lambda State's Literacy Committee incognito!
The Literacy Committee is very busy preparing for the Lambda State Convention in Frontenac, MO. on April 21-23
2017. We will not only conduct two book discussions, but will also sponsor the Literary Arts Recognition Program. Our
committee will be manning a large booth this year in the Chapter Mart to accommodate the many creative writings we
expect to be submitted from all the Lambda State chapters. Chapter literacy chairs can find the forms for the literary arts
submissions on the Lambda State Website on the Literacy page. Our final project is a book drive.
The Literacy Committee is asking that each chapter collect 3-5 new and gently used preschool and elementary school
books to be put into a "Lambda State Area" box at our booth. On Sunday at the Awards Breakfast, we will choose a lucky
chapter from each area to receive the books and share them with their community in any way they deem useful! We wish
all chapters good luck in the drawing, and we ask that the donations have the name of the chapter and “The Delta Kappa
Gamma Society International” written or stamped inside each book.
We would love to have 100 percent participation of all the Lambda State chapters for our book drive, book discussions,
and Literary Arts Recognition Program! Remember that the student creative writings can be across the curriculum:
reading, writing, science, math, and social studies. Drawings with the writings are also encouraged. All the little ones
LOVE writing about their pictures! The Literary Arts Recognition Program is pre-K through high school.
We will discuss the books Ties that Bind by David Isay and Nightingale by Kristen Hannah. Chair Cindy Roder and the
committee are looking into the possibility of offering PDs for book discussion participants. That would be a real bonus for
active teachers!
If you have any questions, please e-mail Literacy Chair Cindy Roder or Committee Member Judy Culver (judyjeanc@
comcast.net). We are hoping for lots of participation. Go-o-o-o-o Lambda State! Go-o-o-o-o-o Literacy!
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Support and Promote Education in Illinois
Marilyn Myers, Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies, Inc.

Individuals and chapters can provide financial support for the Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies in
2017. The Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies Inc. provides funds for members, chapters or coordinating
councils to support projects related to the improvement of education in Illinois. The funds for the selected projects come
from interest earned on investments; donations from individuals, chapters, special bequests; and proceeds from fund
raising projects.
You can also support the work of the Foundation through contributions. If you are interested in making an individual
donation, you can find the form for individual contributions below. The form can also be found on the Lambda State
Website. Individuals are encouraged to designate that contributions “go directly to fund stipends” so these funds can be
put to use as soon as possible. Undesignated contributions will be used for stipends.
***************************************************************************************************************************************

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
The Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies, Inc.
Key Women Educators
Supporting and Promoting Education in the State of Illinois
Donor Name____________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________
Amount given____________
Date: ___________________
I wish for this contribution to: (check one) ____ go directly to fund stipends
____ go to the invested principal
In honor of _______________________
Please send acknowledgement to
						
						

In memory of_______________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

Make checks payable to: The Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies, Inc.
Mail contributions to: The Lambda State Treasurer, Sharon Vinson, 11966 Tresemer Road, Roscoe, IL 61073-7708;
815-623-6857; sjvins4@gmail.com
The Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies, Inc. is recognized for exemption as a charitable organization
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Please consider remembering the Lambda State Foundation for
Educational Studies in your will with a bequest or an endowment. All contributions to the Foundation are tax deductible.

M. Josephine O’Neil Arts Award
Mary Stayner, Women in the Arts Committee Member

The Women in the Arts Committee is looking for young ladies who are majoring in one of the Arts (music, visual arts,
dance, or theatre) to apply for the M. Josephine O’Neil Arts Award. This award is given during the odd-numbered
years of each biennium to a young lady in or approaching her junior year in college. Each chapter is asked to seek
out these candidates in your area and sponsor them for this award. The application form is available right now on the
Lambda State Website and must be submitted by February 1, 2017. Don’t procrastinate…make it your chapter goal
to find someone to nominate! This award is in honor of the founder of the WIA committee, M. Josephine O’Neil. The
committee looks forward to honoring a deserving young woman at the 2017 Lambda State Convention in St. Louis. If
you have any questions, please contact the WIA Chair, Athena Columbus, at athenac13@comcast.net.
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Lambda State 37th Annual Creative Arts Retreat
Mary Stayner, Women in the Arts Committee Member

“Winter, Spring, Summer, or Fall, all you have to do is call, and I’ll be there, Yes, I will – You’ve got a friend!”
What better place to share the joys of friendship, or should I say, sisterhood, than attending the Creative Arts Retreat
at the Lorado Taft Campus! This year was no exception! Fifty-one Lambda State sisters convened on campus to
celebrate the Arts! Of those in attendance, four were first timers, four sisters were from out of state, and seventeen
were workshop presenters.
Sensational sisters, wonderful workshops, marvelous meals, amazing autumn weather, dynamic drama, and creative
crafting only begin to summarize the weekend. We created beautiful baskets, colorful coasters, painted bottles, silky
scarves, crafty cards, pretty pumpkins, yard art, cement planters, lovely lights, and so much more. This is the weekend
of camaraderie, renewal of friendships and meeting new sisters. Each year is a grand adventure! I can’t wait to see
what treasure will unfold for next year. I hope you will plan to join us! I can guarantee that you will become “addicted”
like the rest of us!

Priscilla Merrick, Sue Young, and Mary Sue Myers
Make Woven Baskets in Carol Francis’ Workshop

Sue Young and Athena Columbus
Consult About When to Sing

Carol Hoffman, Margie Barban, and Mary
Stayner in the Saturday Night Play

Friday Night “Short” Workshops in Action

Rosie Dodson, Shirley Prince-Walzak and Carol Francis
WIA Commiittee Members and Presenters

Lambda State President Sylvia Olson and Becky
Retzer Show off Their Dance Moves

Betty Carbol - Still Teaching
after 37-Years at CAR

Line Dancing after the Play on Saturday
Night (Sylvia hurt her hip during this one)
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2016 Creative Arts Retreat
A Weekend of Fun and Fellowship

Out-of-State Attendees Receive Certificate for Participation

Barbara Bergdolt, Rosie Dodson, and Debra LeBlanc Receive Coveted “Lambie” Awards

***A special “Thank You” to Athena Columbus, Sue Dion, and
Patricia Gaines for taking these photos!
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Supporting and Promoting
Education in Illinois
Marilyn Myers
Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies, Inc.

Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies
continues to support Lambda State members in a number
of ways including granting stipends to classroom teachers
and the collection of Box Tops for Education. It is exciting
to receive notes of appreciation from those recipients.
Following this past convention a newer member of the
Society, Courtney Ziegler, who coordinates the Box Tops
project for Riverdahl School in Rockford shared her
excitement in receiving the coveted box tops for Area 2.
After the box tops were redeemed for cash, the school
managed to lower the individual ticket prices for a cultural
field trip to the Coronado Theater from $7.50 per student
to only $3 paid by parents.

Lambda State Convention 2017
Mary Ann Pollitt
Event Planning and Management Committee Member

As we rapidly approach the official beginning of another
cold winter here in Illinois, it’s not too early to make
plans to attend the Lambda State Convention, which will
be held from April 21-23, 2017, at the Hilton St. Louis
Frontenac in Frontenac, MO. In looking forward to spring,
what better time than now to fill out your registration form
and check and send it in to our registrar.
At the Lambda State Convention there is no better way
to see how our Society can impact education and those
who chose education as their career. Workshops will
inform you, inspire you, and renew you. They will even
help you Grow, Change, and Stand Strong! Each chapter
should encourage all your members to attend, especially
its newer members. You will definitely take home to the
chapter some amazing memories made with old and new
friends from all over Lambda State.
The Hilton St. Louis Frontenac was well-received in
2014, not only for the beautiful hotel and delicious food,
but for the sites that were offered in St. Louis and the
metropolitan area. The Plaza Frontenac, located across
the street from the hotel, is a great place for shopping
and dining before and/or after convention. The St. Louis
Science Museum offers free admission to its several
special traveling exhibits. For a small admission fee,
the Missouri Botanical Gardens is a great place to visit,
especially in the warmth and beauty of spring.
Remember to fill in the registration form, write your check
after correctly adding the registration fee and the meals
you are attending, and MAIL it as soon as you can. You
don’t want to miss this opportunity to celebrate another
exciting Lambda State event!

“Make the BLOCK”
2017 Convention
How do you join the BLOCK Party? Register for the
convention and all three convention special meals and
reserve a room for two nights by April 3, 2017 and your
name will be entered in a drawing for “Special Prizes”
that will take place at the Awards Breakfast on Sunday
morning, April 23, 2017. By helping us “Make the
BLOCK,” you may be one of the prize winners!
1. Send your Lambda State Convention registration
form and check to Registrar Mary Ann Pollitt.
2. Reserve your hotel accommodations for April 2123, 2017 at the Hilton St. Louis Frontenac, Frontenac,
St. Louis, MO by referencing the hotel information
found in this issue of the Newscaster or at www.
deltakappagamma.org/IL/
Choose one of two ways to reserve your room.
Call the hotel number at 1-314-993-1100 and speak
to a reservationist between 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM daily.
Make certain that you identify our group as Delta Kappa
Gamma, Lambda State.
Register online by cutting and pasting the following
reservation link into your browser.
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/S/
STLFHHF-LAMB-20170421/index.jhtml

Music Note

Sue Young, Beta Tau, Music Chair
We are very excited to announce that Becky Retzer,
Gamma Epsilon Chapter, will be directing and coordinating
the Lambda State Instrumental Ensemble at the State
Convention in Frontenac this year! It is very exciting to have
her joining us in this music leadership role!
Becky has been a participant in the Lambda State
Instrumental Ensemble for many years and has participated
in many Lambda State conventions.
As a flutist with many years of experience, Becky currently
plays both in an Alton area Municipal Band in summer
and an Alton area Community Band in winter. She also
loves vocal music and has been a staunch member of the
Lambda State Choir for many years.
Becky has three more years of teaching until her retirement
as a Special Education teacher at Alton Middle School.
She is looking forward to being a mentee of and working
with recently retired Director of the Instrumental Ensemble
Diane Kettelson.
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Hilton St. Louis Frontenac
1335 S. Lindbergh Blvd.
Frontenac, MO 63131
Hotel Phone – 314-993-1100
Hotel Registration Information for the Lambda State Convention
April 21-23, 2017
Both Single and Double Rooms are $104 (plus taxes). Triple rooms are $114 and Quad
Rooms are $124 (plus taxes) with a limit of four per room. All names of individuals must
be on the reservation list in order to check-in and receive keys. Check-in is at 3:00 PM
and Check-out is at 12:00 Noon.
Remember to request one King or two double beds, and indicate that you are attending
the Delta Kappa Gamma, Lambda State Convention.
To make individual reservations you may:
1. Call the number listed above to speak to a reservationist from 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM
daily.
2. Follow the hotel online booking link at:
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/S/STLFHHF-LAMB- 0170421/index.
jhtml
The hotel does not accept mail-in reservation forms.
Last Date to Make Reservations is Monday, April 3, 2017. Requests received after this
date will be accepted based on room and rate availability.
Cancellation policy: you must cancel no later than 4:00 pm of your reserved arrival date.
Any cancellations after that time will be charged one night room and taxes.
Early departure fee: unless you cancel by 4:00 pm of the day of your early departure,
you will be charged one night room and taxes.
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Illinois Lambda State Convention – April 21-23, 2017
Hilton St. Louis Frontenac
1335 S. Lindbergh Blvd., Frontenac, MO 63131
Hotel Phone - 1-314-993-1100
Lambda State, Growing, Changing, Standing Strong
Complete a separate registration form for each attendee.
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address			
City
State
Zip (9-digit)
Phone (_________)__________________________Chapter ____________________________________________________(#______)________
						
			
E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Check all that apply to you at this convention: ___ Lambda State Member
___ 40-year Member (initiated 1976-1977)
___ 55-year Member (initiated 1962)
___ 70-year Member (initiated 1947)

___Other State DKG Member

___ 45-year Member (initiated 1971-1972)
___ 60-year Member (initiated 1957)

___ New Member (initiated after 4/1/16 and before 4/1/17)
___ Foundation Stipend Awardee (May 2016-November 2016)
___ Workshop Presenter

___Non-Member

___ 50-year Member (initiated 1967)
___ 65-year Member (initiated 1952)

___ First-time Convention Attendee as a Member
___ Scholarship/Stipend Awardee (2016, Member)
___ Grant Awardee (2017, Non-member)

___Guest of:______________________________________________
All current Lambda State officers, related personnel, committee chairs, past state presidents and chapter presidents are expected to attend the Executive
Board meeting. A state committee chair or chapter president unable to attend or voting in another voting capacity should name an Official Designee to report
or vote in her place. An Official Designee should complete one of the following that indicates for whom she is serving:
Name of Lambda State Committee & Chair: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Chapter & Chapter President: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Note: Your attendance at this convention gives permission for your photo to be used on the
Lambda State Website, in the Newscaster and in any DKG publication.
Meals: Menus (substitutions are unavailable) are on the Lambda State Website: www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/ and in the Winter Newscaster.
___ Standard ___ Vegetarian ___ Gluten Free ___ Diabetic

Lambda State Member
Registration Fee (Required)

Preferred Fee
Postmarked by
4/3/2017

Late Fee
Postmarked after
4/3/2017

$15.00

$15.00

$ ______

For the following “no charge” events,
please indicate whether or not you plan to attend.

$ ______

Friday, April 21, 2017
Saturday, April 22, 2017
Membership Luncheon (1:15 PM)
Presidents’ Banquet (6:30 PM)

$34.00
$45.00

$ ______
$ ______

$39.00
$50.00

$ ______
$ ______

Sunday, April 23, 2017
Awards Breakfast (9:00 AM)

$26.00

$ ______

$31.00

$ ______

Chapter Awards

(7:15 PM) ____yes

____no

General Session

(8:30 AM) ____yes

____no

Celebration of Life

(8:00 AM) ____yes

____no

TOTAL $ ______
TOTAL $ ______
				
			
Make check payable to DKG, Lambda State. No refund requests will be processed after April 3, 2017
Join “Make the BLOCK” Party:
Complete a hotel reservation and a convention registration form that includes the three special meals no later than April 3, 2017
Send to: Mary Ann Pollitt, Registrar		
13836 Bluffs Road, Carlinville, IL 62626-2201
Phone: 217-854-9717			
E-mail: mapollitt@frontiernet.net		

Hotel Reservations: Using information in the Winter Newscaster or on the DKG Website, make
reservations directly with the Hilton St. Louis Frontenac by calling the hotel or by using the hotel
online link at:
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/S/STLFHHF-LAMB-20170421/index.jhtml
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2017 Lambda State Convention
Schedule at a Glance
Friday, April 21, 2017

Saturday, April 22, 2017

10:00 a.m.

Pre-Convention Meeting with Hotel Staff

12:00-1:00 p.m. Chamber Ensemble Rehearsal

1:00-4:00 p.m.

Pre-Convention Tour

1:15-2:45 p.m.

Membership Luncheon

4:00-10:00 p.m. Registration Open

2:45-6:00 p.m.

Registration Open

4:30-7:00 p.m.

Delivery of Chapter Mart Items

2:45-4:45 p.m.

Chapter Bazaar Open

5:45-7:00 p.m.

Lambda State Leaders’ Dinner

2:45-5:00 p.m.

Hospitality Room Open

7:15-7:45 p.m.

Chapter Awards

3:00-4:00 p.m.

Session II – Workshops

7:45-8:20 p.m.

Musical Interlude

4:10-5:10 p.m.

Session III – Workshops

8:30-9:30 p.m.

Session I Workshops

5:15-6:15 p.m.

“Jubilation Singers” Rehearsal

8:30-10:30 p.m. Chapter Bazaar Open

5:15-6:15 p.m.

Chamber Ensemble Rehearsal

9:30-10:30 p.m. President’s Reception

4:45-5:00 p.m.

Chapter Bazaar Pick-up

5:15-5:30 p.m.

Installation Rehearsal

6:30 p.m.
		

Assembly of Head Table for
Processional

6:30 p.m.
		

Seating of Chapter Presidents and Past
State Presidents

6:45-9:30 p.m.
		

Presidents Rose Ceremony and
Banquet

Saturday, April 22, 2017
6:30-8:15 a.m.

Breakfast (on your own)

7:00-8:15 a.m.

“Jubilation Singers” Rehearsal

7:00-8-15 a.m.

Chamber Ensemble Rehearsal

7:00-8:15 a.m.

Registration

8:15-8:30 a.m.

Executive Board Sign-In

8:30-11:30 a.m. General Business Meeting
11:40-12:00 p.m. Executive Board Meeting
		
or immediately following general
		
business meeting)
11:30-1:10 p.m. Registration Open
11:30-1:00 p.m. Chapter Bazaar Open
11:30-1:00 p.m. Hospitality Room Open
12:00-1:00 p.m. “Jubilation Singers” Rehearsal

Sunday, April 23, 2017
6:45-7:45 a.m.

“Jubilation Singers” Rehearsal

6:45-7:45 a.m.

Chamber Ensemble Rehearsal

7:15-7:45 a.m.

Celebration of Life Rehearsal

7:15-9:00 a.m.

Registration Open

8:00-8:45 a.m.

Celebration of Life Service

9:00-11:15 a.m. Awards Breakfast
12:30-2:30 p.m. Post-Convention Meeting with
		
Hotel Staff
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Chorus Registration
Lambda State Convention
Hilton St. Louis Frontenac, Frontenac, MO
April 21-23, 2017
Please send music, CD and information to:
Name _______________________________________________________________________
Address:
				
Phone: 			
				

Street

City

		
Home				

State

Zip

Cell

E-mail: 			
Voice Part (check one)
		
Soprano I
		
Mezzo-Soprano
		
Alto I
		
Alto II
Height in performance shoes (in feet and inches)
		
ft.		 		 in.
		
I would like to be seated for the performance
Return to:
Sue Young, Director
		
121 Garden Way Schaumburg, IL 60194-3420
		
847-519-7337 Cell: 847-951-3344 E-mail choirmusicsue@yahoo.com
************************************************************************************************************************

			

Instrumental Registration

				
Lambda State Convention
Hilton St. Louis Frontenac, Frontenac, MO
				
April 21-23, 2017
Please send instrumental information to:
Name:
Address:
				
Street
City
State
Zip
Phone:
			
				
Home				 Cell
E-mail:
_______________________________________________________
Instrument(s): 		
__________________________________________________
Level of playing ability:
		
Intermediate _________Advanced
Expert
If piano, what would you prefer doing?
		
Accompanying solos
		
Background music
		
Processional/recessional
		
Ensemble
Return to:
		
		

Becky Retzer, Instrumental Coordinator and Director
832 Willoway Ave. East Alton, IL 62024
Cell phone: 618-610-3062 E-mail: baretz1@yahoo.com
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Chorus and Instrumental Information
Sue Young, Music Chair

Please sign up to sing as a member of the Lambda State “Jubilation Singers” and/or play in the Lambda State Instrumental
Ensemble at the Lambda State Convention April 21-23, 2017! The scheduled rehearsals are set up so both singers and
players will also be able to attend all Workshop Sessions without conflicts!!
Sue Young conducts the chorus, and you do not have to be a soloist to join as a member. All singers are sent a music
packet, which includes a CD recording with their section’s voice part to assist in learning the music. You are expected to
study your music before coming to the convention. In case you have not attended a previous convention, the chorus sings
2, 3, and 4-part music that are presented both at the Banquet on Saturday night and the Celebration of Life Ceremony
on Sunday morning.
Becky Retzer will lead the Instrumental Ensemble, and she welcomes all string and woodwind players. The ensemble
plays before the Banquet and during the Celebration of Life Ceremony. You do not have to be a soloist, just a good
ensemble member.
Please fill out the appropriate registration form and send as soon as possible via e-mail or “snail mail.” The forms are also
available on the Lambda State Website – www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/. Meeting the registration deadline of February
15th guarantees your name will be published in the Convention Program Book.

Join DKG Sisters
at the Northeast Regional
Carol Hughes, Northeast Regional Director

Come to the Northeast Regional Conference to be held on July 12-14 at Caesars Resort and Convention Center in
Windsor, Ontario, Canada. The registration fee is $113 (US dollars) for the three days and $50 for one day. However,
the registration form will be listed in Canadian dollars and you will need to use a credit card. Your credit card bill will
then list the cost in US dollars, which would be less than Canadian dollars. Lodging is $165 in Canadian dollars per
night.
The hotel located across the river from Detroit, is a lovely facility. The rooms are in the Augustus Tower and the
meetings are on a lower level in the same tower. If you book late in the spring, you may get a room in the Forum Tower,
which is a short walk through the Casino.
Why do we have regional conferences? We get the latest Society information and can experience professional
and personal development through speakers, breakout sessions, and other activities. Another plus is to be able to
see another geographical area. During the early part of the week (Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday), training is
provided for state organization presidents and other state leaders. International meetings are wonderful places to
enjoy "genuine spiritual fellowship" with women from other countries and states in the U.S.
Think seriously about attending the Northeast Regional. Many sisters from Illinois have already shared they are coming
and are willing to help. Ontario has about 150 members and they are going to need help. When a list of volunteer
jobs becomes available, they will be shared with Northeast State Presidents. If you have suggestions for speakers or
other performers, let Carol Hughes (chughes@mtco.com) know. If you wish to do a breakout session, a form can be
found online. Two pre-conference sessions, The Underground Railroad which ended at Windsor, and First Nations of
Canada will be offered on Wednesday, July 12. CEU’s will be available.
Please plan to join your Illinois sisters in Windsor, Ontario, Canada keeping in mind that Windsor is not that far away.
From central Illinois it is a 1 1/2 hr. flight and a 6-hour drive. From Midway Airport, Porter Airlines will fly you to Toronto
for customs and then a 20-minute flight takes you to Windsor. Flights with Porter will be discounted. You do need a
passport, and if you do not have a passport, apply for one soon. By the way, no one gets in to Canada with a gun--not
even one that your husband or friend may have left in the trunk of your car! When passing through customs, say you
are going to attend a teachers’ conference if asked why you are traveling to Canada.
Come to Windsor in July for a variety of experiences and a good time!
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Lambda State and Discover St. Louis
to offer a “Pre Convention Tour”
before the 2017 Lambda State
Convention
Friday, April 21, 2017 1:00-4:00 pm
Cost per person $24 (includes a 40-passenger motor coach, professional guide, visit to the
Cathedral, tour at Chocolate Chocolate Chocolate, gratuity for tour guide, all reservations, and
arrangements)
1:00 pm - Depart from Hilton St. Louis Frontenac Hotel.
Enjoy a narrated tour of Forest Park, home to the 1904 World’s Fair. Today Forest Park boasts
many of St. Louis’ finest attractions including the St. Louis Art Museum, the St. Louis Zoo, the
MUNY Theater, the Jewel Box and the St. Louis Science Center. Stop and tour the Cathedral
Basilica, whose 83,000 square feet of mosaic tile adorn the interior. (Please note Cathedral may
be unavailable day of tour due to funeral, Mass, or special event). Enjoy a tour at Chocolate
Chocolate Chocolate Company where the name says it all. See the production line and enjoy
time to shop for your own candy to take home. We round out our tour with a narrated tour of
downtown. Learn about the history of our city and see the sights, including the Gateway Arch,
Old Courthouse, Citygarden, Busch Stadium, Union Station, Washington Avenue and the historic
neighborhoods of Soulard and Lafayette Square.
4:00 pm - Return to Hilton St. Louis Frontenac Hotel
Please enclose this registration form, along with a check made payable to DKG, Lambda State
and mail both to Debbie LeBlanc, 111 39th Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515-1611.
MUST RECEIVE BY MARCH 28, 2017
Number Attending:		

______ x $24 = ________________

Name (s) ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
(Fill in the blank for preferred method of contact)
Phone: _______________________
E-mail:___________________________________
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International Projects Committee Announces

Lambda State Travel Experience

The Best of Eastern Canada
Save the Date

July 16-23, 2017
Per Person Rates:
Double $2,799, Single $3,399, Triple $2,769
Includes Round Trip Air from O’Hare Intl Airport, Air
Taxes, and Fees/Surcharges Hotel Transfers

For Itinerary and Registration*
Visit the Lambda State Website
*$500 deposit due January 9, 2017

Standing Strong
Chapters Celebrate Their
Growth, Changes, and Activities
Alpha (DeKalb, Lee, & Ogle Counties) The chapter began
their biennium by meeting at a local apple orchard in
Malta. Committee chairs presented plans for the upcoming
biennium with members and their state visitor while they
enjoyed a salad potluck. The Quilhot School, a refurbished
one-room schoolhouse, was the perfect venue for Alpha’s
October gathering. This historical setting came alive as
several members shared stories of attending or teaching in
a one-room schoolhouse.
Beta

(McLean County) Chapter members enjoyed the 21st
annual McLean County Museum of History Cemetery walk,
a collaboration among the Museum, Evergreen Cemetery
and Illinois Voices Theatre. Member Candace Summers is
one of the coordinators of the walk. Members were recently
invited by Beta Iota Chapter to hear inspirational speaker/
author Kendra Smiley who is passionate about helping
others “Make the Next Right Choice.” Member and Sister City
Association President Elaine Cousins assisted in hosting a
group of Russian Agriculturists who were in the Bloomington
area for a week during the summer. District 87 Principals
Leslie Hanson and Danel Behrends Harr participated in the
local library Principals Read event.

Delta (Jefferson, St. Clair, & Washington Counties) The chapter
kicked off the biennium by welcoming four new members and
one transfer member. Recently, State Visitor Margie Barban
was present for an informative meeting and program, “What’s
New in Education, What’s Happening in Our Classrooms?”
The chapter’s annual fund-raising meeting was held in
December followed by dinner and a concert. The members
did some early Christmas shopping by participating in a
silent auction with items donated by members.
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Zeta (Boone & Winnebago Counties) The chapter recently
enjoyed a tour of Anderson Japanese Gardens. Retired
members brought school supplies to share with the
chapter’s active teachers. They also brought school supplies
for refugee and immigrant students in the Rockford Public
Schools – enough to fill 21 backpacks!
Iota (Cook County) The chapter met at Concordia University
for a presentation by Concordia Saudi graduate students
who discussed their educational experiences in Saudi
Arabia and the United States. They shared the role of
women in education, customs, and emerging issues. A lively
discussion followed the presentation. Then the panel served
Saudi coffee, dates, a sweet pastry and a special tea made
with cardamom, cloves, and saffron.

Kappa (Cook County) Chapter members attended the grand
opening of the Canty School Primary addition. Member and
Canty Principal Lucja Mirowska-Kopec welcomed Chicago’s
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, Illinois State Representative 19th
District, Robert Martwick,
Chapter President Dr. Patricia
Kubistal, as well as several
immediate past principals,
and community and family
members. Member Carlene
Lutz, retired CPS Deputy
Chief
Education
Officer
Eva Nickolich, and retired
principal Mike Connolly also attended the grand opening.
The addition houses pre-school, kindergarten, 1st and 2nd
graders in colorful, efficient classrooms. The addition was
the result of many years of working with CPS and Illinois
legislators to secure the $17 million needed to complete the
building. The Marriott Foundation for People with Disabilities
founded Bridges from School to Work in 1989. The program
offers young people with disabilities the opportunity to learn,
grow and succeed through employment. Nine years ago
chapter Vice-President Dianne Yonkers became involved
with the program through her work as a high school
psychologist. Dianne has recommended this program to
every graduating senior with an IEP in every high school
that she has worked. When students tell her they have no
way to get to the orientation, she personally takes them and
assists them with the enrollment paperwork. Diane received
a Certificate of Appreciation from the Bridges Program for
the outstanding support she has given her students.
Lambda (Menard & Sangamon Counties) A mother-daughter

combo, Betty and Jena Dold,
were recently initiated into the
chapter. Members participated in
the Women’s Health Fair held in
Springfield, IL. and manned a booth
to publicize their chapter. Brochures
were passed out to interested
women educators and a sign-up
sheet for more information was
available. Women who signed the
form will be invited to future Lambda meetings.
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Standing Strong
Chapters Celebrate Their Growth, Changes, and Activities
Mu

(Mercer & Rock Island Counties) Chapter members and

guests toured the new Western Illinois University Riverside
Campus in Moline conducted by its architect William Brewer.
Interesting highlights were the use of natural light, eco-friendly
materials and design, and the state-of-the-art technology.
Recently chapter members enjoyed an informative panel
discussion on Women in Educational Leadership. Chapter
members Kristin Allen, Val Matson, Nikki Melody, and
La’Shanta Williams shared their experiences and insights
related to the challenges and opportunities of building and
district leadership.

Nu (Peoria County) Member Jeanette Kosier presented a
travelogue about Nature’s Beauty during the September
meeting. At the October meeting members commemorated
Common Place’s 50th year as well as celebrated the
chapter’s involvement in the community-based adult and
children’s literacy programs with a presentation by chapter
member Shirley Dresden.
Xi

“Legislation impacts
education in every level,” said
Linda Lucke, Lambda State
Legislation Committee Chair
and Grass Roots Political
Activist for IEA Region 60
in her talk to the chapter.
“Educators need to be players
in politics.” Lucke used the
analogy of a football game.
“You are either a player or you
are the football being kicked
around.” Lucke touched on the changes coming now that
NCLB is out and ESSA is to be implemented in 2018. She
advocates being politically active at the local level, attending
political workshops sponsored by professional organizations,
and making sure you vote!
(Champaign & Ford Counties)

Omicron (Grundy, LaSalle & Putnam Counties) Stranded on
Bali Ha’i was the theme that welcomed Northeast Regional
Director Carol Hughes as
Omicron Chapter’s state
visitor at their October
meeting. Patty Hopkins
and Teresa Cameron of the
special events committee
decorated the room with
beautiful island décor, and
as everyone arrived they
were presented with leis.
Before dinner, music from
South Pacific was played
by Jane Hart of the music
committee. After a buffet

meal, Carol donned her grass skirt, coconut bra and cool
shades as the gathering sang “Bali Ha’i” and “There Is Nothin’
Like This Dame” (a tribute to Carol). As the fun evening
progressed, committee reports were given citing successes
and goals. Omicron also welcomed Mary Jo Farrell as a new
transfer member. The evening concluded with the awarding
of door prizes.

Sigma

(Brown & Pike
Counties) Kirsten Parker of

Mt. Sterling, IL was awarded
a $150 Recruitment Grant
from the chapter at a recent
meeting that was hosted by
Kathleen Dunn at her home
in Pittsfield. Kirsten works
as a teacher’s reading aide
while finishing her senior
year as an education major
at Western Illinois University.

Upsilon

(Iroquois & Kankakee Counties)

The chapter started the year with a
renewed spirit. Speakers reminded us
of the history and the Seven Purposes
of DKG International as well as the
history and symbolism of the key pins.
Members received their three ringbinder Yearbooks which included profiles
written by each member. At a recent
meeting members practiced chair yoga
and had fun with bingo.

Phi

(Christian, Montgomery, Sangamon, & Shelby Counties)

The summer chapter outing was an extension of an earlier
program given by Chris Daniels in April. Rebecca Mahnke
made reservations for lunch at Mariah’s in Springfield
followed by a tour of Refuge Ranch near Rochester. During
the tour given by the owner David Daniels, members viewed
buildings, on-going projects, and children working with their
mentors and horses. The weather provided the opportunity
for many members to attend.

Alpha Beta (Livingston, Marshall, & Woodford Counties) Two

chapter members recently presented a program on hobo
quilts. The quilts commemorate the history of the two million
hobos who rode the rails in the United States from the 1880’s
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Standing Strong
Chapters Celebrate Their Growth, Changes, and Activities
to the 1940’s. The hobos posted signs with various symbols
to protect each other. Several members shared experiences
of their parents and grandparents giving food and shelter to
the hobos.

Alpha Lambda (Fulton & Tazewell Counties) Chapter
members enjoyed a wonderful tour of the recently renovated

Alpha Delta

(Cook County) Lambda State Visitor Dr.
Margaret Trybus was a guest during the chapter luncheon
at the Gale Street Inn. Her insights on membership were not
only well received but provided the impetus for suggestions
from our members. Two chapter members who attended the
2016 Creative Arts Retreat created a nice display of some
items they made including a woven basket, silk scarf, sock
snowman and stationery.

Alpha Eta (Madison County) The chapter was privileged to

have Lambda State visitor Bev Johns join them for a walking
tour of Lewis and Clark Community College in Godfrey, IL
on October 15. College President Dale Chapman and his
wife Dr. Linda Chapman led them on a tour of the campus
Monticello Sculpture Gardens. The chapter also awarded
two Early Educator Grants.

Pekin Public Library. The tour was conducted by member
Joanne Heilman. The chapter was recognized at the state
convention for submitting articles to all four issues of
the Newscaster. Linda Hay was elected president of the
Coordinating Council. State Visitor Lou Ann Jacobs attended
a recent meeting where Mid-Career Grants were awarded.

Alpha Theta

Alpha Nu (Lake County) The chapter continues to collect
school supplies for Carman Buckner School in Waukegan.
Students earn credits for making
positive choices at school and
can trade the credits for school
supplies at their school store.
The chapter has been working
with the principal of Carmen
Buckner to help. Last year their
music teacher was presented
the chapter’s Margaret Chickey
stipend to purchase ukuleles
for her classes. The chapter
has also given supplies to the teachers along with gently
used books for the students. State Visitor Debra LeBlanc
attended the October meeting where members were
serenaded with movie music favorites by the Libertyville
Highland Middle School Strolling Strings group. They sang a
special birthday song for the chapter’s 70th birthday.

(McHenry County) Past chapter president

Mary Jo Farrell received the
chapter achievement award at
the September meeting. She
was honored for her active and
sustained involvement in the
chapter since her initiation in
2000. Mary Jo has served on
the Lambda State Legislative
Committee for two biennia and has
also been involved in numerous
local civic organizations for which
she received recognition.

Alpha Iota

(Vermilion County) Members recently enjoyed
an interesting program at “Memories by Design,” Danville,
IL. The owners demonstrated creative techniques for all of
their unique products. The group then met at Rich’s Deluxe
Restaurant, Danville, for their meeting and dinner.

Alpha Kappa

(Franklin, Jackson, Perry, Randolph, &
Williamson Counties) Last spring, a Celebration of Life

Ceremony was given for long-time members, Allis Hayes
and Helen Johnson. Recently an interesting Founder’s Day
program was presented by a transfer member from Alpha Xi
Chapter during the September meeting. Three new initiates
were welcomed at the October meeting and a program,
“Relevant Issues in Education” was presented by new
transfer member Andrea Brown. Fifty-year member Barbara
Corcoran was recently honored for 60 years of music and
service to the First United Methodist Church of Zeigler, IL.

Alpha Rho (Henderson, Knox & Warren Counties) Member
Jeri Kitchin was recently presented the Red Teacher Award
from a local radio station. This award is given to outstanding
teachers from the Galesburg area. Jeri teaches first grade at
United North Elementary in Alexis, IL.
Alpha Sigma

(Cook County) Chapter members recently
met for brunch at the Doubletree Hotel in Oak Brook.
President Barbara Dunn explored “Hot Topics in Education”
with the chapter focusing on parents and teachers, critical
issues facing education, and high stakes testing.
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Alpha Upsilon

tour of the East Peoria Historical Society. State Visitor Sue
Dion was given a brief overview of the chapter’s activities
and goals.

welcomed State Visitor
Sue Dion at their October
meeting. Members enjoyed
painting pumpkins provided
by Diana Stephens.

Beta Eta

(Clark,
Crawford,
Cumberland,
Jasper, Lawrence, & Richland
Counties) Chapter members

Alpha Chi (Cook County) Several members of the chapter

recently drove to the Libertyville site of a humanitarian
organization, Feed Our Starving Children. Some members
filled bags with protein, soy and sweet potato, and then
weighed and packed them into boxes for shipping to various
countries with food-deprived populations. Others prepared
labels and applied them to the packed boxes. The work was
hard, but it was so fulfilling that members claimed not even
to feel tired. In fact, they are thinking of volunteering again.

Beta Delta

(Franklin, Jackson, Perry, Randolph, & Williamson

Counties) Randolph County Museum Curator Emily Lyons

presented a program to ten members of the chapter.
Following a tour of the museum, members learned about

(Madison County) A long-time chapter member
diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease, is proactive, positive,
and literally fighting this disease with all she has. She is taking
a class in “therapy”- boxing which has been found to slow the
process of Parkinson’s and help to develop better balance.
In addition, the yoga classes she’s taking help to increase
more balance of body and mind. Her 2nd annual Zero Mile
Fun Run raised $11,000 and an awareness of the National
Parkinson’s Foundation. One hundred people participated
in the fun run, light breakfast, and enjoyed fellowship and
entertainment. They also received a t-shirt and water bottle
for their hard work. Donations were welcomed for those who
didn’t participate in the run. The chapter looks forward to
continuing this annual event.

Beta Theta (Kane County) The chapter held a Ceremony
of Remembrance for 101-year old member Fran Gustafson
who died earlier in the year. After a poignant candle lighting
ceremony, memories were shared, photos of her life
distributed, and testimonials of how she inspired chapter
members were followed by Fran’s favorite salt water taffy.
Beta Iota

the recent and ongoing project to preserve documents from
the 1800’s. Emily demonstrated the method to hydrate,
clean, sort, press, index, and store the antique documents.
Volunteers have been working on the preservation project
for over a year.

Beta Epsilon

(Mercer, Rock Island, & Whiteside Counties)

Members of Book Babes, a Mu and Beta Epsilon book club,
attended the Women’s Connection International Women
Authors event recently at the Rhythm City Casino Resort
in Davenport, IA. Guest speaker Loung Ung spoke on her
best-selling memoir, First They Killed My Father. Members
of Beta Epsilon discussed Ung’s book at their monthly Book
Babes’ meeting. Shirley Smith, Megan Wilson, and Therese
VerHeecke were initiated into the chapter. Theresa’s sister,
Marcia Jacobs, and cousin, Kathy Barrett have been
members of the chapter so now the family affair is complete.

Beta Zeta (Peoria County) The chapter recently listened to
an informal presentation on the importance of newspapers
in the classroom and the community by award-winning
journalist Phil Luciano. The annual Membership Recruitment
Social, headed by Jan Deissler, was followed by an October

(McLean County) The chapter recently hosted
Kendra Smiley
for an evening
of laughter and
inspiration.
As an author,
teacher, wife,
mother
and
grandmother,
Kendra is able to touch lives of all ages with a recipe
for life focusing on ingredients that help others have a
positive attitude through all their ups and downs. St John’s
Lutheran Church donated a beautiful room and kitchen area
where members welcomed almost 90 attendees. It was a
wonderful evening as Kendra shared her message to “live
life intentionally!”

Beta Pi (Macon, Moultrie, & Platt Counties) Members Betty
Scott, President Kay Mason, and Sarah Jerome started the
new biennium with laughter as they planned for the first year
of the biennium.
They wore red
noses to remind
their
members
that laughter is
an important part
of why they have
become such close friends within their chapter.
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Beta Kappa (DuPage County) Patti Kozlowski and Ursula not only sponsors a newspaper club which prints a monthly

Sihocky recently presented a PowerPoint presentation of the
Majestic National Parks of the Southwest in celebration of
the National Park Service’s 100th Anniversary. The program
was well received and brought back memories of people’s
visits to the Southwest.

Beta Tau (Cook County) Chapter members, including
Sandy Spangenberger and Sue Kaye, welcomed new
member Carol Konvalinka as she shared a program on her
experience teaching English in Bahrain. While there she
became acquainted with a young Egyptian man who invited
her to spend three weeks with his family near the Egyptian
Delta. She introduced the membership to her life there and
shared two delicious desserts she learned to make; basbusa
and ma’amul.
Beta Phi

(DuPage County) One of the

chapter’s service projects is to collect
products for troops such as books,
comics, protein bars, washcloths, Zip
Lock bags, jerky, etc. The program
is facilitated by chapter member, Billie
Wegler. She delivers the donations for
soldiers to Operation Care Package,
120 Jessie Street, Manhattan, IL
60442, or at area drop off locations. More information is
available at www.operationcarepackages.org

Gamma Alpha

(Cook County) Chapter members recently
visited The Grove in Glenview, a nature preserve founded by
horticulturist and naturalist
Dr. John Kennicott. This
year
member
Cindy
Torres ran the Chicago
Marathon for the fifth time!
President Barb DiGaudio
volunteered to help with
the event.

Gamma Eta (DuPage County) Member Marianne Kelley
recently spoke about Giant Steps, a school that provides
educational
and
therapeutic services
for students diagnosed
with Autism Spectrum
Disorders. Marianne
is the director of their
Creative Arts and
Media Program. She
shared different art
activities that provide
important opportunities for learning, developing pride in
accomplishments, and promoting creativity. The program

newsletter, but also offers opportunities in photography,
technology (including video/movie making), music, and
dance. The older students even plan a prom every year!

Gamma Nu

(Iroquois County) The chapter began the
new biennium by visiting the Ron Clark Academy. From a
“Harry Potter-esk Hogwarts” to “Alice through the Looking
Glass” classrooms, students are molded and challenged to
look beyond their sometimes impoverished neighborhoods
to a brighter future. Members welcomed Illinois State
Representative Tom Bennett at a recent meeting to discuss
details of the educationally based concerns shared by local
teachers. He fielded questions ranging from state budgets
and school funding to pensions.

Gamma Upsilon

(Edwards, Gallatin, Hamilton, Saline,
Wabash, Wayne, & White Counties) Members met recently at

the Wayne City Methodist Church where guest speaker Mary
Murphy spoke about essential oils for the many illnesses and
pains that people have.
The October meeting at
Geff Christian Church
was
attended
by
State Visitor LaVonne
Chaney and Lambda
State
President
Sylvia Olson. They
celebrated the 40th
birthday of the chapter
with
a
PowerPoint
presentation of past
members while the chapter choir sang a few songs.

Gamma Phi

(Bureau, Henry, & Stark Counties) The
September chapter meeting was held at a member’s lake
home. Using a lake theme members baked cookies and
“fished” for new members by setting brochures and cookies
in teachers’ lounges during National Teacher Appreciation
Week. This “bait” may lure more key women educators to
become members of the chapter! Five Gamma Phi Grants
for classroom needs were awarded as part of the chapter’s
SEE program. The chapter celebrated its founding on
November 14. Forty years and going strong!

Delta Gamma

(Adams County) President Mary Jane

Bauer thanked members
for their many hours
of participation with
their seven cookout
fundraisers during the
year. Early Educator
Grant
recipient
Stephanie Yuchs shared
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Standing Strong
Chapters Celebrate Their
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Delta Gamma (cont.) how she is using the grant she was
awarded. Jan Cory spoke about a local program entitled
“Ready, Set, Grow.” The program educates families with
children under five years of age on the importance of reading
and interacting with their children.
Delta Epsilon

(Clinton & Madison Counties) The chapter
donated $500 to help support the Hoops, Homework, and
Help Program, a free local summer camp which focuses on
student success. It is open to any student needing tutoring as
an extra boost in reading or math. In addition to tutoring, the
camp provides PE games, science activities, cooking, and
the arts. Students are provided a free lunch and are read a
story by such
community
leaders
as
the
mayor,
police officers,
pastors,
or
teachers.
Members
Bonnie Krupp
and Maureen Schreiber are volunteers in reading instruction
for the program which also offers tutoring throughout the
school year.

Decatur Area Council News
Alpha Zeta Chapter hosted Beta Pi and Beta
Sigma for the Decatur Area Council Triad
meeting. The chapters met at the Central
Christian Church Saturday, October 1, 2016. The
morning began with individual chapter meetings
followed by brunch prepared by the Alpha Zeta
Chapter. Members then participated in a Chair
Yoga Program, presented by Mar Russell of the
Decatur YMCA.
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