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Barbara (Bobbie) Finn, Alpha Theta
Receives the 2018
Lambda State
Achievement Award
Bobbie was presented the 2018 Lambda State Achievement Award at the
Membership Luncheon during the State Convention held on April 21, 2018 in
Lombard, Illinois. She joins a group of outstanding Lambda State leaders.
She served Lambda State as Recording Secretary, and Corresponding Secretary/Visitation Chair. She
has been active as a member of many Lambda State Committees including Rules, Professional Affairs,
Nominations, and Literacy (Chair).
Bobbie, a “people person,” has enjoyed attending 20 state conventions, 6 regional conferences, and 6
international conventions. She gladly shared her time and talents at several conventions as a workshop
presenter and has also presented popular workshops at the Lambda State Creative Arts Retreat for 9 years.
Educational activities outside of DKG include serving as CLETA President, Negotiations for 12 years (one
of which she was the Chief Negotiator), Girl Scout leader, IRTA member as well as a local member of the
McHenry County Retired Teachers Association, and is a 60-Year member of Kappa Delta Sorority.
Bobbie has received a DKG Chapter Achievement Award and Who’s Who Among American Teachers 3 times.
Alpha Theta Chapter reports Barbara “is a dedicated DKG member who reflects her deep belief that DKG is
an influential educational society that improves individuals and communities. She consistently encourages
participation and leadership in all levels of the Society.”
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2017-2019
Lambda State Officers
President
Dr. Debra LeBlanc
pres.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
First Vice President - Educational Excellence Chair
Beverley Johns
vp1.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com

The Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin
Dr. Debra LeBlanc, Dr. Kammie Richter, and Beverley
Johns’ article “Keepers of DKG: UV PURPOSES
Making the Unseen, Seen,” and Margaret A. Trybus’
article “The Changing Landscape of Accountability”
have been selected for inclusion in the 2018 Volume
84-3 issue of The Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin.

Second Vice President - Membership Chair
Dr. Joan Róg
vp2.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com

Congratulations!

Corresponding Secretary - Visitation Chair
Dr. Margaret Trybus
corrsec.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com

White Roses

Recording Secretary
Dr. Felisha Parsons
rs.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com

Related Personnel
Treasurer
Sharon Vinson
sjvins4@gmail.com
‘
Executive Assistant
Dr. Kammie Richter
ExecAssistLambdaSt@gmail.com
Parliamentarian
Carolyn Godby
recgodby@itv-3.com
Newscaster Editor
Pat DeWitt
editor.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
Webmaster
Rene DeGuzman
webmaster.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
PD Coordinator
Cheryl Cox
pd.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com

Websites
Lambda State:www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/
International: www.dkg.org

In memory of those who have gone before us
Our Teachers~Our Mentors
Our Sisters~Our Friends
Forever in our hearts
Delta
Ann Mae Banes
03/28/18

Alpha Rho
Beverly Brent
03/23/18

Pi
Ileen Knapp
04/16/18

Alpha Upsilon
Mary Emma Thompson
04/6/18

Alpha Delta
Dorothy D. Berg
04/28/18

Alpha Phi
Ruth V. Holmes
04/2/18

Alpha Eta
Margie Barban
03/24/18

Beta Sigma
Bette Grudichak-Binger
03/7/18

Alpha Iota
Alice Albert
05/26/18

Gamma Eta
Sally Schuck
01/11/18

Alpha Nu
Bessie Tsausis
03/5/18
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DKG – Illinois
Expect Great Things
Dr. Debra LeBlanc
2017-2019
“Unity is strength . . . When there is
teamwork and collaboration, wonderful
things can be achieved.” Mattie J.T.
Stepanek
The 2018 Lambda State Convention
is now a memory, and I hope all who
attended were pleased with the events
that were planned with our members in mind. There
were several “firsts” at the convention which I would
like to share with you. As you know, our biennium
goals focus on Membership, Marketing, Leadership
Development and Programs. All goals were addressed
at the convention beginning with the Illinois Powered
by Teach to Lead Summit, a partnership established
with the Teach to Lead Network, the National Network
of State Teachers of the Year and DKG-Illinois. The
Summit was held Thursday and Friday, prior to the
convention. Over 135 educators from across the state
learned to use the “Logic Model” to develop a plan to
address a specific school or district problem.
We welcomed Dr. Gwen Simmons, International
Representative and International Parliamentarian, to
our convention where we listened attentively to the
“stories” and rationale she presented relative to the
proposed amendments to the Society’s Constitution.
Bev Johns and the EEC Committee secured thirteen
vendors to offer products for our members.
Two members were chosen at random to sit at the
head table at the Membership Luncheon. One was a
new member of Lambda State for one year, and the
other member was chosen as this was her first time
attending a state convention. We also learned about
the “DKG Think Tank” initiative from Janet Drews, Rho
Chapter, Michigan. Estella Achinko, World Fellowship
Recipient, spoke to us about her studies and the
privilege of living in the United States.
New to our convention were “Ten-minute Take aways”
where members had opportunities to hear about
interesting ideas in a very quick manner.

Traditional
events
of
previous conventions were also very well received.
The Cook County Coordinating Council hosted a
welcoming Hospitality Room while a wide variety of
workshops were offered for both professional and
personal growth. At the Membership Luncheon, we
celebrated ladies who have been members of DKG for
40 to 60 years, awarded special study stipends and
honored Bobbie Finn, Alpha Theta, with the prestigious
Lambda State Achievement Award. Members across
the state donated items for the Art Mart to benefit the
M. Josephine O’Neil Arts Award which will be given at
the 2019 Convention. To our delight over $4,000 was
raised for this award! The Rose Banquet recognized
the outstanding leadership of our chapter presidents,
and the solemn yet, so beautiful Celebration of Life
honored our sisters who are no longer with us. Finally,
the Awards Breakfast provided the opportunity for our
state to award numerous grants to collegiate women.
Thank you so much for taking time from your very
busy schedules to help in many different aspects of
the convention as well as attending the event.
DKG-Illinois leaders busily prepared for the next
important event of the biennium which was the
Training for Chapter Leaders. All chapter leaders
as well as other interested members were strongly
encouraged to make a reservation to attend the
training in Belleville on June 2 or in Ottawa on June
9. Both workshops were 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon. With a
completely new format in our presentation, we believe
you walked away energized, inspired, and excited to
begin work back in your chapter. A light breakfast
was provided as well as all materials needed to be
an active participant. Each member was also given a
jump drive with all presentations loaded.
I hope you will consider attending the International
Convention in Austin, Texas, July 16-20. It promises
to be a very interesting convention with the discussion
of the proposed changes in our (continued on p 4)
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DKG – Illinois Expect Great Things
Continued from page 3

Constitution and Standing Rules. There is a link on
the Lambda State Website for you that allows easy
access to learn more about the proposed changes.
There are webinars you can listen to, read FAQ’s, and
hear the stories behind the proposals. Please take
advantage of these opportunities to learn more about
why these changes are being suggested so you can
be an informed member as you develop your position.
If you are unable to attend convention, please let me
know your concerns. I am happy to try to find the
answers for you.
I am so appreciative of the chapters that have
invited me to their meetings. The programs are very
interesting, and I have learned a thing or two from
each one! I especially enjoy the conversations and

the opportunity to learn about the personal stories of
our members. Laughter is an extra bonus of joy for
me. Thank you for providing programs which offer
professional development for our working teachers
– I know they appreciate the hours they can pick up
for professional growth. Please keep the invitations
coming!
I stated several times at our convention how proud I
am to be a DKG-Illinois member – we are KEY women
educators, impacting education worldwide. You
inspire me to be a better member and leader, and we
will continue to “Expect Great Things” from ourselves,
each other, and our DKG Society.
Warmly and all the best,
Debbie LeBlanc

Thank You Illinois (Lambda) State Organization
Dr. Gwen Simmons
2018 Lambda State Convention Society Representative
Dear Lambda State Leaders and Members:
It truly was a gift to myself to accept the invitation to be the international representative
for the 2018 Illinois DKG Convention. In my initial telephone conversation with Dr.
Debra (Debbie) LeBlanc, I immediately recognized that DKG Illinois was very fortunate
to have such a humble, yet, forward-thinker, as its president.
When Dr. LeBlanc shared the theme of the current biennium and the convention, Expect
Great Things, my excitement about connecting with Lambda State grew. Adding to
that excitement was Dr. LeBlanc’s answer to my inquiry about a previously advertised
pre-convention seminar sponsored by DKG Illinois, Teach to Lead. Although I only
half-understood the partnerships involved in the Teach to Lead Seminar, I asked if I could attend as a
“fly-on-the wall.” Wow, what an incredible, learning day, for me. I observed Illinois DKG members making
a difference within at least sixteen different schools and with approximately 150 classroom teachers in a
1 ½ day event.
Thanks to every member and leader who ultimately made me feel a vital part of the DKG Illinois convention.
A special treat for me was to see and visit with Ardith Inman. Ardith is a DKG giant upon whose shoulders
I have stood.
From the gracious welcome extended by Barb Rog at the O’Hare Airport—accompanied by a gift of
delicious home-baked muffins—to the end of convention was a joyous experience for me.
Warm regards,
Gwen Simmons, International Parliamentarian
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Call for Recommendations for Lambda State Elected Positions
Dr. Cyndee Brown, Area 4 Representative to the Nominations Committee

All organizations need their members to be active, involved, and committed. Delta Kappa Gamma is no
exception! As DKG members we have the opportunity to be involved at the local, state, or international levels.
We need all our members to be actively involved in making recommendations for elected positions and
committees. Do you know someone who is seeking a leadership opportunity? Are you interested in exploring
a leadership challenge? Let the Nominations Committee know!
In December 2018 the Lambda State Nominations Committee will meet to review nomination forms
received and prepare the slate of officers to lead Lambda State for the 2019-2021 biennium. We need
all our members to begin considering their participation in leading Lambda State.
Below is the information and criteria to help in recommending members for the Lambda State elected positions.
These are here to guide you in recommending members for Lambda State elected positions. It is important
that YOU know YOU can recommend YOURSELF for a position and YOU should!
State Presidents should have…
•
served as chapter president
•
state committee experience
•
some familiarity with the work of the Lambda State Executive Board
•
attended state and regional/international meetings, conferences, and conventions
•
interest in and time for the position
•
ability to communicate effectively both verbally and in writing
State First and Second Vice Presidents and Recording and Corresponding Secretaries should have…
•
served as chapter president
•
state committee experience
•
interest in and time for the position
•
some chapter experience in areas for which they are nominated
Area Representatives to the Nominations Committee and the Directors to the Foundation for Educational
Studies Board should have….
•
served as chapter president
•
state committee experience
•
some chapter experience in areas for which they are nominated
•
interest in and time for the position.
Recommendation forms for elected positions MUST be received by November 20, 2018. Please regard
serving in an elected position in Lambda State an honor and don’t hesitate to recommend a member or
yourself. The forms are available on www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/ under the Committees tab on the upper
left-hand side of the main page – then find Nominations Committee and Forms.
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Illinois, Lambda State Organization
2019-2021
Official Form for Recommendation of Lambda State Elected Positions
Deadline: November 20, 2018
Use added sheets as needed. Letters of support for candidates are permitted.

Recommendations for the position of (Check one only)

		President
		First Vice-President
		Second Vice-President
		Recording Secretary
		Corresponding Secretary

Elected
Elected
Elected
Elected
Elected

		Nominations Committee
Elected
		Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies Elected

Personal Information
Nominee (Dr., Mrs., Ms., Miss) 		
Address 			
			
Street
City
State
Zip
Preferred Phone (include area code)
E-mail 			
Chapter 		
Area Number

Year of Initiation

Delta Kappa Gamma Experience—Office(s) Chairmanship(s), Member of Committee(s)
(Include dates/number of years serving in that position)

Chapter
State
Regional/International
Delta Kappa Gamma State or International Awards, Scholarships, Grants
Attendance at State, Regional, International Conventions/Conferences (Include dates)
State Conventions:
Regional Conferences:
International Conventions:
Academic Background (Include degrees, dates, and colleges/universities)
Years of Teaching Experience			
Present Position			
Place of Employment

Years in this position
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Official Form for Recommendation of Lambda State Elected Positions continued
List All Teaching Positions (and dates)

Teaching Awards, Grants, and Special Recognition

Professional and Leadership Skills (Include offices held in professional and community organizations, special skills
exhibited in working with organizations and in professional career, workshops presented, etc. Use a separate sheet of paper as
necessary.)

Personal Characteristics (Check all that apply)
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Accepts challenges
		 Demonstrates leadership skills
		 Organizes work well
Attends to detail
		 Is readily accessible
		 Communicates well
Exhibits a high energy level
Demonstrates a positive, friendly disposition
Delegates work well and permits others to have freedom to create and execute plans
Works well with different personality types
Maintains high standards while also demonstrating tact and understanding of others
Demonstrates commitment to the Purposes of the Society
Expects to guide and share in the development and implementation of plans

*******************************************************************************************************************************************

Check the appropriate response(s) below:

Yes
No Nominee has consented for her name & qualifications to be submitted.
Yes
No Nominee is willing to accept a different position. Which?
Yes
No Chapter president or individual member designee has been asked to write a letter of support.
Yes
No This person is a nominee for an elected position. Her picture is enclosed.
Yes
No This person is a nominee for an elected position. She has enclosed a brief discussion (100 words or fewer)
about the impact of Delta Kappa Gamma in her life.
*******************************************************************************************************************************************

Recommendation (to be completed by chapter president or individual member designee) On a separate sheet of
paper and in 100 words or fewer, state why this woman would be a valuable addition to the Lambda
State team. Please be as specific as possible.
Submitted by:

		Individual Member 		 Chapter President

Name 			
Address

Street
City
Preferred Telephone 			

Chapter 			

Position 		

State
Zip
E-mail 		

Please send your completed recommendation form postmarked on or before November 20,
2018, to the Lambda State Nominations Committee Chair by e-mail or postal mail:
Sylvia Olson, 8 Oakwood Rd, Indian Creek, IL 60061-2708, nominations.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
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Eleanore (Ellie) Trunk
Receives the 2018
Grant-In-Aid Award
The recipient of the 2018 Grant-In-Aid Award is
Eleanore (Ellie) Trunk. She was sponsored by
Beta Chapter. She has received the Hunter Family
Scholarship Award and the Beta Chapter Recruitment
Grant in the past. Ellie is quite an accomplished
young lady who is pursuing a Special Education
Degree, specializing in Deaf and Hard of Hearing.
While enrolled at Illinois State University, she did her
student teaching in Florida. She graduated in May of
this year.
In high school, Ellie received many outstanding
academic achievement awards including Outstanding
Performance in Spanish--Levels 2 and 5, Spanish
Student of the Year--Levels 4 and 5. She was a
member of the National Honor Society, as well as
the Spanish National Honor Society. She was given
the Freshman Academic Award for Outstanding
Academic Achievement, as well as several additional
awards. She was named an Illinois State Scholar in
2014 and awarded the Outstanding Good Citizenship
Award from the Sons of the American Revolution.
Moving on to college, she has been the recipient of
the Evelyn J. Rex Scholarship, the Global Initiatives
Award, the Jepsen International Scholars Award, and
the Illinois Retired Teachers Association Scholarship.
She has held many leadership positions in high school
and in college.
Ellie has dreamed of being a teacher since she
was a child, and her dream is about to come true.
She is passionate about students with hearing loss,
early childhood education, and teaching English as
a second language. She hopes to incorporate all of
these passions into her teaching in the near future.
Ellie has the qualities and leadership abilities of a
great teacher. We are pleased to honor her with this
award and know we can expect great things from her!

Decatur Area Council
Alpha Zeta Chapter hosted the Decatur Area
Council meeting on Monday, February 12, 2018.
Beta Sigma, Beta Pi, and Alpha Zeta Chapters
enjoyed the program, "Clothing of the Lincoln Era."
The presenters, Marla Judge and Beth Staff, are
interpreters at the Lincoln Home in Springfield.

DKG World Fellowship
Recipient - Estella Achinko
DePaul University student Estella
Achinko from Cameroon, Africa
is a 2018 DKG World Fellowship
Recipient. She has been quite
busy with school working towards
the completion of her program,
and graduated Saturday June 9,
2018. She sent Kappa Chapter
a piece she wrote with hopes it
would be published.

From My Educated Female Self
“I cannot chronicle all my journey in this little note
but I am glad to say that reaching this milestone
has entailed hard work and determination. I think
of my baby steps as a little girl in the pleasant
morning sun of my homeland. The parched soil
and the dry Harmatton winds that coated my
skin and the house and the trees with dust, as I
left for school every morning. All I did was cry as
my mother walked me to school, and because
I had not grasped the essence of education. I
am glad that my parents didn’t give up on me
with their help and encouraging words. I pen
this with deep appreciation for education as
it has morphed me to what I am today. I have
known unearthing opportunity. I have known
the audacity of hope as I see no limitation for
women attaining their full potential. I pen this
note to the woman and girl child, do not dwell
on the statistics that say ‘there are close to a
billion illiterate people, and most of them are
women.’ My educated self and millions of other
women seek to make that difference through
consciousness that we are the ones we’ve been
waiting for. And still, we can rise in the earth’s
largess to achieve what we set out to do.”
Estella Achinko
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2018 Florence A. Cook Recruitment Grant Recipients
Karly Grapenthin is majoring
in a special education teacher
preparation program at Northern
Illinois University (NIU). She
has
demonstrated
excellent
scholarship, leadership, and
service since high school. She has
been an active member of Best
Buddies, a program that helps
develop friendships between
individuals
with
intellectual
disabilities and their peers
through planned activities and events in addition to
one-on-one meetings, in high school and continuing
through college. She maintains a 4.0 GPA and is a
leader in her coursework and field experiences. She
is also working on an ESL endorsement concurrent
with her education program. Additionally, Karly serves
on the Executive Board of NIU’s Educators Club.
The Educational Excellence Committee is pleased
to present Karly Grapenthin as the Florence A. Cook
Recruitment Grant recipient from Area 1.
Natalie Smith is majoring
in elementary education at
Augustana College. She has
just begun her education at
Augustana and is already
beginning to demonstrate her
scholarship, leadership, and
service abilities. In her first
semester at Augustana, Natalie
earned a GPA of 3.598 and was
awarded by being on the Dean’s
List. Through high school and into college, she has
tutored young children in mathematics and is a swim
instructor. During February 2017, she went on a
mission to the Appalachia area of Kentucky to live
and work in a small community providing education
and other services. While just beginning her college
coursework, she has demonstrated an ability to lead
class discussions and excel in field experiences.
The Educational Excellence Committee is pleased
to present Natalie Smith as the Florence A. Cook
Recruitment Grant recipient from Area 2.
Alyssa Carl is majoring in Mathematics Education at
Olivet Nazarene University. She has demonstrated
excellent scholarship by being on the Dean’s List
each semester from Fall 2015 through Fall of 2017.
She maintains a current cumulative GPA of 3.933.
In addition to maintaining excellent scholarship,
Alyssa has been involved in activities through the

Golden Apple Scholarship program and serves as a
mentor and source of support for her fellow students
in her educational program and coursework. Alyssa
has set a goal to work as a mathematics educator
in secondary education in a high-needs school and
community setting. She would like to support young
learners to learn not only the curriculum but also the
joy of learning as a lifelong process. The Educational
Excellence Committee is pleased to present Alyssa
Carl as the Florence A. Cook Recruitment Grant
recipient from Area 5.
Alexa Beavers is majoring in the elementary
education program at Southern Illinois UniversityEdwardsville (SIU-E). She is a young woman who
has demonstrated excellent scholarship, leadership,
and service during high school, her degree program
at Rend Lake Community College, and currently
at SIU-E. She currently maintains a 4.0 GPA in her
classes and has received the Dean’s Award while
volunteering in an elementary education classroom
for AmeriCorps, which will require a total of 900 hours
by the time she ends. Additionally, she has maintained
a positive attitude during all of her field experiences
as noted by her university supervisor and cooperating
teachers. The Educational Excellence Committee is
pleased to present Alexa Beavers as the Florence A.
Cook Recruitment Grant recipient from Area 6.

DuPage Coordinating Council
Key Contributor Award
Patti Kozlowski presented a program on her Fulbright
Scholarship to Japan at the Annual DuPage Council
Breakfast March 3, 2018.

Front Row: Patti Kozlowski, Beta Kappa; Mimi Schorsch, Beta Phi;
Diane Ruiz, Gamma Eta; Back Row: Co-Presidents Ursula Sihocky
and Mary Hafertepe, Beta Kappa; State Visitor, Felisha Parsons;
President Rosie Wolf, Beta Phi; Cathy Vardakis, Gamma Eta.
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DKG-Illinois -- Expect Great Things
Lambda State Convention Westin Lombard, Lombard, Illinois
April 20-22, 2018

Pre-Convention Shopping Tour

Janet Drews
Membership Strategies

Atty. Ryan J. Dowd
A Teacher’s Guide to
Homelessness

Ruby Anniversary Members (40 Years)
Deborah Lambeth, Teresa Maguire,
Arlene Kelly

Dr. Felisha Parsons Admires
Dr. LeBlanc’s Biennial Logo

Dr. Margaret Trybus with Adhwa
Almuqati & Jehan Abduljabbar
Women Leaders in Saudi Arabia

Sapphire Anniversary Members (45 Years)
Dr. Elaine Goodwin, Christine Berto,
Patricia Long, Barbara Ragheb

Art Mart Committee
Sue Dion, Athena Columbus,
Rebecca Stewart, Shirley Prince - Walczak

Participants hard at work using
The SAMR Model for Technology Integration
Instructors: Rene DeGuzman & Jennifer Burisek

Golden Anniversary Members (50 Years)
Patricia Wolsko, with President Dr. Debra LeBlanc,
Loryann Eis, Barbara Slavens, Sandra P. Markou

Floor Pages
Pamela Ava Maria, Mary Ebert
Lambda State Achievement Award Recipients
Marian Robinson, Xi (2011); Dr. Patricia Kubistal, Kappa (2000); Susan Young, Beta Tau (2014);
Barbara (Bobbie) Finn, Alpha Theta (2018); Jacqueline Bainter, Delta (2008); Beverly Madsen, Omicron (2010);
Nancy Louck, Rho (2017); Marilyn Myers, Beta (2013); Dr. Elaine Goodwin, Alpha (2004)

Summer 2018					

Lambda State Newscaster 				

Page 11

DKG-Illinois -- Expect Great Things
Lambda State Convention Westin Lombard, Lombard, Illinois
April 20-22, 2018

DKG Sisters Rosemary Smith and Joan Reed
Relax Between Workshops

Past Presidents
Thelma Theodore, Gamma Theta (1985-1987)
and Barbara Bergdolt, Gamma (2005-2007)
Enjoy The Rose Banquet

Pamela Painter and
Maria Millen

Carol Hughes and Marilyn Myers
Promote The 2018 International
Convention in Austin, Texas

President Dr. Debra LeBlanc
Recognizes Lambda State’s
Chapter Presidents

Members of Gamma Upsilon Chapter
Teresa Maguire, Jean Pittman, Cheryl Taylor,
Sharon Maguire, Cheryl Cox, Karen Zimmerman

Linda Adcock, Keynote Speaker Dr. Katherine Bassett,
Lambda State President Dr. Debra LeBlanc

Renata Butauskiene presents Attendance Awards to
Gamma Gamma with 17 members in attendance and
Gamma Theta with 50% of chapter members present.
Celebration of Life Ceremony
Bagpiper Elaine Cunningham

International Representative
Dr. Gwen Simmons
Presents a Tribute to State
and Chapter Presidents

Members of Zeta Chapter
Co-Presidents Bonnie Kurzawski & Britta
Peterson, Pat DeWitt, Sharon Vinson

Lambda State Singers

Carol Slusser and Jane Grimaldi, Beta Theta
Present First-Time Attendee
Renata Butauskiene with the
Gertrude Mead Memorial Stipend
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39th Annual Creative Arts Retreat Columbus Day Weekend
October 5 - 7, 2018
Lorado Taft Field Campus, Northern Illinois University - 1414 N. River Road, Oregon, IL 61061
Located 4 miles north of Oregon, IL, adjacent to Lowden State Park
Name:

(First)

Address:

(Street)

(Last)
(City)

(State)

(Zip Code)

Chapter: _________________________________________ Chapter # ______________________
E-mail: __________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ____________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone: ______________________________________________________________________
Education Position (Retired?)
Interests:

___
___
___
___
___

Please check here if you are a first time participant.
Please check here if you would like to participate in a “dramatic production.”
Please check here if you will arrive later than 7:00 PM Friday night.
Please check here if you would like someone to save you a sandwich.
Please check here if you have any special dietary needs.
(Please specify) _______________________________________________________

Weekend Registration (postmarked by 9-16-18)
Saturday Only Registration (postmarked by 9-16-18)
Weekend Registration (postmarked after 9-16-18)
Saturday Only Registration (postmarked after 9-16-18)

$150.00 		
$100.00 		
$160.00 		
$110.00 		

Please make checks payable to Delta Kappa Gamma, Lambda State.
No reservations postmarked after 9-29-18 can be accepted.
Please note that the campus is NOT totally handicapped accessible.
PD’s may be available (depending on participant workshops.) Make a copy of this completed form if you wish
to apply for a possible stipend. (Lambda State members only).
Mail your check with the registration application before September 16, 2018 to avoid the late fee to:
Athena Columbus, CAR Registrar, 8127 Oketo, Niles, IL 60714-2941 - athenac13@comcast.net
**If you can send me an e-mail (athenac13@comcast.net) when you mail in your registration it would
help avoid any errors in putting your e-mail into the system for information for CAR – Thanks
Relax and join the fun. Take home some great ideas.
No previous experience necessary!
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New for CAR 2018 - Non-Member Registration!
As an introduction to the benefits of DKG membership, women educators may register to attend the CAR with the
sponsorship of a DKG member. In order to attend a second CAR, the individual would need to become a DKG member.
The non-member would pay the regular $150 registration fee. Guest registration will be capped at a maximum of twenty
non-member participants. First come first served - get your registration in early!

39th Annual Creative Arts Retreat Columbus Day Weekend, October 5 - 7, 2018
Lorado Taft Field Campus, Northern Illinois University - 1414 N. River Road, Oregon, IL 61061
Located 4 miles north of Oregon, IL, adjacent to Lowden State Park
Name:

(First)

Address:

(Last)

(Street)

(City)

(State)

(Zip Code)

Chapter/Sponsor: ____________________________________ Chapter #________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: __________________________ Cell Phone__________________________
Education Position (Retired?) ____________________________________________________
Interests:

___
___
___
___
___

Please check here if you are a first time participant.
Please check here if you would like to participate in a “dramatic production.”
Please check here if you will arrive later than 7:00 PM Friday night.
Please check here if you would like someone to save you a sandwich.
Please check here if you have any special dietary needs.
(Please specify) _______________________________________________________

Weekend Registration (postmarked by 9-16-18)
Saturday Only Registration (postmarked by 9-16-18)
Weekend Registration (postmarked after 9-16-18)
Saturday Only Registration (postmarked after 9-16-18)

$150.00
$100.00
$160.00
$110.00

________
________
________
________

Please make checks payable to Delta Kappa Gamma, Lambda State.
No reservations postmarked after 9-29-18 can be accepted.
Please note that the campus is NOT totally handicapped accessible.
PD’s may be available (depending on participant workshops.)
Make a copy of this completed form if you wish to apply for a possible stipend. (Lambda State members only).
Mail your check with the registration application before September 16, 2018 to avoid the late fee to:
Athena Columbus, CAR Registrar, 8127 Oketo, Niles, IL 60714-2941 - athenac13@comcast.net
**If you can send an e-mail (athenac13@comcast.net) when you mail in your registration it would help
avoid any errors in putting your e-mail into the system for information for CAR – Thanks

Page 14 					

Lambda State Newscaster 				

Summer 2018

Notice of Intent to Participate as a Presenter
Creative Arts Retreat, October 5 - 7, 2018
(Form due by Sept. 9, 2018)
Name: 			

will present at the Creative Arts Retreat.

1. Title of presentation: ______________________________________________________________
Circle type: Friday night session, Saturday session, Saturday night session

2. Materials supplied by the presenter: 		
(The materials will be paid for from the Creative Arts Retreat Fund. There is a per person/ per
project limit of $6 unless the presenter has prior approval of the committee chairman.) Obtain a
voucher from Sue Dion at the retreat. Attach your bills and return both to her. No funds can be
issued without receipts. Please estimate your per person/project expenses: $_________ (Friday
& Saturday evening “mini” projects should cost $4 or less.) Handouts & printed instructions are
appreciated & help expedite the learning situation & aid in completing creations within our time
schedule. If you can make extra handouts available to those interested but unable to attend that
would also be appreciated.
3. Materials the participants will need to bring: ___________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4. Equipment & materials the presenter will bring: REMEMBER - Absolutely NO toxic materials or
sprays as per NIU policy!
5. What will you need to have available at the retreat?
(water source, electrical, tables, etc.) ________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
6. Time needed for the presentation:
(single sessions are
one hour or one hour & fifteen minutes long. Some presenters need a double session & some are
willing to repeat their session.) Small projects for Friday evening at the dining hall & Saturday night
in the dorm are also needed. Please indicate if this is appropriate for your project.
7. How many people can you accommodate in your workshop? 		
Please plan to briefly explain & show examples of your project Friday evening. Presenters will need to
be responsible for their own clean up. NO toxic materials, please, as per Lorado Taft Campus policy.
Carts can be found near the garage (#14 on the map) to help you move supplies from your car to your
classroom area. Please return them when you are finished unloading. Thank You!
Sue Dion, WIA Chair
139 Barrington Lane
East Peoria, IL 61611-9438
WIA.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
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Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Alpha

(DeKalb, Lee, & Ogle Counties) During its March
meeting, chapter members learned how a local
teacher has incorporated STEAM into his middle
school classroom. This informative and informational
presentation focused on how grant money was
obtained and how the program was developed.
Members were fascinated to learn how students were
guided in developing a prosthetic arm through the
STEAM program. Recently, members were taken on
a visual tour of local historical homes through a slide
presentation by a DeKalb historian. The historical
facts provided helped the members gain a deeper
appreciation for the many beautiful homes in the area.

Delta (Jefferson, St. Clair, & Washington Counties) “Cruise on
the Titanic” was the theme for Delta’s April Meeting.
Guest Speaker Barbara Kay portrayed the invincible
Molly Brown. Barbara was dressed in typical 1920’s
style with a fancy dress, a fur cape, and a large floppy
hat. Her presentation consisted of telling about her
different crusades which ranged from helping others
get into lifeboats of the Titanic to being part of the
Suffrage Movement which enabled women to be
able to vote. Barbara Kay, a retired teacher, portrays
fourteen different characters and makes about one
hundred sixty appearances a year!
Iota (Cook County) Margot Steinhart, a valued member
of the chapter as well as in the community and beyond,
received Iota Chapter’s first Chapter Achievement
Award from the Cook County Coordinating Council.
Margot is a past-president of Iota Chapter and
continually serves on various committees. She is wellknown to French teachers in Illinois and has taught
at the high school and university level in the USA,
France, and Sweden. Margot has been president
of the Chicago/Northern Illinois chapter of the AATF,
National AATF, and the Alliance Francoise of the North
Shore. She has received many awards to recognize
her tireless efforts; most recently the Chevalier dans
l’Ordre National du Merite. Her impact on the chapter
and on French teachers and learners reaches far
beyond the greater Chicagoland area.
Lambda

(Menard & Sangamon Counties) The chapter
received two Walmart Grants, one for $1,500 and
another for $750. Forty children from the Matthew
Project will benefit from these grants which will enable
them to go to the YMCA summer camp.

Mu (Mercer & Rock Island Counties) The chapter held its first
Wellness Fair for members and other area educators
in March. The fair featured vendors with a variety
of products and services to help preserve physical
and mental health. The chapter also held its annual
Scrapbooking Event to raise funds for its Early Career
Educator and Classroom Grants. In April chapter
members toured Hamilton School in Moline to see how
an old building was transformed to meet the needs of
21st century students.
Nu (Peoria County) The chapter’s March meeting included

a presentation on Alzheimer’s and Dementia—SAIDO
Learning. In addition, chapter member Roberta
Koscielski, deputy director of the Peoria Public
Library, was named a “Mover and Shaker” by the
Library Journal.

Omicron

(Grundy, LaSalle & Putnam Counties) Chapter
members recently gathered at Seneca High School
for a program entitled the “Holocaust” presented by
member Marilee Applebee.
Marilee, a national board
certified English teacher, has
taught a one-semester class
about the Holocaust for seven
years using literature, film,
and student projects.
She
presented an overview of the
course through a video she
created. The displays in the
hallway outside her classroom educate students and
adults alike about this history. Marilee was assisted
by several students as Omicron members completed
a Holocaust Hallway Scavenger Hunt as part of the
program. In 2014, Marilee attended a workshop for
teachers hosted by the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. The chapter
celebrated its 80th Birthday in March with history about
its fifteen Founding Members along with music, games,
a delicious buffet, and a beautiful birthday cake. The
program was presented by Patty Hopkins as well
as the Special Events and Music Committees. Five
first-year teachers were awarded gift cards to assist
them with purchasing materials and supplies for their
classrooms.
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Expect Great Things
Pi

Chapter sisters learned
the Art of Wine Making from member Anne Harmston’s
daughter-in-law, Peggy, owner and wine maker of
Massbach
Ridge Winery.
The members
witnessed
a
bit of a science
experiment
when
one
of the wines
“exploded” due to a significant temperature change!
The group sang at the Elizabeth Nursing Home at the
beginning of their April meeting. The residents enjoyed
singing along to oldies songs, such as “Bicycle Built
for Two” and “The Band Played On.” Following their
singing, members traveled to Jane Yoder’s house for
a “Tea Party.” They enjoyed learning about fine tea
brewing techniques and sampled three delicious types
of tea along with a delicious array of sandwiches and
desserts.
(Carroll & JoDaviess Counties)

Rho (Kendall & Will Counties) Chapter members Peggy
Francik, Tessie Heath and Nancy Louck enjoyed a
wide variety of delicious,
appetizers
during
the
April meeting held at the
home of member Emily
Beal. The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss
the Nadine Ewing stipend
applications which support
special projects. This is the
chapter’s effort to reach out
to teachers working in the local grade schools.
Upsilon (Iroquois & Kankakee Counties) Talented Key
Women Educators from the past visited the chapter’s
monthly meeting. They charmed members with facts
about the 1920’s and 1930’s. An original rap about DKG
brought the members into the 21st century. The chapter
celebrated
its
78th
birthday
with
a
cake.
The celebration
continued
a
couple
weeks
later with food
and games at a
local restaurant.

Phi

(Christian, Montgomery, Sangamon, & Shelby Counties)

High school student McKenzie
Funk presented some insights into
the Nokomis After-School Music
Program during a recent meeting
held at the Nokomis Methodist
Church. The music program is
under the direction of band teacher
Sarah Gorecki. McKenzie spoke
about the ukulele, its case, and
the premise for having this band program. She has
hopes of teaching disabled students and even a music
therapy class. McKenzie played songs, answered
questions, and gave a demonstration of how she tunes
her ukulele using a phone app.

Alpha Beta

(Livingston, Marshall, & Woodford Counties)

Alpha Delta

(Cook County)

Shirley Mueser
led a discussion
with
chapter
members
on
Wonder, a book,
by R. J. Palacio
that inspired the
“Choose
Kind”
Movement. The discussion centered on Auggie, a
10-year-old boy whose severe facial deformity caused
many classmates to bully him and a few classmates to
befriend him. Member Kate Walter read the book to
her fourth grade students. They not only liked and were
touched by the story, but parents were pleased their
children learned how hurtful bullying can be.
Fourteen members of the
chapter attended the Cook County Coordinating
Council Annual Spring Luncheon in March. Dr. Debra
LeBlanc also attended the luncheon and stopped by
their table to chat and be included in the chapter photo
which is featured on page 19 of this Newscaster.

Alpha Theta

(McHenry County) Part
of the chapter’s “genuine spiritual
fellowship”
involves
feasting
on refreshments, provided by
designated hostesses. Member
Janet Kvam-Holub selected from
dinnertime choices before listening
to fellow member Jan Bosman
laud the value of poetry in the life of
students and individuals as part of
National Poetry month in April.

Summer 2018 					

Lambda State Newscaster 				

Page 17

Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Alpha Iota

The chapter featured a
program on Thailand. Retired teacher Ruthe Simpson
shared the culture and her work setting up a library
there. Photos, art work, and beautiful souvenirs
enhanced her presentation. After installation of officers,
the group dined at Rich’s Deluxe in Danville.
(Vermilion County)

Alpha Kappa

(Franklin, Jackson,
Perry, Randolph, & Williamson Counties)

The chapter celebrated its 74th
Birthday in February with an
interesting program given by
member Mary Helen Yeck on
her travels to Cuba. A well-known
local landmark, The Bald Knob
Cross of Peace, was featured at the March meeting
as Administrative Assistant Tonya Walker shared the
history of the Cross, improvements being made at
the facility, and plans for future events at the Cross of
Peace. The chapter hosted their Annual Joint Meeting
with Beta Delta Chapter in April and presented their
2018 Vera Peacock Award to Taylor Bryant.

Alpha Lambda (Fulton & Tazewell Counties) An interesting
program on Quilts was presented to the chapter by
author Jan Frazier in February. What made her quilt
unique was that the quilt squares were made from coffin
fabric from a century ago. Jan mentioned there were
two additional quilts in existence. The focus shifted to
creative writing when member Casey Pfeifer presented
the March program. Seven chapter members attended
the Lambda State Convention in late April. Sue Dion
and Pat Poertner made the chapter proud with their
Zentangle presentations.
Alpha Nu (Lake County) The chapter raised $103 for
literacy by selling donated jewelry, scarves and purses
at Libertyville’s “Green Fair.” The money raised will be
used for one of the chapter’s literacy projects next year.
Alpha Rho (Henderson, Knox & Warren Counties) Chapter

member Sheryl Hinman has an interest in the Civil War
era and volunteers at Lincoln Museum in Springfield
acting as tour guide and answering questions. A recent
chapter program on chair aerobics demonstrated
ways to stretch and exercise tight muscles without
leaving the chair. The presenter included simple
exercises to help tired muscles and included valuable
information for busy teachers to relax when they have
a spare moment. Another chapter program was held

at the Warren County History Museum in Monmouth.
Members learned what resources are available for
students and teachers to tour and learn about “Great
Finds” in the Museum.

Alpha Sigma (Cook County) Chapter members attended
a four-course Irish Tea at the Pinecone Cottage in
Downers Grove. Delectable treats were duplicated
from the Merrion Hotel menu in Dublin. A business
meeting followed with donations collected for the
Pillars’ Constance Morris House in LaGrange which
supports victims of domestic violence.
Alpha Chi (Cook County) In the past few months
members heard speakers who heightened the
awareness of two vital current issues. In March, Kurt
Leslie, an environmentalist from Wilbur Wright College
Biology Department, spoke about the waterways of
Illinois, and in April members heard a speaker from
the League of Women Voters. The highlight for the
year was learning that one of the chapter’s newer
and active members Darlene Attiah was awarded a
$2,000 scholarship for graduate study as well as the
Emma Reinhardt Scholarship for her work toward
certification in medical physiology. Chapter President
Anita Lendway and former State President Lucille
Kozanecki were present at the Lambda State
Convention luncheon where Darlene was presented
these awards.
Beta Delta

(Franklin, Jackson,
Perry, Randolph, & Williamson
members
Counties) Chapter

recently enjoyed a program
on “Quilts and Quilting.”
Member Mary Ann Stumpe
presented the program and
shared personal quilts she
created. The quilts displayed
various patterns and quilting techniques. Mary Ann’s
“Bookshelf Quilt” was fascinating and fitting for a
retired kindergarten teacher. The quilt, designed by her
children, displays book titles depicting family members,
events, careers, hobbies and anecdotes. Chapter
members also displayed their own special quilts and
shared stories about their family heirlooms.

Beta Theta (Kane County) The chapter partnered with
Big Rock Library to make ongoing bedtime literacy kits
for World Relief clients. Each kit contains (cont. on p. 18)
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Beta Theta (continued from p 17) a child-sized blanket, a
stuffed animal, and several paperback books in a gift
bag with a handmade “Welcome to America” card.
They are delivered to the World Relief office in Aurora.
Beta Iota

(McLean County) The chapter planning
committee has done a wonderful job reaching out to
the community for learning opportunities for chapter
members. Green Top Grocery was the location of a
recent chapter meeting. Members learned about what
a co-op, locally owned full service grocery, is all about.
Co-ops sell local products and consistently support the
community in a variety of ways. At another meeting
members enjoyed lunch at The
Palms Restaurant in Atlanta
followed by an expedition
to Sugar Grove Nature
Center where they learned
about a very important,
flying pollinator - the bee.
Both activities included good food, camaraderie and
interesting information.

Beta Kappa (DuPage County) The chapter held a book

discussion on Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown
in conjunction with the recent 2018 Olympics. The book
told the story of the rowing team from the University
of Washington that went on to win the 1936 Olympics
in Germany. Member Patti Kozlowski received the
chapter achievement award during the DuPage County
Coordinating Council Brunch. She gave an impromptu
program entitled “Kamishibai” from her experiences in
Japan as a Fulbright recipient. The chapter celebrated
St. Patrick’s Day with a corned beef and cabbage
luncheon at the home of Ursula Sihocky followed by
the movie “The Quiet Man.”

Beta Rho (Kendall & Will Counties) Chapter members and
guests displayed their hand decorated pots and spider
plants at the Bird Haven greenhouse in Joliet.

Beta Phi (DuPage County) The chapter participated in
the DuPage County Coordinating Council Breakfast
Program March 3, 2018 at the
Glendale Heights Golf Club.
Chapter members Rosetta
Lombardi
and
Renata
Butauskiene each modeled
the wedding kimono which
presenter Patti Kozlowski,
Beta Kappa, brought back from Japan. Patti, a recipient
of a Fulbright Scholarship to Japan, studied storytelling.
Gamma

Alpha

Member Ellen
Brusky received the Outstanding Chapter Member
Achievement Award at the spring luncheon of the
Cook County Coordinating Council. Chapter members
recently
enjoyed a
wonderful
docent-led
tour of Old
Masters at
the Art Institute of Chicago.
(Cook

County)

Gamma Gamma (Cook County) Committees met to
discuss plans for the next biennium after they enjoyed
their Spring Banquet of the chapter’s 50+1 celebration!
The chapter supported the Art Mart with gift card raffles
in boxes designed by members. The annual GetAcquainted Tea for new members was enjoyable and
well attended. Thirty-One Gifts, the social event of the
spring and a fundraiser, included beautiful handbags.
The chapter banquet highlighted the year and included
a welcome to new members and the new board.
Gamma Zeta (Monroe & St. Clair Counties) Chapter sisters
posed for a picture during their 50th Birthday Party
at their March meeting. Many items and mementos
highlighting the chapter’s history were on display. The
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Gamma Zeta (continued from p 18) chapter was founded on selling wigs as well as a little about her business
March 9, 1968, and to celebrate, members enjoyed 50
delicious cupcakes as well as other treats and drinks.
A game of “1968 Trivia” challenged the memories of
many members. Fifty years -- still growing and going
strong with three living Charter Members and six
women educators that have been initiated this year.

Gamma Eta

(DuPage County) Member Diane Ruiz
recently made a presentation to the
chapter on Response to Intervention
(RTI). This is a fairly recent approach
to
academic
and
behavioral
interventions used to provide early and
appropriate assistance to students
at risk. Diane teaches at Wheaton
College in Wheaton, Illinois. She is an
enthusiastic advocate for children with special needs.

Gamma Upsilon

Wabash,

Wayne,

&

(Edwards, Gallatin, Hamilton, Saline,
White Counties) A Professional

Development program on “Formative Assessment Tips
and Tricks” was presented by member Cheryl Cox at
the chapter’s March meeting. The meeting was held at
a local high school with a business meeting following
the program. Karolee Vaughan’s “Kiss Bad Hair Days
Good Bye” business was the site of the chapter’s
April Meeting. Karolee explained how she got started

before turning members loose to try on wigs. Everyone
enjoyed seeing how they looked in a new hairstyle and
new color.

Gamma Phi

(Bureau, Henry, & Stark Counties) The
Mountain Between Us by Charles Martin was chosen
for the chapter’s book discussion for this year. Recently
one chapter member presented a program on ‘Aprons’
and also wove in kitchen memories from past and
present. The June dinner meeting has been a great
success as all chapter members participate in planning
for next year’s chapter meetings. North Central Illinois
Coordinating Council for which Gamma Phi and
Omicron Chapters are members is still looking for a
chapter that has no council affiliation and would like to
join their coordinating council.

Delta Gamma (Adams County) Mary Jane Bauer,
Mickey Elliott and Mary Ebert enjoyed the state
convention in Lombard. Lambda State President Dr.
Debra LeBlanc and her mother joined the chapter
at its April meeting. Chapter members discussed
decluttering and recycling in Quincy. Debra was the
installing officer for the installation of officers. Chapter
member Donna Bowen was honored for forty years of
membership in Delta Kappa Gamma.

Cook County Coordinating Council Spring Luncheon
Growing Great Things
Members of eight Delta Kappa Gamma, Lambda State
Chapters attended the Cook County Coordinating
Council Spring Luncheon, Growing Great Things, on
Saturday, March 3, 2018 at the Wilmette Golf Club
in Wilmette, IL. The purpose of the event is to share
fellowship as well as to honor outstanding chapter
members and student teachers. Special guests of
honor were Lambda State President, Dr. Debra LeBlanc
(Beta Phi) and DKG World Fellowship Recipient
Estella Achinko from Cameroon. The Student Teacher
Awardee, Danielle White, was nominated by Dr.
Angela Tagaris (Iota). Chapter Achievement Awardees
were Cecilia Hagist (Eta), Rev. Maureen Van Heerden
(Iota), Donna Soukup (Alpha Delta), Barbara Arneso
(Beta Alpha), and Ellen Brusky (Gamma Alpha). The
program was presented by Erin Vogel, director of I
Grow Chicago, a community peace house in Chicago’s
Englewood Neighborhood. Donations of toiletries,

hats, gloves, scarves and knitting needles were made
to the organization as well a check for $500. CCCC
was also happy to welcome Gamma Gamma Chapter
to membership.

Alpha Delta Members and Lambda State President Dr. Debra LeBlanc
at the Cook County Coordinating Council Spring Luncheon
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Illinois Powered by Teach to Lead Summit 2018
DKG-Illinois partnered with the U.S. Teach to Lead/US
Department of Education, Illinois Teacher Leadership
Network, and the Kane and DuPage County Regional
Offices of Education to sponsor a Powered by Teach
to Lead Summit, Thursday and Friday, April 19 and
20, 2018. On Thursday, 50 participants listened to
Katherine Bassett, keynote speaker, and former
President and CEO of the National Network of the
State Teachers of the Year, introduce the group to the
Teacher Leader Model Standards through a variety
of activities to unpack the seven standards. Later
in the afternoon members heard examples of how
two different districts, Effingham and West Aurora,
accomplished the promotion of teacher leadership
principles in their respective districts.

practices. Katherine Bassett, keynote speaker, and
Gillian Cohen – Boyer, National Director of Teach to
Lead, led the audience through the different steps
of the Logic Model. Gwen Simmons, International
Parliamentarian and our Society Representative at
the Lambda State Convention, attended the Summit
and interacted with attendees.

On Friday, 135 educators, with teams ranging from
5-10 members from 16 diverse districts from across
the state, engaged in a process of “drilling down”
into a specific problem through the “Logic Model”
process. Teams were matched with a Critical Friend/
Coach who possessed expertise or experience in
their problem. Critical Friends/Coaches were trained
prior to the Summit so they were familiar with the
background of the school or district and were prepared
with a set of questions to ask team members to cause
them to think “outside of the box,” address critical
issues impeding the success of the outcome, and
then guide them to their future work. Pam Reilly and
Debbie LeBlanc, both DKG-Illinois members, spoke
briefly about their experiences with Teacher Leader

This leadership training was funded by a Cornetet
Grant from DKG International. There were no outof-pocket costs to the schools other than arranging
guest teachers for the teachers who were taken out
of the classroom for the day. Working teachers were
provided with professional development units for their
work both days. The event was highly successful as
evidenced by completed evaluations. Two school
districts have approached DKG-Illinois Leadership to
offer Powered by Teach to Lead in their respective
school districts in the future. DKG-Illinois members
chaired the committees of registration, communication
and publicity, logistics, the professional development
process, and provided materials for the workshop.

