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International Parliamentarian
Dr. Gwen Simmons to Represent International at
the Lambda State Convention April 19-22, 2018
Dr. Gwen Simmons, appointed
in 2014, is currently serving as
International Parliamentarian.
Her role as parliamentarian
includes being a member of the
Administrative Board, a member
of the Constitution Interpretation Committee, and serving
as a consultant to the Constitution Committee during
the 2014-2016 and 2016-2018 biennia. International
involvement is not new to Simmons as she has served
in a variety of roles. In 2017, Simmons authored an
article in the Collegial Exchange entitled, “Demystifying
and Simplifying Parliamentary Procedure” leaving
readers with this thought . . . the president’s role is to
manage a meeting so as to create a safe space where
the members of the majority can sit with members of the
minority and business can be conducted. Her writing is
known for making readers think, reflect, and take action.
In 2015, she also submitted the article “DKG--A Sorority?
Yes- But So Much More.” In 1999, Gwen wrote a Bulletin
article, “Delta Kappa Gamma: A Learning Organization.”
Gwen served on the Constitution Revision Team
completing the revision of the 2010 Constitution and
International Standing Rules. The “Go-To Guide for
Chapter Members” is especially popular for chapter
presidents and in 2010-2012, she served as a member

of an Ad Hoc Handbook Revision Committee to
complete this comprehensive guide for chapters and
state organizations. In addition to being a writer, she has
been invited to be a keynote speaker and a presenter
for breakout sessions internationally, regionally and
statewide.
Gwen Simmons is not only a motivator and communicator,
she is also a lifelong learner. She is a graduate of the
1985 Golden Gift Leadership Management Seminar and
attended the Seminar for Purposeful Living at Eureka
Springs in Arkansas. Simmons was a participant in the
first DKG Parliamentary Procedure Seminar. She notes
her influence by our own Ardith Inman in her desire to
learn more about parliamentary procedures.
Numerous international roles are included in her resume
as well as state organizational roles and roles in her own
chapter, Gamma Kappa. Even with a busy schedule,
she’s never too busy to participate in chapter projects
such as writing two different scripts that could be used to
role-play parliamentary procedure for a Girl Scout Troop.
Gwen has been described as a risk taker and a visionary.
Often times, she’s known to take the least popular view
pressing others to examine their own stance which
creates conversation and broadens understanding.
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2017-2019
Lambda State Officers
President: Dr.

Debra LeBlanc - pres.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
First Vice President - Educational Excellence Chair: Beverley Johns - vp1.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
Second Vice President - Membership Chair: Dr. Joan Róg - vp2.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
Corresponding Secretary - Visitation Chair: Dr. Margaret Trybus - corrsec.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Dr. Felisha Parsons - rs.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com

Related Personnel
Treasurer: Sharon Vinson - sjvins4@gmail.com
Executive Assistant: Dr.

‘

Kammie Richter - ExecAssistLambdaSt@gmail.com
Parliamentarian: Carolyn Godby - recgodby@itv-3.com
Newscaster Editor: Pat DeWitt - editor.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
Webmaster: Rene DeGuzman - webmaster.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
PD Coordinator: Cheryl Cox - pd.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com

Welcome New
Initiates
Lambda

Lindsey Lister

Websites
Gamma Alpha
Ada Gutierrez
Kristy Rieger
Wendy Howe

White Roses
In memory of those who have gone before us
Our Teachers~Our Mentors~Our Sisters~Our Friends
Forever in our hearts
Gamma
Jackie Streeper-Green
01/20/2018

Alpha Zeta
Ramona C. Hendricks
12/07/2017

Pi
Linda M. Lunde
11/10/2017

Alpha Eta
Kathleen Kalchoff
12/15/2017

Sigma
Louise Huseman
10/03/2017

Beta Beta
Dolores Couture
08/25/2017

Psi
Elizabeth (Betty) Ann
Merkley
11/08/2017

Aileen Pleasant
12/03/2017

Alpha Beta
Margaret Janssen
12/29/2017
Dorothy Riley
12/21/2017

Beta Theta
Joanne Catherine Cryer
12/26/2017
Gamma Upsilon
Marion Brown
02/07/2017

Lambda State:www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/
International: www.dkg.org

Beta Epsilon and Mu
Coordinating Council
Mu & Beta Epsilon’s Coordinating Council met at local
sculptress, Isabel Bloom’s Manufacturing and Tour
Center. Beta Epsilon hosted the Annual Coordinating
Council with Mu Chapter at the Isabel Bloom Showroom
in Davenport, IA. Sculptress Donna Young explained
the educational opportunities Isabel Bloom offers in the
community. Members learned about the annual spring
festival, scholarships, and sculpting contest for area
students. A tour of the facility followed with “Girls’ Nite
Out” dining at a local establishment.
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DKG – Illinois
Expect Great Things
Dr. Debra LeBlanc
2017-2019
“Expect Great Things” – that is our
promise for the 83rd Annual Lambda
State Convention to be held April 2022, 2018 in Lombard, Illinois at the
Westin. We are honored to welcome
Gwen
Simmons,
International
Parliamentarian, to our convention
where she will provide insight into the
2018 proposed amendments which will be decided
upon at the International Convention in Austin this
summer. Our keynote speaker is Kathryn Bassett,
President and CEO of the National Network of State
Teachers of the Year. She will also be the key speaker
at the Summit prior to convention. Finally, Janet Drews,
a member of the DKGNext International Committee
will share the research, findings, and activities of the
2017 DKGNext Think Tank.
The registration form is online as well as in the winter
Newscaster, and I hope you will join us for a weekend
of fellowship, professional development, the Art Mart,
book talks, music, great food, and of course, shopping!
The Pre-Convention Tour promises to be spectacular
with the Spring Festival Arts and Crafts Show at the
Odeum Expo Center in Villa Park and will be prior to
the Friday evening activities. The Powered by Teach to
Lead Summit, provided to schools across Illinois, will
be held Thursday and Friday prior to the convention.
Members from 30 districts will work through the Logic
Model to plan solutions to critical problems in their
schools and share their ideas with one another. A new
feature of this year’s convention is the opportunity to
shop on Saturday afternoon in a vendor fair featuring
local businesses owned by women. Take the time to
review the many workshops Bev Johns and her team
have planned for us over the two days. Many of them
offer professional credits which will help our working
educators, while others provide an opportunity to
create beautiful work or share ideas that are working
in our chapters. This is a great opportunity to invite a
new member or an active educator to our convention

at a very low cost which
includes free professional
development! The “Creative
Wonders: Expect Great Things!” Art Mart will be held
both days of the convention. All proceeds benefit the
M. Josephine O’Neil Arts Award.
Another important aspect of our convention is the
General Business Meeting on Saturday morning
where committee information, budgets, and inspiration
will be shared. Our Membership Luncheon is always
special because we celebrate YOU! I know you won’t
want to miss what Joan Rog and her committee have
planned. Our day ends in the most beautiful way with
a tribute to our chapter presidents who are completing
their biennium. Finally, Sunday morning is a time to
remember our sisters who have touched our lives but
are no longer with us followed by the celebration of
the accomplishments of aspiring educators and other
young women at the Awards Breakfast.
Very soon new leaders will be installed at the chapter
level to continue the fantastic work of providing
exciting programs, relevant professional development
opportunities and of course the sisterhood of DKG.
We hope you will make plans to attend the Training
for Chapter Leaders in June. It will be held in Belleville
on June 2, 2018 and in Ottawa on June 9, 2018. Don’t
miss an opportunity for a morning of discussion,
sharing and mentoring for each of you.
Our biennium goals focus on Leadership Development,
Programs, Marketing, and Membership. We are trying
to “make the unseen seen” by making all aspects of
DKG visible to women educators throughout our state.
I know that we can “Expect Great Things” from all our
members after all, we are Key Women Educators,
impacting education worldwide! If you need anything
at all just ask. We are here for one another.
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Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies Awards Stipends
Carol Hughes
Board Member, Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies, Inc.

At its November GoToMeeting, the Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies, Inc. considered
requests for funding from chapters and individuals. Six stipends totaling $5,646 were awarded to support
projects related to the improvement of education in Illinois. A variety of creative and worthy projects were
approved for funding.
Chapter Stipends

Individual Stipends

Alpha Phi (Deborah Bicknell) was awarded $1,000 for
“Raise A Reader.” The chapter continues to support a
community-based reading project and will expand the
project at Passavant Hospital by purchasing books
for newborns along with educational materials for
parents. Alpha Phi will also seek to fulfill the health
department’s request for books for older elementary
students.

Teresa Cameron (Omicron) was awarded $1,506
for “iPads for Education (Part II).” With the purchase
of these additional iPads more students will be able
to read a variety of novels electronically since their
paperback texts could no longer be repaired.

Beta Eta (Diane Peach) was awarded $1,800 for
“Books for Babies.” Coordinating with Gateway
Regional Medical Center, the chapter will give each
newborn baby and mother a new book as well as
parent materials to encourage literacy at an early age.
Delta (Jacqueline Bainter) was awarded $500 for “A
Look into the Historical Past of Belleville.” Delta pays
for the buses of all but one school for the 4th grade
field trip to two historic homes and provides a guide in
six rooms in each home.

Shirley McKinney (Gamma) was awarded $400 for
“I CAN READ” Book Project. The funds will assist the
Clark County Retired Teachers Association in giving a
book to each 1st grade student in the county.
Shirley Jordan (Alpha Mu) was awarded $440 for
“Excellerations Building Creative and Critical Thinking.”
Children ages 3-12 will use magnetic, translucent,
colored tiles to classify and sort by attributes, explore
magnetism, and make 3D creations that develop
creative and critical thinking skills.

Training for Chapter Leaders -- June 2018
Experienced and inexperienced chapter leaders
will not want to miss this opportunity to hone their
leadership skills, plan for a new DKG future, and learn
the fine points on making their biennium successful.
Plus, you will have a good time meeting with Lambda
State Leaders.
Your newly elected President, Educational Excellence
Chair, Membership Chair, Treasurer, Finance Chair,
and Communication/Publicity Chair have been invited
to one of two sessions. Send the registration form
electronically or via mail enclosed with your check
to the registration chair, Linda Adcock (leadership.
lambda.ilstate@gmail.com) 3508 Tallgrass Dr.,
Naperville, IL 60564-4440. If all chapter leaders are
attending at one site, then only one form is required.
Otherwise, please duplicate the form if your chapter
leaders are attending at different locations and on
different dates.
The registration fee for boths sites of $11 per person
includes registration, materials, and a delicious
continental breakfast of pastries, coffee, juice, and

fruit. Please note: A late registration fee of $1.00 per
person will be assessed for materials postmarked
after May 15, 2018. REFUNDS will not be issued after
May 15, 2018.
June 2, 2018, 8:00 am – 12:00 pm. -- Belleville
Central Junior High School, 1801 Central School Rd,
Belleville, IL. *There is a large parking lot for your
convenience. Please leave spaces immediately in
front of the school for those with handicap stickers.
Signs will indicate reserved handicap parking.
June 9, 2018, 8:00 am – 12:00 pm. -- Ottawa High
School, 211 East Main Street, Ottawa, IL *Parking
is available in the lot across the street from the high
school. There is another lot on the east end of the
building. The entrance we will use will be clearly
marked with a Lambda State Training for Chapter
Leaders sign. We are using the second building on
Main St. Do not use the main school entrance.
Use Google Maps Or Mapquest for Specifc
Directions from Your Home
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Training for Chapter Leaders -- June 2018
Quick Glance
Chapter leadership sessions will involve these chapter officers or chairs:
President, Educational Excellence, Membership, Treasurer, Finance, & Communications/Publicity
8:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M
Arrive at 8:00 to enjoy breakfast.
Sessions begin promptly at 8:30.

Don’t Miss the Lambda State Convention
at the Westin Lombard
Bev Johns, Educational Excellence Chair

Start spreading the news! A great Lambda State Convention is planned with lots of exciting activities. We are
very pleased with the diversity of programs. There is indeed something for everyone. The program is featured
on the next few pages. We thank the many speakers who submitted such high quality programs. Please
support these individuals by attending the convention and bringing your colleagues.
**Please note that some of these workshops require advance registration on your part and have a separate
cost to cover the materials. These workshops will be on a first-come first-serve basis.
You will notice several workshop sessions that will be awarding professional development hours. You will also
notice some fun workshops that you can attend for your own personal growth.
One set of one-hour sessions will be held on Friday night and two sets of one-hour sessions will be held on
Saturday. We also are excited about having two sets of 10-minute takeaway sessions on a variety of topics
from writing poetry to making a family time capsule.

Pre-Convention Tour
Our pre-convention tour is all set and will be a trip to the Odeum Expo Center for their Spring Arts and Crafts
Festival which will feature over 350 booths. The trip will be Friday, April 20, 2018, from 1-4 p.m. You can find
the flyer for registering for the tour on page 10 of this Newscaster. Share it with your colleagues because
space is limited and will be first-come, first-served basis.

Teach To Lead
Activities will actually begin on Thursday afternoon when we begin the Teach to Lead Summit, which will be
on Thursday afternoon and all day Friday. If you are interested in learning more about it, please let Debbie
LeBlanc know and she will send you information. Teams from school districts, universities, or other educational
agencies will be coming together to problem solve on ways to improve their collaborative work.

Exhibitors/Vendors
As another new venture for Lambda State because of several requests from members, we are going to have

a few exhibitors/vendors at this year’s convention. We are starting small to see if this is worthwhile. These
exhibitors/vendors cannot compete with the Women in the Arts Art Mart but can include exhibits of oils, books,
make up, and other items. If you want to be an exhibitor, contact Bev Johns at: beverleyhjohns@gmail.com.
There is no cost for a table, but we ask that you have a no-cost raffle for individuals who purchase at your
table.
Looking forward to seeing you at the Westin in Lombard. Bring a carload of individuals with you and expect
great things.
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Program for the 2018 Lambda State Convention
Friday, April 20, 2018
8:10 p.m. - 9:25 p.m.
**Denotes eligible for Professional
Development Hours
Your Choice of these Sessions
1. Iris Paper Folding—Come learn to make a beautiful
greeting card that anyone who receives will want to keep.
Ribbon will be utilized to form a beautiful Red Rose Card.
The card can be given or it makes a beautiful framed piece
of art. This workshop is limited to 20 people and has a cost
of $3.00. Registration is on a first-come first-serve basis
and please notify Bev Johns at: beverleyhjohns@gmail.
com. You must bring your fee with you that evening.
Presenter: Bobbie Finn
2. Breakout Edu - This Breakout involves learning through
process and product! Get ready to get active and put your
brain to work with other participants! Join us to learn about/
refresh your memory of the SAMR model for integrating
technology into teaching while working to break out! The
SAMR model for technology integration (created by Dr.
Ruben Puentedura) is a useful tool for finding ways to
integrate technology into lessons/activities in meaningful
ways to facilitate learning. Can this be useful in your
teaching life? Yes! Can this be useful in your ‘non-teaching’
life? Yes! Plus, it’s a great way to have some fun, try
something different, and meet new people!
**Eligible for Professional Development Credit
Presenters: Jen Burisek and Rene DeGuzman
3. Zentangle Bookmarks—An easy-to-learn, relaxing and
fun method to create beautiful images by drawing structured
patterns. Zentangle is a proven method for mindfulness;
fosters self-esteem and focus; reduces stress and has a
calming influence. Participants will learn the basic steps
of Zentangle and use it to create two bookmarks. The
workshop is limited to 25 people and has a $5.00 fee
includes tool kit and bookmarks. Registration is on a firstcome first-serve basis and please notify Bev Johns at:
beverleyhjohns@gmail.com. You must bring your fee
with you that evening.
**Eligible for Professional Development Credit.
Presenters: Pat Poertner and Mary Stayner
4. Book Talk—Courage to Teach. Take time to reflect on
your decision to become a teacher as we discuss Parker
Palmer’s insightful book for all educators. Let’s share our
experiences and celebrate this profession. Whether you
are a new, veteran, or retired teacher, come spend time
discussing your teaching journal and help to inspire and

uplift your fellow-educator. Didn’t have time to read the
book….no worries! This topic is one in which we all can
share our expertise and enthusiasm for teaching.
**Professional Development Credit will be given.
Presenter: Suzy Perkins
5. Autism in the Classroom—Participants will
understand and be able to demonstrate specific needs
and modifications of students with special needs, including
autism, in a classroom in the areas of communication,
academics, social skills, sensory integration and behavior
management.
**This session is eligible for Professional Development
Credit.
Presenter: Mary Wrobel
6. Why Are All of My Teachers Women?—Come and
meet Catharine Beecher (1800-1878) who set out to create
elementary school teaching as a “women’s profession.”
Why? Because “women’s true calling was to be a wife and
mother and managing a classroom would be such excellent
training.” Come and hear Miss Beecher’s life and learn
more about our profession from Catharine.
Presenter: Dr. Wendy McCarty

Saturday, April 21, 2018
Ten Minute Takeaways—2:00 p.m. - 2:10 p.m.
Your choice of these sessions full of great ideas
1. How To Create a Catchy Newsletter that Your Chapter
Members will want to read - This session will give you
great ideas about creating a well-organized and attractive
newsletter.
Presenter: Susan Yasillo
2. Easy Yoga to Keep You Young and Mobile - Variations
of Yoga can be done by anyone whether they are sitting
in a chair or standing up. Yoga moves keep you young
and assist you in maintaining balance. As we age, we all
fear a fall. Yoga can improve your balance, can improve
your breathing, and can keep you agile. The key to Yoga is
doing what you can do.
Presenter: Marilyn Myers
3. What Can the Foundation Do for You? - Come to this
brief session to learn more about the many resources of
the Lambda State Foundation.
Presenter: Bev Madsen
4. Capturing the Lived Histories of Veteran Teachers.
Presenters will share their on-going project with Delta
Kappa Gamma members and preservice teachers. The
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impetus, the process, and the progress thus far will be
shared so that others may replicate this project.
Presenters: Dr. Jennifer Stringfellow, and
Mrs. Stephanie Woodley
5. Do You Feel Like You’re Drinking Water from a
Fire Hydrant? - Do you wake up every morning feeling
overwhelmed by everything you have to do? Are you
not sure how to get everything done in the day? Maybe
you retired and you still can’t accomplish all your tasks.
Come to this session to learn 10 tips when you’re feeling
overwhelmed and just don’t know where to start.
Presenter: Bev Johns
6. Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Setting
Up a Chapter Facebook Page - Come to this session to
learn how to set up your chapter’s Facebook page. Learn
from a pro who organizes and coordinates the Facebook
page for Omicron Chapter.
Presenter: Charlotte Farrell
Ten-Minute Takeaways — 2:15 p.m. - 2:25 p.m.
Your Choice of these Sessions
1. Creating a Time Capsule for Your Family, Business,
or Organization - This session gives a great idea for
preserving family history by creating a time capsule.
Presenter: Dr. Kammie Richter
2. Will the Real You Stand Up? - If you want people to
know who the real you is, then you need to write your story.
This session will give you some ideas about how to write
your story to preserve your history and to pass on to your
family members.
Presenter: Marilyn Myers
3. Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About
Maintaining a Chapter Facebook Page - Come to this
session to learn how to maintain your chapter’s Facebook
page once you have it set up. Learn from a pro who
organizes and coordinates the Facebook page for Omicron
Chapter.
Presenter: Charlotte Farrell
4. Deeper in Debt, Women and Student Loans - The
AAUW research, Deeper in Debt, Woman and Student
Loans, explains how and why student debt becomes a
woman’s issue as women represent 56% of those enrolled
in American Colleges and Universities in the fall of 2016.
Presenter: Alice Huebner
5. How and Why You Should Be a School Board Member
This 10-minute take away session will discuss why it is
important for an educator to be on every school board. It
will also include information regarding the process of how
to become a school board member.
Presenter: Karen Parks

6. What Do Poetry and Fishing Have in Common?
Just like fishing, in writing poetry, you need quiet, the right
equipment, and the right bait. With just four words, you
can do some “Poem Sketching” A term that Sandford Lyne
came up with for getting your creative juices flowing.
Presenter: Bonnie Lawhorn
ONE HOUR SESSIONS - 2:40 P.M. - 3:40 P.M.
Your Choice of These Nine Sessions
1. Human Trafficking: It’s a Lot Closer than You Think.
Chris will be covering an overview of human trafficking and
how educators can identify when it is going on in schools. He
will also talk about what can be done to educate students to
protect them, including how traffickers use social media to
communicate with kids. He will cover the work that INK180
does cooperating with other organizations and federal law
enforcement to fight trafficking. This session will conclude
with participant questions and answers.
**Professional Development Hours will be given.
Presenter: Chris Baker
2. Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about the
Constitutional Changes - Our international visitor will be
reviewing the constitutional changes that will be considered
in Austin. Stay informed about the latest changes and what
they could mean for the future of Delta Kappa Gamma.
Dr. Simmons will provide more specifics about the
Constitutional Changes at this session.
Presenter: Gwen S. Simmons, Ed.D.
3. Book Talk—Wonder - Come and discuss this engaging
and emotional juvenile novel by R.J. Palacio. Participants
will discuss the timely themes of this book that directly relate
to the field of education. Themes include: family, friendship,
appearances, kindness, acceptance, and education.
Whether you read the book, see the movie, or both, come
join this discussion and the “Choose Kind” movement.
**Professional Development Hours will be given.
Presenters: Karleen Yohnka and Jacqui Rothman
4. What The Foundation Has to Offer You - Come to this
session to learn about the many resources awaiting you by
applying for a Foundation Stipend.
Presenter: Bev Madsen
5. Traveling Made Easy - Whether you are a weekend
traveler or a world traveler, the questions of what to wear,
how much to pack and how to pack are always important.
This workshop will focus on packing tips from selecting
your wardrobe, including footwear, purses and scarves, to
packing an organized suitcase so that, when you arrive,
you can unpack with ease and dress in style. We will also
spend some time practicing scarf tying because a scarf can
be a versatile accessory for any trip. Please bring a scarf
(rectangular if you have one). Happy Travels!
Presenter: Jan Shawgo
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6. Understanding How Essential Oils Can Improve
Your Health - What is all the fuss about essential oils? Are
essential oils just a fad? Essential oils, which have been
used for thousands of years, are being used to support
emotional and physical needs. They are being seen in
discount stores and in research hospitals. How can we
discern fact from fiction?
Presenter: Jan Williams
7. Google Folders Working for You - Participants will
see how Google Folders can work for them with Delta
Kappa Gamma business and for many outer activities
especially classroom teaching. In particular, the shared
folders for chapter and classroom and school newsletter
and yearbooks will be discussed.
** Professional Development Hours will be provided
Presenters: Mary Jane Sterling and Rene DeGuzman
8. Iceland: Land of Fire and Ice and DKG - Curious about
ICELAND…culture, schools, and DKG? Are you interested
in visiting virtually or in person? This presentation will
appeal to your sense of adventure while you explore
dramatic landscapes including volcanoes, geysers, and
lava fields. Find out why this country has a high literacy
rate, values education and promotes DKG.
**Professional Development Hours will be provided
Presenter: Dr. Margaret Trybus
9. What Teens and Young Adults with Special Needs,
Including ASD (Autism Spectrum Disorder), Need to
Know - Participants will learn information and rules to
help instruct teens and young adults with special needs,
including ASD, to help them live safe and healthy lives, to
find fulfilling jobs or activities, and to develop good, lasting
relationships, including possible intimate relationships.
**Professional Development Hours will be given.
Presenter: Mary Wrobel
ONE HOUR SESSIONS 3:50 p.m. - 4:50 p.m.
Your Choice of These Nine Sessions
1. Do You Have a Story to Tell? - Learn the steps of
publishing your own children’s story, from your initial idea
to marketing. Session will explore different approaches to
publishing, pitfalls to avoid, rewards, and potential income.
Hear the author’s first-hand experiences as she made the
transition from teacher to published author.
Presenter: Dr. Wendy McCarty
2. Drama Circles For Learners on the Autism Spectrum
Participants will be introduced to drama circle activities to
address the needs of learners on the Autism Spectrum.
Activities utilize visual/tactile strengths of learners and aim
to help improve their skills related to engaging with others
and/or functioning in group settings.
**Professional development credit will be given.
Presenter: Patty Walsh

3. What “Treasures” Are in Your Boxes - This session
will focus on sharing boxes representing Joy, Friendship,
Challenges, Gifts, Memories, Wishes, and the Future.
There will be opportunities for participant sharing.
Presenter: Antoinette Minuzzo
4. Government Information for Educators: Bringing
History to your fingertips - Attendees will learn about two
government information tools for teachers: Ben’s Guide to
the U.S. Government and DocsTeach.
**Professional Development Credit will be given.
Presenter: Sarah Erekson
5. Zentangle - Zentangle is an easy-to-learn, relaxing, fun
method to create beautiful images by drawing structured
patterns. Zentangle is a proven method for mindfulness;
fosters self-esteem and focus: reduces stress and has a
calming influence. Participants will learn the basic steps of
Zentangle and how to use it in their professional/personal
life. There is a $5 fee that includes a tool kit and tiles.
There is a limit of 25 participants. If you wish to attend
this workshop, please send Bev Johns an email at
beverleyhjohns@gmail.com and you must bring your $5
to the session itself.
**Professional Development Hours will be given.
Presenters: Sue Dion, Pat Poertner, and Mary Stayner
6. Are Pre-Teachers Reading? - We are teacher education
professionals who enjoy reading for leisure, yet we’ve asked
ourselves if the next generation of teachers is reading.
Audience participation will be part of this presentation.
Presenters: Dr. Christina Edmonds-Behrend, Dr. Jennifer
Stringfellow, Mrs. Stephanie Woodley and Jess Howell
7. Stop the Clutter - Do you have too much stuff and you
don’t have any place to put it? Have you collected a lot of
dust catchers in your home? Does your office look like a
cyclone hit it? Are you not sure what to do with all of your
chapter’s history? This session will help you get started in
your quest to get rid of the clutter.
Presenters: Marilyn Myers, Kammie Richter, and Bev Johns
8. Membership Strategies for Your Chapter. This session
will focus on ways to strengthen your membership through
effective recruitment and retention strategies.
Presenters: Janet Drews and Dr. Joan Rog
9. Women Leaders in Saudi Arabia - The role of women
in Saudi Arabia is changing. Come hear about the personal
experiences of two woman studying and living in the US
who have experienced gender differences in their society
and now are becoming women leaders who will make
a difference in the future of education in their country.
Traditions, customs, and how women are emerging in the
work force in Saudi Arabia will be explained.
**Professional Development Hours will be given.
Presenters: Adwha Almugati and Jehan Abduljabbar
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Convention Schedule at a Glance
Thursday, April 19, 2018
12:30-4:00 pm Teach to Lead Pre-Summit
		
Regional Office of Education Wheaton, IL

Friday, April 20, 2018
8:00-3:30
		

Teach to Lead Summit
Regional Office of Education Wheaton, IL

Saturday, April 21, 2018
11:15-12:15 pm

Art Mart open

12:15-1:45 pm

Membership Luncheon

2:00-6:00 pm

Registration open

2:00-2:10 pm

Take Away Sessions

2:15-2:25 pm

Take Away Sessions

2:00-4:45 pm

Art Mart open

2:00-5:00 pm

Hospitality Room open

2:40-3:40 pm

Session II – Workshops

3:50-4:50 pm

Session III – Workshops

5:00-6:00 pm

“Lambda State Singers” Rehearsal

5:00-6:00 pm

Chamber Ensemble Rehearsal

5:00-5:30 pm
		

Art Mart pick-up
Hospitality Room pick-up

5:15-6:15 pm

Lambda State Social

10:00-11:00 am

Pre-Convention Meeting with Hotel Staff

1:00-4:00 pm

Pre-Convention Tour Hotel Lobby

4:00-9:00 pm

Registration open

4:30-6:00 pm
		

Delivery of Art Mart Items
Delivery of Hospitality Items

5:45-7:00 pm
		

Lambda State Leaders’ Dinner
(Invitation)

6:00-7:00 pm
		

Art Mart open
Hospitality Room open

7:15-7:20 pm
		

Welcome, Debbie LeBlanc
Lambda State President

6:20 pm
		

Chapter Presidents line
up outside Banquet Room

7:20-8:00 pm

Gwen Simmons, Society Representative

8:10-9:25 pm

Session I - Workshops

6:20 pm
		

Seating open to all members
including all past state presidents

9:30-10:30 pm
		

Networking and Social Hour
for all DKG members

6:30 pm

Seating of Chapter Presidents

7:00-9:30 pm

Presidents’ Rose Ceremony and Banquet

Saturday, April 21, 2018
6:30-10:00 am
		

Cash & Carry Coffee & Breakfast
Full Breakfast

6:30-7:45 am

“Lambda State Singers” Rehearsal

6:45-7:55 am

Chamber Ensemble Rehearsal

7:00-7:55 am

Registration Open

7:30-7:55 am

Executive Board Sign-In

8:00-10:45 am

General Business Meeting

10:55-11:15 pm

Executive Board Meeting

10:30 am-4:00 pm Vendors open
11:15-12:15 pm

Registration open

Sunday, April 22, 2018
7:15-9:00 am

Registration Open

6:30-7:45 am

“Lambda State Singers” Rehearsal

6:45-7:45 am

Chamber Ensemble Rehearsal

7:00-7:45 am

Celebration of Life Rehearsal

8:00-8:45 am

Celebration of Life Service

9:00-11:15 am

Awards Breakfast

12:30-2:30 pm

Post-Convention Meeting with Hotel Staff

** This schedule is subject to change.

Expecting Great Things!
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Come Early to the 2018 Lambda State Convention and
Take An Exciting Trip With Us!
Do you like Arts and Crafts?

Do you like to Shop ‘til you Drop?

If so, we have the pre-convention trip for you. On Friday, April 20, 2018, from 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
you will have the chance to go to the Spring Festival at the Odeum Expo Center, 1033 North Villa
Avenue, in Villa Park, Illinois.
This Spring Festival will have over 350 arts and crafts booths at an inside venue and is one of the
largest exhibits of arts and crafts in the state of Illinois. There will also be an opportunity to purchase
food there on your own or you can eat your lunch at the hotel before you leave.
The total cost is $28 and includes your admission to the Expo Center and a deluxe motor coach to
and from the Odeum. The motor coach will pick you up at the hotel, the Westin Lombard, at 1:00
p.m. and take you directly to the Odeum. You can shop all you like and then the motor coach will
pick you up at the Odeum at 4:00 p.m. and bring you back to the Westin Lombard.
Space is limited so register early and enjoy a huge arts and crafts festival.
Name_________________________________________________
Phone Number_________________________________________
E-Mail (for confirmation)__________________________________
___Yes, I want to attend the preconvention tour. Enclosed is my check for $28.00 that includes
admission and the motor coach to and from the festival. We will leave the Westin Lombard promptly
at 1:00 p.m.
This trip is first-come, first-served basis
so please notify Bev Johns at beverleyhjohns@gmail.com
when you mail your check.
Checks should be made payable to: Lambda State Delta Kappa Gamma and sent to:
Bev Johns, PO Box 340, Jacksonville, IL 62651-0340
Registration deadline is March 15, 2018
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Art Mart at the Lambda Sate Convention
Christine Scheffel, WIA Committee Member

Women in the Arts present the 2018 Art Mart at the Lambda State Convention from April 20–22, 2018 at
the Westin in Lombard Yorktown Center. This year’s theme is “Creative Wonders: Expect Great Things!”
Proceeds will help fund the M. Josephine O’Neil Arts Award. Chapters are encouraged to donate handmade
items such as: quilts, baskets, weavings, crocheted or knitted items, paintings, wood creations, ceramics,
garden art, cards, DKG Items, shirts, scrapbook pages, jewelry, and other small items participants can share
with their chapters. Items may be brought in on Friday evening from 4:30 - 6:00 pm. The Art Mart shopping
hours are from 6:00 - 7:00 pm on Friday as well as 11:00 - 12:00 pm and 2:00 - 4:45 pm on Saturday. Items
must be picked up between 5:00 and 5:30 pm on Saturday. Please contact Christine Scheffel (618-781-3714,
cscheffel@eawr.org) if you have any questions.

Motions To Be Considered at Lambda State Convention
Saturday, April 21, 2018
Please bring these proposed motions with you to the Convention General Membership Business
Meeting at which time they will be considered.
These motions are being made by the Lambda State Rules Committee. Upon approval they will
take effect immediately.
Lambda State Bylaws
Now Reads
Proposed Change
If approved, will read
ARTICLE IX COMMITTEES
Section 3. Duties of committees
A. (1) The Chapter Visitation
Committee shall arrange for chapter
visitation on a biennial basis,
or more frequently for chapters
needing assistance. Chapter
visitors shall review chapter rules
biennially to insure consistency
with the Lambda State and
International governing documents.
7/13

In the second sentence strike:
Chapter visitors
Insert: State ambassadors
Rationale: We have called visitors
Ambassadors since the 2011-2013.
Ambassador is a much more
positive term.
Fiscal Impact: None

A. (1) The Chapter Visitation
Committee shall arrange for
chapter visitation on a biennial
basis, or more frequently for
chapters needing assistance.
State ambassadors shall review
chapter rules biennially to insure
consistency with the Lambda
State and International governing
documents.

Upon approval of the above Bylaw Amendment, the Lambda State Rules Committee shall automatically bring the
Lambda State Standing Rules into conformity and report the action to the Executive Board and/or convention and
publish such action in the Lambda State Newscaster.

Continued on page 12
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If approved, will read

Article 1 FOR STATE
Section 1.31, A
2. A training meeting for all state
visitors shall be held prior to the
beginning of the chapter visits. A
written report shall be required from
all state visitors. Visitor packets
shall be distributed at the training
meeting.
4/15

Strike: A written report shall be
required from all state visitors.
Rationale: This sentence belongs
in 1.31.A, 4, which lists reports to
be completed by the state visitor.
Fiscal Impact: None

Section 1.31, A
4. The State visitor is responsible
for completing the chapter rules
checklist at the time of her official
visit.
9/01

Edit: Chapter Rules Checklist.
Strike: at the time of her official
visit.
Insert: and the Report of Chapter
Visit.
Rationale: Chapter Rules Checklist
is a specific form.
Both reports should be in the same
section.

2. A training meeting for all state
visitors shall be held prior to the
beginning of the chapter visits.
Visitor packets shall be distributed
at the training meeting.
NOTE: When the Bylaws
amendment above has passed, the
word visitor in this section will be
edited to ambassador. (Standing
Rule IX 1.31, I, 4)
4. The state visitor is responsible
for completing the Chapter Rules
Checklist and the Report of
Chapter Visit.
NOTE: When the Bylaws
amendment above has passed, the
word visitor in this section will be
edited to ambassador. (Standing
Rule IX 1.31, 1, 4)

Fiscal Impact: None
“The Bylaws and Standing Rules Amendments, if approved, will result in edits to the following sections of the Standing
Rules.  Article I. Section 1.12, D and D. 1. Section 1.31, A. 1, 2, 4, and 5. Article 5.  Section 5.2, A. 1.”

2018 Proposed Amendments
to the International Constitution
Dr. Debra LeBlanc, Lambda State President

There are 79 proposed amendments to the DKG Constitution and 43 proposed amendments to the
International Standing Rules which will be brought to the floor for action at the 2018 International Convention
in Austin this summer. The proposals have been posted on our International Website www.dkg.org and will
be mailed to all members in the March/ April DKG NEWS.
Between now and July please study and discuss the proposed amendments individually and with your
chapter. The proposals are organized into groups which include Simplify, Membership, Identity/Names,
Committees and Boards, Latitude, Nominations/Voting, and Regional Conferences/Training. There are
stories behind each of the major areas, and I as your president, encourage you to read them to understand
the background and rationale of each one. Your opinion is important to me – my vote represents the thoughts
and opinions of our state organization. I look forward to talking with you soon!
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The New and Greatly Improved DKG App is here!
This app will quickly become your "go-to" source for
information from International. You will have access to
calendars/deadlines, news, messages, links, documents,
and more.
Download and Log In Instructions:
First, please delete the old app!

The new app is free to download and is password protected.
Once you have accessed the app, you will be prompted
to log in. Please use the e-mail that the DKG has on file
for you, then push the 'E-mail Password' button. You'll
receive an e-mail walking you through how to establish
the password of your choosing. Once completed, login to
the app with your e-mail address and new password and
explore! Navigate using the Menu button (3 horizontal
lines) in the upper left corner.
To get the Delta Kappa Gamma 365 mobile app:
• iPhone and iPad users--search “DKG 365” or
“Delta Kappa Gamma" on the Apple App Store.
• Android users--search “DKG365” or
“Delta Kappa Gamma" on the Google Play Store.
• Blackberry, Windows, laptops--go to this address on
your smartphones or computer browsers
(omit www): https://dkg.gatherdigital.com

Eileen McNally
2016 - 2018 International
Communications & Publicity Committee
Serving the Northeast Region
Visit our Blog: http://dkgsi.blogspot.com
Alpha Delta State, Ohio
Webmaster: alphadeltastate.weebly.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ADSOhio/
Beta Delta Chapter, Ohio
First Vice-President, Webmaster & Editor
BetaDeltaOh.weebly.com
emcnally2535@twc.com
740-404-9926

2018 Proposed United States Forum Operational Guidelines
The chair of the 2016-2018 US Forum Steering Committee, Carmela DeMarco, appointed an ad hoc committee to
revise the 2011 US Forum Operational Guidelines. The Ad Hoc Committee is pleased to share the proposed 2018
United States Forum Operational Guidelines with you. Members can find the proposed guidelines on the US Forum
Website http://www.usforumdkg.org/operational-guidelines.html.
All United States DKG members attending the 2018 International Convention are eligible to vote on the proposed
Operational Guidelines at the Forum. The Forum will be held from 2:00 to 4:00 PM on Friday, July 20, at the J.W.
Marriott Hotel in Austin, Texas. Amendments will be considered during deliberation of the proposed guidelines during
the Forum.
The 2016-2018 Ad Hoc Committee to Revise the United States Forum Operational Guidelines
Dr. Elizabeth Tarner, Chair, 1996-1998 US Forum Chair
Dr. Angela Bedenbaugh, 2010-2012 US Forum Chair
Carmela DeMarco, 2016-2018 US Forum Chair
Carrie Frye, 2014-2016 Southeast Representative, US Forum
Jean Gray, 2002-2004 DKG International President; Parliamentarian
Peggy King, 2005-2007 US Forum Chair
Linda McCrary, 1994-1996 US Forum Chair
Carolyn Pittman, ex officio, 2016-2018 DKG International President
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Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Alpha

The chapter
celebrated the holidays by meeting for a Saturday
breakfast. They also held their annual silent auction
to support the Chapter’s Recruitment Grant. Members
contributed winter decorations, handmade items,
baked goods, and books to the cause. Alpha sisters
raised over $900 to be used toward their grant which
is awarded to a Northern Illinois University student
majoring in education.
(DeKalb, Lee, & Ogle Counties)

Beta (McLean County) Members heard tips for decluttering their lives, their drawers, their garages
and their closets during a fall meeting when member
Marilyn Myers highlighted chapters on Acting on
Clutter which she co-authored with Lambda State
members Beverley Johns and Dr. Kammie Richter.
The annual Founders Day meeting was held in
February, 2018, at the local IEA office. The theme
of the meeting was “Not in Our Town,” and featured
speaker Mike Matejka, Government Affairs Director for
the Great Plains Laborers District Council. Members of
Alpha Beta and Beta Iota were guests at the meeting.
Gamma

Members
gathered at the Smith House in Tuscola where Jackie
Streeper-Green gave an informative presentation on
the Upward Bound Program. Judi Vaughn presented
the chapter’s third-for-the-year Early Educator Award
to Laura Hawk, media specialist at Carl Sandburg
School in Charleston.
(Coles, Douglas, & Edgar Counties)

Delta (Jefferson, St. Clair, & Washington Counties) After a
successful silent auction at their December meeting,
members are concentrating on providing tours of two
historical houses in Belleville. Each month, a basket is
passed at the meetings to collect money for buses to
transport 4th grade classes to the homes built in the
1800’s. This activity is sponsored by the St. Clair County
Historical Society and the Lambda State Foundation for
Educational Studies helped fund the bus trips. Chapter
retired members become experts on different rooms in
the homes and explain features and contents of the
rooms to students. They have interesting comments
from the children. When a guide asked the students
how she knew Abraham Lincoln had visited this home
in Belleville, one student answered with, “Because
you were there and saw him?” Hopefully the students
come away from the tours with a better understanding
of what life was like in the 1800’s, and so the chapter’s
retired teachers continue to teach.

Zeta

(Boone & Winnebago Counties) The

chapter initiated
three new sisters during their September meeting.
October and November was a time of learning about the
community. Members toured the Muslim Community
Center and Mosque which was a great learning
experience! They also visited GiGi’s Playhouse to learn
about programming for Downs Syndrome children and
young adults. During their December meeting members
enjoyed chair yoga and Christmas Carols led by sister
Dixie Leden.

Iota (Cook County) Last year the chapter lost a special

person who had been a member
of the chapter since 1942.
Elizabeth (Betty) Iwert died at the
age of 103, but her legacy will live
on for many years due to a special
scholarship fund she generously
and graciously established in
her and her husband’s name The Elizabeth and William C.
Iwert Scholarship Fund. A scholarship committee has
been designated to oversee the distribution of the
scholarships.

Lambda (Menard & Sangamon Counties) Members set up
a booth at the Memorial Medical Center’s Women’s

Health Fair in Springfield to promote the chapter.
Sadieka Qadeem, Diane East, and Jenni Dahl
talked to many educators who were interested in more
information about DKG. Those interested educators
will be invited to a spring meeting of the chapter!

Mu (Mercer & Rock Island Counties) In October, the chapter

celebrated its 80th birthday with a par-tea! Chapter
members, former members, and sisters from their
sponsored chapter, Beta Epsilon,
(continued on p. 15)
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Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
MU

and items to fill many shoeboxes.
Chapter members participated in
a book share at their November
meeting which was held at Larry’s
Café in Plainfield.

enjoyed High Tea foods,
browsed through chapter scrapbooks, dressed in
(continued from p. 14)

Rho member Nancy Louck talks about what she
is currently reading.

vintage hats and gloves, and recognized Mu Chapter
presidents. Everyone enjoyed a presentation of chapter
history by Carolyn Mesick, who offered a challenge to
the chapter to continue fulfilling the Purposes of the
Society.

Nu (Peoria County) Chapter members learned about
the educational programs offered through the Peoria
PlayHouse Children’s Museum. They also participated
in a Peoria Reads book discussion of Station Eleven.
Omicron

Members
Jan Kaufman and Mary Sue Myers presented
a program about the
Mendota Food Pantry in
Mendota and the Illinois
Valley Food Pantry in Peru.
They shared information
about the towns each
pantry serves, the number
of families who receive food
each month, where food is
acquired, and how cash
donations are used. Kaufman has been a volunteer at
the Mendota Food Pantry since 1994 and Myers has
been an Illinois Valley Food Pantry volunteer since
1982. Omicron members bring cash donations for food
pantries to the November and February meetings. The
chapter’s Community Days coupon book sales netted
$2,752.59. The coupon book sales help support several
chapter projects. Three classroom stipends of $200
each were awarded to members Pam Siedentop,
Mechthild Ferguson, and Bridgette Thomas for
their classrooms.

Rho

(Grundy, LaSalle & Putnam Counties)

During their October
game night meeting, members donated a trunk full
of new games for the Morning Star Mission in Joliet
and listened to a speaker from Operation Christmas
Child. The chapter generously contributed both cash
(Kendall & Will Counties)

Phi

(Christian, Montgomery, Sangamon, & Shelby Counties)

Local real estate broker and beekeeper Galen Johnson
presented a program for the
chapter at the Pawnee Masonic
Lodge in Pawnee, IL. He has been
called upon to gather bees when
they are a disturbance -- usually
when swarming to a new locale.
Galen explained that honey was
found in ancient ruins. Honeybees
were not native to North America
and were transported from Europe
to the colonies in the 1600’s. He also touched on
the phenomenon of colony collapse and insects who
threaten the existence of the bee population.

Psi

(Edwards, Gallatin, Hamilton, Saline, Wabash, Wayne, &
White Counties) The chapter enjoyed a Christmas Auction

to raise funds for their scholarships and teacher
stipends. Over $1,800 was raised. Through this project,
the chapter continues to
work toward their goals of
enhancing public relations
with their teachers and
supporting the goals of
DKG.
Pictured are recipients, Gena
Johnson. and Megan King with
President Dawn Skillman.

Alpha Beta

(Livingston, Marshall, & Woodford Counties) At
the November meeting members learned how to do
Zentangle with Sue Dion. The chapter is raising funds to
purchase its eighth well for the Malawi Mission Project.
Physician Dr. Mary Stapel, teacher with Global Health
at the University of Illinois Medical School, recently
discussed the current “Global Health and Trends in
Global Health Education.” Global health relates to
people in areas like Africa and Southeast Asia as well
as in rural areas of the US along with the homeless and
poor in US cities. Human trafficking (continued on p. 16)
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Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Alpha Beta

also ties into global
health. Dr. Stapel shared about the medical mission
trips she took to Haiti and Ghana.
(continued from p. 15)

Alpha Delta (Cook County) During the December meeting
at St. Luke Orthodox Church, Father Andrew Harrison
shared his joy and journey of bringing a steel beam from
the Twin Towers in New York to commemorate 911. It
was given a place of honor in his church. Members
Marie Feltus and Dorothy Flynn were recognized
as 45-year and 40-year members, respectively. Also,
members made and sent cheerful holiday cards, which
included Zentangle images, to those members whom
they had not seen for a while.
Alpha Zeta (Macon, Moultrie, & Platt Counties) Cara Gatchel,

a math/pre-engineering teacher at
Riverton High School and chapter
member, was recently awarded one
of twenty grants available to United
States teachers to attend an allexpense paid trip to the American
Vacuum Society Annual Conference
and National Science Teachers
Workshop in Tampa, Florida. She
received training and the opportunity to network with
teachers, professors, and worldwide vacuum system
industry representatives. Riverton High School will also
be receiving a vacuum pump system paid for by AVS to
use in the school’s pre-engineering classroom.

Alpha Theta

(McHenry County) Chapter member and
former president Beverly Aweve
holds the Golden Apple she
received. The Golden Apple is
awarded each month to a member
who has made an outstanding
contribution to the chapter. It is
presented by the past month’s
recipient and is passed on the
following month.

Alpha Iota (Vermilion County) The chapter recently toured
“Her Home” in Danville, a home for mothers who need
support and a place to live. The director of “Her Home”
presented a program about the home and ways people
can assist with and volunteer in different capacities.
Alpha Kappa

(Franklin, Jackson, Perry, Randolph, &

Williamson Counties) In November, members enjoyed a
program on “The Trail of Tears” given by Kayeleigh

Sharp, a doctoral candidate in the SIUC Department
of Anthropology. At the December meeting, members
participated in “Santa’s Workshop III”. The workshop

this year centered on the preparation of festive personal
hygiene baskets for the residents of the local Women’s
Center. Additionally, new children’s books and baby
items were collected for the annual donation to the
Women’s Center. With a focus on mathematics literacy,
chapter members have been “challenged” to complete
seasonal math problem solving activities.

Alpha Lambda

Members
were treated to a program on Asia by LaRae
Musselman and Mary Beth
Rodman. LaRae and Mary
Beth are pictured wearing
traditional Asian wear. Three
Mid-Career Grant recipients
Susan Sandman, Laurie
Currie and Jessica Fouts
were also introduced and
gave a brief overview of their
projects. Their December
meeting featured holiday
music and fellowship along
with a “Name That Tune”
picture puzzle.

Alpha Mu

(Fulton & Tazewell Counties)

Once a year our Alpha
Mu and Pi Chapters meet for a program. Pi Chapter
provided the program this year and both (continued on p. 17)
(Stephenson County)
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Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Alpha Mu

groups learned about and
helped the local Girl Scouts earn the “DKG Girl Scout
Patch.” Pi member Judy Baer did the work to help
this group of girls earn their patch. Several of the girls
expressed an interest to become teachers.
(continued from p.16)

Alpha Rho

(Henderson, Knox &

Jean Tulin was
honored at the chapter’s October
meeting with recognition for her
years of services as state and
chapter Webmaster. She was
presented with a small gift and a
rose. Jean is an excellent resource
person for the chapter whenever
questions arise. Thanks, Jean, for
your dedication to Lambda State and Alpha Rho.

Warren Counties)

had the opportunity to bid on a variety of items. A
special thanks to the chapter auctioneer Joan Bleck.
In December children were able to create hand-made
Christmas presents for family and friends at their
annual “Gifts From the Heart” event. A few of the
chapter’s members hosted and others volunteered at
a similar event, “A Gift From Me to You,” at a south
suburban elementary school. The chapter has worked
with Together We Cope for 16 years and was honored
at the organization’s annual dinner dance in February.
The chapter regretfully announced the recent passing
of member Aileen Pleasant.

Beta Delta (Franklin, Jackson, Perry, Randolph, & Williamson

Counties)

The Sparta Area Food Pantry exists through

Alpha Sigma (Cook County) Chapter members met for

a festive holiday brunch at the Doubletree Hotel in Oak
Brook. Literacy Chair Dianne Chenier presented “Great
Reads” on the latest books in children’s literature. This
was followed by a group book share and a book swap.
Chapter donations for the DeKalb Food Mart included
paper products, produce, toiletries, and money for
turkeys and hams.

Alpha Upsilon

(Clark, Crawford, Cumberland, Jasper,
Lawrence, & Richland Counties) Chapter members enjoyed

learning about Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library at
a recent meeting. The library provides twelve books
a year to children age birth to five. Mindy Evans,
a teacher in Robinson, is in charge of the Crawford
County Imagination Library. She is responsible for
raising money to support the program and for sending
in the names and addresses of eligible children.

Alpha Chi (Cook County) The chapter had a busy
holiday season extending into the New Year. At their
Christmas party, members packed fifty goodie bags
for children at Between Friends, an organization that
supports families suffering from domestic violence.
Later in the month, members went to the workshop of
Feed My Starving Children to pack food packages for
shipment overseas. Member Angelina Pedroso was
recently welcomed to the ranks of 50-Year members.
Beta Beta (Cook County) In November the chapter held
its annual auction where members and invited guests

monetary donations and generous hours from
volunteers. Chapter member Sue Ann Hooper
volunteers at the pantry serving clients, sorting food
items, stocking shelves and inventorying stock.

Beta Eta (Madison County) Joyce Tracy’s third annual
Zero Mile Fun Run to benefit the Parkinson’s Foundation
was held in August. Joyce began this event coinciding
with her fight with Parkinson’s. She and her boxing
coach gave a demonstration before the “run.” A silent
auction was included in fund raising of over $14,000.
Joyce was at the beginning and end of the “Zero Mile
Run” to congratulate all participants, hand out water
bottles and invite them to keep training for next year.
Member Diane Peach participated in Granite City High
School’s “A Christmas Carol” for her eleventh year. She
has played the part of a townsperson and a ghost of
Christmas Past, and set the standard of the character
of “Marley.” She portrayed a special character of a
“crazy old lady” this year. During the summer of 2017,
she traveled to Poland to teach children (continued on p. 18)
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Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Beta Eta

about Native Americans.
She traveled to Germany in 2014 to learn about
Kristallnacht, and continues to give lectures about
the night of Kristallnacht to various groups and
organizations. The chapter honored Veteran’s Day
by delivering lap blankets, new socks, t-shirts and
personal grooming items to the John Cochran Veteran’s
Memorial Hospital.
(continued from p. 17)

Consul-General Mr. Naoki Ito during a December 6,
2017 ceremony and dinner. The CJAHS focuses on the
preservation and presentation of Japanese American
history throughout the Chicago area.

Gamma Alpha

Members enjoyed
a wonderful Christmas party at the home of Mary
Zeronas. For the third year in a row the chapter has
(Cook County)

Beta Theta

(Kane County) The chapter anticipates
tattoo artist, Chris Baker of Oswego, telling about his
ministry of gang and human trafficking tattoo removal
and cover-up. Intrigued? You have a chance to see him
at Lambda State Convention workshops.

Beta Rho

(Kendall & Will

Counties) Chapter president
Judy
Boylan
(left)
welcomes initiate Monica
Guzman (right).

Beta Phi

The chapter, under the
leadership of Book Angels Project Chairperson Kay
Burton, raised $4,015 to purchase 341 hardcover
(DuPage County)

books that were wrapped for Christmas for needy
children in DuPage County. Some of the funds were
provided by the Lambda State Foundation.

Beta Psi

(Cook County) The
Japanese Emperor conferred
“The Rising Sun Award, Gold
and Silver Rays” on chapter
member and president of the
Chicago Japanese American
Historical
Society
Jean
Mishima. The award was
presented by the Japanese

prepared a meal for the Ronald McDonald House near
Advocate Children’s Hospital in Oak Lawn.

Gamma Gamma (Cook County) Fifty years ago Gamma

Gamma was formally installed as a chapter in Lambda
State. Many fun and innovative aspects have been
added to meetings such as a brief “Guess Who” activity
to help members know each other; a newly developed
“Care Team” for members to communicate special
circumstances when support is needed; little gifts of
support to active members in their educational areas;
working on a chapter Facebook page; and a “Books
for Kids” donation collection. The highlight of the winter
was their annual auction, “Shop ‘Til You Drop” where
they bid on beautiful items, delicious treats, and theme
baskets of special interest. The proceeds go toward
the scholarship fund for a local high school senior
going into teaching. Another annual winter event was
to gather at the “Feed my Starving Children” site to
package grain to be sent worldwide where needed.

Gamma Epsilon (Madison County) Members celebrated

50 years as a chapter on
October 26, 2017. Lambda
State President Debra Le Blanc
joined the membership in the
celebration and helped recognize
sisters that have passed over
the years. Donnie Calvin and
Corrine Podesva were honored
for being 50-Year members and
as part of the inaugural group
that started the chapter.
			

President Debra Vorce,
Donnie Calvin, & Corrine Podesva
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Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Gamma Eta (DuPage County) Chapter members funded
six small grants for classroom teachers as a membership

initiative for 2017-2018. The LaBar-Bruss Grants were
awarded for five classroom projects: Marvelous Math,
Holocaust Immersion, Dual Language Library, STEM
afterschool club for girls, and the Indian Trail Summer
Reading Program.

Gamma Iota (Cook County) Members celebrated their
chapter birthday in December with a luncheon and
monetary gifts to the chapter. They raised money
by wrapping packages at Barnes and Noble on two
different evenings. These events brought in enough
money to provide two shallow wells and a contribution
to Schools for Africa! Guest speaker Dr. Laura
Beltchenko spoke about the history of Golden Books,
their part in children’s reading experiences, and how
they have evolved through the years.
Gamma Upsilon (Edwards, Gallatin, Hamilton, Saline,
Wabash, Wayne, & White Counties) Four chapter members
recently attended the Covered Bridge Festival in
Indiana. They shopped in Mansfield and Bridgeton,
and stopped in Casey, IL to view the giant rocking
chair, mailbox, and other large items displayed around
the town. Community members were invited to attend
the chapter Fantasy Auction in November. Money was
raised to fund the chapter Early Educators Grants.
Each member brought items to be auctioned as
well as a brunch item to share. Fantasy Auction CoPresident Sharon Maguire presented Shirley Byars
and Auctioneer Linda Spicer with their 40-year pins.

Gamma Phi

(Bureau, Henry, & Stark Counties) Chapter
programs concentrating on health issues present in
their area communities and within themselves were
presented during the the fall and winter months. The
programs dealt with drug issues and rehabilitation
efforts in surrounding counties, and a program on ways
to relieve stress. The chapter continued their support of
SEE by awarding five grants for teachers who needed
help to supply instructional aids in their classrooms.

Delta Gamma

(Adams County)

Delta Epsilon

(Clinton & Madison Counties)

The chapter looks
forward to spring meetings with interresting programs.
Member Mary Ann Bartlett will inform the group about
chemical free cleaning and essential oils; Dave Lewis
speaks on his collection of Area Postcards; and four
chapter members share decluttering tips specific to
Quincy. For the last six months Edith Shiraki, Joan
Kammerlohr, Patti Schildt and Mary Ebert have met
to compile research and tips. They will culminate the
year with a money-making garage sale to aid members
in their decluttering projects.
Chapter
members spread a
shining light with their
continual generosity.
They put a book into
the hand of every
kindergartener
in
public and private
schools in their district
annually. At the end of
each school year, books are also donated to school
libraries in the names of outstanding students. During
the spring, the chapter recognizes academically
outstanding seniors at a recognition reception. At
this gathering, monetary scholarships are awarded to
young ladies who will be pursuing careers in education.
In addition to these on-going projects, members bring
donations to the monthly meetings to support programs
that are beneficial to children’s educational success.
Personal donations include food and toiletries for a
local food pantry and a local summer free program,
as well as ready-to-heat or easy food items for “Tote
Me Home” bags that ensure meals for children on
the weekends. Members also donate to “Homework
Help & Hoops” which supports academic success and
provides meaningful enrichment activities in a summer
camp format that includes a hot lunch for children
ages 4-18. Monetary donations are also given to these
programs. The continual generosity of its members is
the cornerstone that makes this chapter so special.
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What is a great way to
spend Wednesday night,
July 18th during the Austin
International Convention?
Not in your room! Not
making a restaurant search!
Not paying a huge cover
charge to see a local band!

Join the fun at
THE SIGHTS AND
SOUNDS OF AUSTIN right
in the JW Marriott Lone Star
Ballroom when the
DKG Educational
Foundation hosts its second
annual Fundraising Event.

Tickets for the event
may be ordered on the
Convention Registration
form, at $155 per person.
Dare to
Expect Great Things!

