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Illinois (Lambda) State to Welcome
Steven L. Layne as Keynote Speaker
Steven L. Layne serves as Professor and Chair of Graduate Programs in Literacy
Education at Judson University in Elgin, IL, where he directs the university’s masters
and doctoral programs in Literacy Education. Dr. Layne’s research and writing focus
on the affective domain as well as on public speaking. He is a fifteen-year veteran
of public education—serving as a classroom teacher in grades two, three, five, six,
seven, and eight.
Dr. Layne is a respected literacy consultant, motivational keynote speaker, and featured author who works with
large numbers of educators and children during school visits and at conferences held throughout the world each
year. His work has been recognized with awards for outstanding contributions to the fields of educational research,
teaching, and writing from organizations such as USA Today newspaper, The Milken Family Foundation, The
National Council of Teachers of English, and the International Reading Association. Dr. Layne has served as the
plenary speaker at a number of conventions including major literacy conferences held in Saudi Arabia, Sweden,
Great Britain, New Zealand, Scotland, Thailand, and Australia.
Dr. Layne has authored more than 30 books including multiple award-winning titles in both the picture book
and young adult genres including his beloved classic—The Teachers’ Night before Christmas, the teen thriller
This Side of Paradise and the heartwarming picture book Love the Baby. Dr. Layne’s first professional book for
educators, Igniting a Passion for Reading: Successful Strategies for Building Lifetime Readers was released
in 2010 to wide acclaim. Newer titles include his newest professional book—In Defense of Read-Aloud—and
picture book Play with Puppy! He lives with his wife and children in St. Charles, Illinois.

Mission Statement

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International promotes professional and
personal growth of women educators and
excellence in education.

Vision Statement

Leading Women Educators
Impacting Education Worldwide
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DKG – Illinois
Expect Great Things
Dr. Debra LeBlanc
2017-2019
Nothing is impossible, the word itself says “I’m
Possible!” Audrey Hepburn
Chapters in Illinois continue to expect
and accomplish great things while
making a positive impact on our
communities, schools, and children.
This is an exciting time of year because
we are inducting new members into
our chapters, renewing friendships
with those we may not have seen over the summer,
and enjoying programs which offer personal and
professional growth. Let me share a story with
you about the impact of a program. Two chapter
presidents wrote that district teachers were invited
to attend a meeting where professional development
credits were offered. The program was so outstanding
that invited guests joined on the spot and paid full
dues for the year! This is not surprising because of
the caliber of programs offered throughout the state.
When it happens more than once, you know you are
on to something great. Questions immediately arose
about when to induct these new members. After
discussion, including input from DKG International, it
was confirmed anytime is fine, and it is not necessary
to wait until spring to do so. These and many more
questions can be asked and answered by your
State Ambassador when she visits your chapter. It is
exciting to read about the visits and learn about all
that is offered in our state. Please remember that we
are always here to answer any questions you may
have, and I welcome invitations to your meetings!
Chapters are embracing the possibilities of offering
membership to collegiate women. I have invited
several chapter leaders who have experience with this
to provide ideas to assist all of us in recruiting these
young women to join our chapters. These leaders will
provide a workshop at our April convention to share
ideas that have been successful in their recruiting
efforts. For now, you may want to begin inviting past
chapter grant winners to attend a meeting or contacting
your local college or university education department
chair or supervisor of student teaching to learn the

names of potential young
women to be considered. If
you have a student teacher
in your school building,
invite her to a meeting and offer her the opportunity
of mentoring, support, fellowship, and professional
growth. The form for collegiate membership as well
as the Rules relating to collegiate membership have
been sent to the chapter presidents and is on the
Lambda State Website (deltakappagamma.org/IL/)
under Membership.
It is always fun to celebrate past events, and I look
forward to those yet to come. This past month was no
exception. The 39th Annual Creative Arts Retreat was
a huge hit for those who attended. Friendships were
renewed over hot glue guns, mod-podge, beading,
basket weaving, dancing, theatre, and getting down
and dirty with cement, to name just a few. The offering
of workshops did not disappoint because there was
something for everyone. The Women in the Arts
Committee members remind you to invite collegiate
women to apply for the M. Josephine O’Neil Arts
Award. Forms are on the Lambda State Website
(deltakappagamma.org/IL/) under Committees –
Women in the Arts. The deadline for application is
February 1, 2019. A special thank you to the tireless
WIA committee members who continue to put on a
class act retreat year after year. Be sure to mark your
calendar to join us on a new date and place, June
28-30, 2019, at Allerton Park in Monticello, Illinois!
The Legislative Seminar was held at the beautiful
Lincoln Library, the Public Library of Springfield,
in late October. It was well worth the time of the
attendees who learned about national politics and the
impact on Illinois, school funding, pension plans and
innovative ideas to grow and nurture future leaders in
our schools. By the time you read this, Illinois citizens
will have cast their votes that will determine the fate
of important projects which impact communities,
schools and children. Thank you to the Legislative
Committee for their work on (continued on page 4)
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DKG Windshield Stickers

(continued from page 3)

this event. It is important for all of us to be informed
on politics and of their impact in our state and nation.
Looking ahead, I want to remind you of several
important Illinois (Lambda) State initiatives you want
be sure to share with your members. Sylvia Olson
needs recommendations for 2019-2021 officers,
committee chairs and committee members. Pam
Painter encourages you to make recommendations
for the Lambda State Achievement Award. Don’t
forget applications for scholarships and special study
stipends that Delores Jones and her committee are
anxious to review. All these forms are are on the
Lambda State Website (deltakappagamma.org/
IL/) on the committee’s page under the specific
committee.
Finally, be sure to mark your calendars for the Illinois
(Lambda) State Convention which will be held at
the Decatur Convention Center and Hotel, April 2628, 2019. Bev Johns has organized a wonderful
pre-convention tour for Friday afternoon. There
will be opportunities for networking, workshops for
professional and personal growth. In addition we
be honoring our members for long-time service and
accomplishments and celebrating young women
who will be future leaders in the Illinois Education
System. Dr. Steve Layne, well-known author and
leader in literacy education, will be our Keynote
Speaker. Chapters are encouraged to participate in
the Chapter Bazaar which is an opportunity to raise
funds for your chapter and Illinois (Lambda) State.
Each chapter receives 75% of the total sales and 25%
is donated to an Illinois (Lambda) State fund of your
choice. Registration forms will be in the December
mailing. You can read more about registration, hotel
accommodations, the tour and the convention in this
issue of the Newscaster.
Continue to Expect Great Things from Illinois! We
are Leading Women Educators Impacting Education
Worldwide and anything and everything is possible!
Happy Holidays to you and yours!
Warmly,
Debbie LeBlanc

available now!
For just $5.00, you can get a windshield sticker to
advertise who we are and what we do! We offered
these at the Legislative Seminar and sold out!
Please share this with your members at your next
meeting and encourage them to support DKG by
displaying our logo on their car. To place an order,
complete the information below and mail it along with
your check to Kammie Richter, Executive Assistant,
4540 E. 2000 North Road, Fithian, IL 61844-5090.
The minimum order is 5 logos. Orders are due the
15th of the month and will be mailed no later than
the 30th of each month.
The first order was November 15 and was mailed
November 30.
Name _____________________________________
Chapter number and name ___________________
Mailing address ______________________________
City, State Zip ________________________ ______
Number of car logo stickers ____ x $5.00 each =
____________ amount enclosed.
Check is made payable to Lambda State DKG and
should be mailed to Kammie Richter, Executive
Assistant, 4540 E. 2000 North Road, Fithian, IL
61844-5090.
Minimum order is 5 logos or $25.00.
Thank you for helping to advertise DKG Illinois!

Illinois (Lambda) State
Rules Committee to Meet
The Illinois (Lambda) State Rules Committee will
meet in February to address changes to the state’s
by-laws and standing rules due to recent changes
at DKG International. The spring edition of the
Newscaster will preview the changes to be voted
on at the 2019 Illinois (Lambda) State Convention in
Decatur, Illinois.
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WANTED – MEMBER WITH EXCELLENT MATH SKILLS
The Personnel Committee is now accepting applications for the position of
Lambda State Treasurer. The starting date for this position is July 1, 2019.
Applications due by January 6, 2019
Some of the requirements for this position are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To have computer and math skills
To keep accurate accounts of all receipts, expenditures, and transactions
To pay all bills after approval from the Lambda State President in a timely manner
To keep up-to-date membership records
To provide forms for chapter treasurers
To file reports for International, Lambda State, and federal/state in a timely manner
To be able to attend state meetings and conventions, regional conferences, and
International Conventions
To be able to meet deadlines and give attention to detail
To have computer experience (Quickbooks 2016 and Microsoft Excel operating systems)
to use with an accounting program sent digitally from International
To have knowledge of the Illinois (Lambda) State Organization and Society business
To have positive, interpersonal skills
To have the time, space, and willingness to assume the position

The applicant will be interviewed by the Personnel Committee.
The selected applicant will receive training for the position from the current Lambda State Treasurer.
Salary will be the beginning rate of $10,000 for new hires as adopted by the
Lambda State Executive Board.
A complete job description and an application form are available on the home page of the
Illinois (Lambda) State Website (deltakappagamma.org/IL/) or contact:
Lambda State Personnel Chair
LaVonne Chaney, 217-246-5049
lavonnec45@gmail.com

Dr. Margaret Trybus and Marilyn Crocker Receive Recognition
Iota member Dr. Margaret Trybus’ article “Disruptive Innovation - A Key to the Future of Our Schools”
has been selected for inclusion in the 2018, Volume 84-5 issue of The Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin.
Marilyn Crocker, Gamma Iota, entered photographs to the DKG Gallery of Fine Arts. Her photograph
entries ‘Abandonment Reflected’ and ‘Asylum’ have been accepted into the DKG Gallery of Fine Arts by
The Arts and Humanities Jury. Her photos will be displayed on the Gallery for six months beginning late
November or early December.
Congratulations, Margaret and Marilyn!
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Collegially Speaking...
Joan Rog, 2nd Vice-President & Membership Chair

The Membership Committee has been discussing the
newest membership category, Collegiate Membership;
collegiate women who may now join Illinois (Lambda)
State chapters. How do you envision this happening?
Has your chapter Membership Chair planted a seed
on this subject?
Seeking future members at the collegiate level can
be a bit overwhelming to many of us. The committee
welcomes this initiative as we close out our biennium,
not only to reinstate former members, but to reach out
to future leading women educators.
The women we are seeking from collegial institutions
should be enrolled in an undergraduate degree
program leading toward a career in education. Do
you have a family member you could reach out to,
a neighborhood young lady, or someone in your
church or synagogue? Be sure not to overlook the
mature women who is returning to school to change
her career path to that of a general education teacher,
a school nurse, a school social worker, or a school
psychologist. These are just a few of the many other
fields in education.
To say that we are all busy is such an understatement.
Many of you are employed as educators in your
communities, good for you. Have you noticed student
teachers in your building? Not just the student teacher
in the general education classroom, but a young
lady who might be practice teaching with a special
education teacher, the physical education teacher,
the school librarian, the art teacher, the music teacher
and/or the technology teacher, again, just mentioning
a few. Do introduce yourself; you might be talking to
two potential members - the cooperating teacher and
the student teacher!
For those of you who are retired, meeting young
educators at the collegiate level can become a bit more
challenging. Many of you volunteer at your former
school or at another local school. Ask the principal if
there are any student teachers in the school for the
semester. Again, introduce yourself, find out which
collegial institution the student teacher is enrolled.

Follow this conversation with a telephone call to
her college/university and ask to speak to the Dean
of the College of Education. Make an appointment,
ask if you can come to share the information on the
opportunity for Junior and Senior women educatorsin-training to join a local DKG chapter as a collegiate
member. Have your best sales pitch ready to give
information on Delta Kappa Gamma. Find out if
you and/or members of your chapter can be of any
assistance to the Department Chair. Perhaps there is
an Informational Fair on the school's calendar; secure
a table - yet another way to spread the word on DKG
and meet potential leading women educators.
For those employed at the university level, have you
strategized ways to introduce DKG to your third- and
fourth-year undergraduate education students? If so,
mention in your presentation what Illinois (Lambda
State) has to offer - scholarships, stipends for their
future classroom needs, collegial exchange, PD
hours, educational and informational seminars and
sessions at conventions, aiding women educators
Internationally with scholarships for them to continue
their studies and last but not least, life-long friendships.
At the General Business Meetings in Austin, we
discussed, listened, pondered, and voted to keep
Delta Kappa Gamma Society a vital organization
for future leading women educators worldwide.
The Membership Committee's vision is that Illinois
(Lambda) State can continue to move forward, find,
welcome and induct these new members.
A personal thought...at the International Convention
this year, I listened to and exchanged thoughts and
ideas centering on the anticipated changes to our
Society Rules with other DKG women. Several blocks
from headquarters at the then Faculty Women's Club at
UT, Austin, May 11,1929, is where the eleven Founders
conceived the idea of organizing a group for women
educators. How many meetings, dialogues, debates
and votes did they endure, to form this organization?
Then they planted a seed which grew to be known
as Delta Kappa Gamma Society International - An
Honorary Society for Women Educators!

DKG-Illinois Expect Great Things
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Elizabeth and William C. Iwert Scholarship Fund is Established
Dr. Angela Tagaris
Associate Professor of Education
Concordia Graduate School

Elizabeth Iwert (affectionately known as Betty) was born on June 6, 1913 in Newark, IL.
She lived independently at Luther Village in Arlington Heights, IL for many years until her
death on January 5, 2017 at the age of 103. Betty was an elementary school teacher for
many years in several school districts, but mostly taught sixth grade in Cicero, IL. She
was one of 69 teachers in the United States chosen to participate in a Teacher Exchange
Program with England for a year at the close of World War II as a gesture of goodwill
relationships between the two countries. We heard at one of our meetings that she had
an opportunity to meet with the Queen of England at that time.
Betty was a member of Delta Kappa Gamma for 75 years. She was initiated into Iota Chapter of Lambda
State in 1942 and was involved and interested in the programs of the chapter up to her 100th birthday. Betty
had a group of friends who enjoyed concerts and musicals together and met for dinner on a regular basis
for over 20 years. She always wrote personal hand-written letters and notes to family and friends with her
beautiful penmanship.
Betty drove her 1986 classic Oldsmobile well into her 90's and had many offers for it when she finally decided
that it was better to take the bus rather than drive a car at her age. She was an amazing, gracious, generous
lady who touched upon the lives of many people.
Betty's legacy will live on for many years due to a special scholarship fund, the Elizabeth and William C. Iwert
Scholarship Fund, that she established for Iota Chapter. A scholarship committee has been designated to
oversee the distribution of these funds which will touch upon the lives of students for many years to come. The
trust has donated $130,000 to DKG International for the Scholarship Fund and $100,000 to Illinois (Lambda)
State for undergraduate and graduate students in a qualified teacher education program. Applications will be
available to members and non-members in fall 2019 and disbursed in spring 2020.
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39th Creative Arts Retreat!
Betty Carbol
Women in the Arts Committee

Wow! Thirty-nine Lambda State Creative Art Retreats! Each has been
different depending on weather conditions of possible rain, snow, or blue
skies. We have seen them all, but the spirits stay high and never seem to
change. We again had a wonderful time surrounded by old and new friends,
lush woods, great workshops, and delicious food. Thanks to all the presenters
who made each of us feel successful. We sang, danced, created, worked hard, and laughed a lot throughout
the weekend. We would like to thank our ten participants who came from out of state for making the long trip,
our five past state presidents as well as our current state president for their support and participation, and our
first timers. Photos from 2018 CAR are on the next two pages.
Next year we will celebrate the 40th Creative Arts Retreat at Allerton Park in Monticello, Illinois. Mark your
calendars now for June 28-30th, 2019 and join in all the fun that makes the Retreat such a special event. You
won’t want to miss a minute!

Workshops
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2018 Creative Arts Retreat
The Play Cast

Costumes

The
Dancers

Awards and
Certificates
Lambies and Gifts
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News from the Educational Excellence Committee
Bev Johns
Educational Excellence Chair

The Illinois (Lambda) State Convention has something for everyone so you won’t want to miss it!!
PRE-CONVENTION TOUR—APRIL 26, 2019

VENDORS

**We are very happy to announce the pre-convention
tour for the 2019 convention on April 26, 2019 will be
from 1-4 pm at the lovely Mari-Mann Herbal Gardens.
We will have a fantastic luncheon, tour, program, and
a chance to shop there. After you read the menu for
the luncheon, you won't want to miss it.

**If you know a member or non-member who would
like to be an exhibitor at the convention, we would
love to have them. Anyone who sells products like
Thirty One, Make Up, Treats, or Books is welcome.
This was a big success last year, and we want it to be
even bigger this year. We ask the exhibitors to give
a $20 donation from their profit to DKG Illinois. If you
are interested in being a vendor, please contact: Bev
Johns at (beverleyhjohns@gmail.com). Space is on
a first-come, first-served basis, and we already have
several vendors.

Please spread the word quickly with anyone who
wants to attend because we can only accommodate
26 people and we already have 10 registrations.
Copy the form found on the Illinois (Lambda) State
Website: www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/ under the
Event’s tab and share with your colleagues.
HAVE YOU SUBMITTED A CALL
FOR PRESENTATIONS YET?
**We are planning a variety of programs for the 2019
convention so please consider sharing your expertise.
We not only have standard one-hour sessions on
Saturday, but we have Ten-Minute Takeaways on
Friday night and Saturday. Our newest feature this
year will be Poster Sessions where you can showcase
a great project you are doing. Apply and encourage
your friends to apply to present a program. The form
can be downloaded from the Illinois (Lambda) State
homepage (deltakappagamma.org/IL/) and should
be sent to Bev Johns at either (vp1.lambda.ilstate@
gmail.com) or (beverleyhjohns@gmail.com).

CHAPTER BAZAAR
**This year the Chapter Bazaar will be held in the same
large room location as the vendors. If your chapter
would like to sell an item or items for the bazaar,
please contact Bev Johns at (beverleyhjohns@gmail.
com) and let her know the item or items that your
chapter is selling. Again, space is on a first-come,
first-served basis.
Chapters that participate in the Chapter Bazaar are
expected to donate 25% of their proceeds to Illinois
(Lambda) State Organization.
Remember to bring a carload or two or three to the
convention at the Decatur Area Hotel and Conference
Center. Expect great things April 26-28, 2019.

Expect Great Things!
Bea Hall
Event Planning and Management Committee

I attended my first Lambda State Convention as a second-year member. It was a great experience. Traveling
with fellow members and meeting sisters from across the state during that time were among the highlights.
Attending all the meals and events became a tradition during my 50 years of membership.
Attending conventions led to many rewarding experiences along with my involvement in the organization. I
have been a committee chair, member of committees and coordinator of conventions. With the inclusion of
Professional Development (PD) workshops, the Society has made great advancements in making convention
attendance more attractive.
Chapters have included funding or “fun” fundraising events to help members be able to attend convention.
The 2019 Illinois (Lambda) State Convention will be in Decatur at the Decatur Conference Center and Hotel
where we celebrated in 2016. There will be a pre-convention tour, Chapter Bazaar, vendors, Membership
Luncheon, Business and Executive Board Meetings, workshops, the Presidents’ Banquet, a Celebration of
Life, and Awards Breakfast available for your pleasure. In addition, the Hickory Point Shopping Center in
Forsyth and the recently renovated downtown area of Decatur are shopping choices for your “spare time.”
Whatever you elect to do prior to, during, or afterwards at the convention, expect a weekend of great things!
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Illinois (Lambda) State Convention – April 26-28, 2019

The Decatur Conference Center and Hotel, 4191 US 36 West, Decatur, IL 62522
Hotel Phone Number: 217-422 -8800

DKG · Illinois · Expect Great Things

Complete a separate registration form as seen below for each attendee.
Online registration will be available at www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/ after January 1, 2019.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address

City

State

Zip (9-digit)

Phone (_________)__________________________Chapter ____________________________________________________(#______)________
E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Check all that apply to you at this convention: ___ Lambda State Member ___Other State DKG Member ___Non-Member
___ 40-year Member (initiated 1979)
___ 55-year Member (initiated1964)

___ 45-year Member (initiated 1974)

___ New Member (initiated after 4/1/18 and before 4/1/19)
___ Foundation Stipend Awardee (May 2018/November 2018)
___ Workshop Presenter

___ 50-year Member (initiated1969)
___ 60-year Member (initiated1959)

___ First-time Convention Attendee as a Member
___ Scholarship/Stipend Awardee (2019, Member)
___ Grant Awardee (2019, Non-member)

___Guest of:_________________________________________________
All current Lambda State officers, related personnel, committee chairs, past state presidents and chapter presidents are expected to attend the Executive Board
meeting. A state committee chair or chapter president unable to attend or voting in another voting capacity should name an Official Designee to report or vote in her
place. An Official Designee should complete one of the following that indicates for whom she is serving:
Name of Lambda Illinois State Committee & Chair: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Chapter & Chapter President: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Note: Your attendance at this convention gives permission for your photo to be used on the Lambda Illinois State Website, in the Newscaster and in any DKG
publication.
Meals: Menus (substitutions are unavailable) are on the Lambda State Website: www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/ and in the Winter Newscaster.
___ Standard

Lambda State Member
Registration Fee (Required)

___ Vegetarian

___ Gluten Free

___ Diabetic

Preferred Fee
Postmarked by 4/1/2019

Late Fee Postmarked
after 4/1/2019

$15.00 $ ______

$18.00 $ ______

Friday, April 26, 2019 (7:50 PM)

___Special (Indicate Specific Allergies)
For the following “no charge” events,
please indicate whether or not you plan to attend.

Networking and Social Hour

Saturday, April 27, 2019
Membership Luncheon (12:15 PM)
Presidents’ Banquet (6:15 PM)

$23.00 $ ______
$35.00 $ ______

$28.00 $ ______
$40.00 $ ______

Sunday, April 28, 2019
Awards Breakfast (9:00 AM)

$16.00 $ ______

$20.00 $ ______

TOTAL $ ______

TOTAL $ ______

General Session

____yes

____no

(8:00 AM) ____yes ____no

Celebration of Life (8:00 AM) ____yes ____no

Make check payable to DKG, Illinois, Lambda State by April 1, 2019. No refund requests will be processed after April 8, 2019.
“MEET THE MINIMUM” Drawing: Complete a hotel reservation and a convention registration form that includes the three special meals no later than April 1, 2019.
Send to: Renata Butauskiene, Registrar
11 S 005 Jackson St., Burr Ridge, IL 60527-6814
Text/Phone: 630-863-0139
E-mail: rbutauskiene@ccsd180.org

Hotel Reservations: See Winter Newscaster or state website for making reservations directly
with the hotel by calling number above or mailing in your reservation.
Note: The hotel does not accept online reservations.
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HOTEL HOUSING INFORMATION
Illinois (Lambda) State Convention ~ April 26-28, 2019
PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS UNDER THE GROUP NAME – DELTA KAPPA GAMMA
Room Rates: $99 Business Class (2 beds) $99 Business Class (single) Check in 4:00 p.m.; Check out 12:00 p.m.
The hotel will only accept phone and mail-in reservations after January 1, 2019.
Deadline for phone and mail-in reservations: April 1, 2019
Hotel Phone: 217-422-8800
Mail-in Reservations: ATTN: Tina Perryman
Decatur Conference Center & Hotel
4191 U.S. 36 West, Decatur, IL 62522
For detailed amenities visit: www.hoteldecatur.com

Rates above do not have tax included and will be per night. No other discounts apply to group rate. Reservations
to be made directly with hotel (by phone preferably), using accepted credit card on or before card expiration date
indicated. After that date, rooms will be released to the general public, and reservations will be subject to
availability.
Optional Mail-In Room Reservation and Credit Card Authorization Form for Delta Kappa Gamma 2019 Illinois
(Lambda) State Convention must be postmarked to address above by April 1, 2019.
IF YOU NEED TO CANCEL, YOU MUST DO SO NO LATER THEN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE DAY OF ARRIVAL.
ANY CANCELLATIONS AFTER THAT TIME WILL BE CHARGED ONE NIGHT ROOM AND TAX.
EARLY DEPARTURE FEE: AN EARLY DEPARTURE FEE of $50 WILL APPLY IF YOU CHECK OUT PRIOR TO THE
CONFIRMED CHECK-OUT DATE.

(Please Print) Name of Guest: ____________________________________________________________
Daytime Phone Number: (______) __________________ E-mail Address:__________________________
Business Class Room Type: Single bed_____ or Two beds_____ Total Number of Guests in Room: ______
Check-In Date: April ______, 2019

Check-Out Date: April ______, 2019

Name on Credit Card Holding the Reservation:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Check One: Visa ____

Master Card ____

American Express ____

Discover ____

Diner’s Club _____

Account Number: __________________________Expiration Date: ____/______ Security Code: _______
Billing Address: _____________________________________________Billing Zip Code: ______________
E-Mail Address for Reservation Confirmation: _______________________________________________
By signing this form, you authorize Decatur Conference Center & Hotel to charge your card for the reservation
listed above, if not paid at time of check out. Taxes and fees will also be added.
Signature of Card Holder: ___________________________________________Today’s Date: __________
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2019 Illinois (Lambda) State Convention
Schedule at a Glance
Friday, April 26, 2019
10:00 a.m. Pre-Convention Meeting with Hotel Staff

12:15-1:45 p.m. Membership Luncheon

1:00-4:00 p.m. Pre-Convention Tour

2:00- 4:45 p.m. Chapter Bazaar, Literary
Arts Display, and Hospitality Room Open
		
2:00-6:00 p.m. Registration

4:00-9:00 p.m. Registration Open
4:00-6:00 p.m. Delivery of Chapter Bazaar items;
Delivery of Student Literary Arts Works;
Delivery of Hospitality Room items
4:30-5:30 p.m. Poster Sessions
6:00-7:00 p.m. Chapter Bazaar items; and
Hospitality Room Open

2:15-3:15 p.m. and 3:30-4:30 p.m. Workshops
3:30-4:30 p.m. Illinois (Lambda) State Jubilation
Singers Rehearsal

5:45-7:00 p.m. Leaders’ Dinner

4:45 p.m. Chapter Bazaar and
Hospitality Room pickup
Treasurer to meet chapters for payment

7:10-7:45 p.m. Welcome and Musical Presentation

4:45-5:00 p.m. Installation Rehearsal

7:50-8:50 p.m. Networking and Social Hour

5:30-6:30 p.m. Illinois (Lambda) State Social
All Welcome

9:00-9:30 p.m. Poster Sessions
9:00-9:10 p.m. and 9:15-9:25 p.m.
Ten-Minute Takeaways
9:00-10:00 p.m. Chapter Bazaar Open

Saturday, April 27, 2019
6:00-8:00 a.m. Breakfast on your own
6:30-7:45 a.m. Illinois (Lambda) State Jubilation
Singers Rehearsal
7:00-7:55 a.m. Registration Open
7:30-7:55 a.m. Executive Board Sign – In

6:30-9:45 p.m. Rose Banquet - Presidents’ Banquet
6:00 p.m. Seating open to all members including
Past State Presidents
6:20 p.m. Everyone seated in Ballroom
Head Table is seated
6:30 p.m. Welcome and Introductions of former
State Presidents and Chapter Presidents

Sunday, April 28, 2019
6:45-7:45 a.m. Illinois (Lambda) State Jubilation
Singers Rehearsal

8:00-10:45 a.m. General Business Meeting

7:15-9:00 a.m. Registration Open
(outside of MLK Ballroom)

10:55-11:15 a.m. Executive Board Meeting

7:15 -7:45 a.m. Celebration of Life Rehearsal

11:30-11:40 a.m. and 11:50 a.m. - 12 noon
Ten-Minute Takeaways
11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Exhibitors are open
11:00 a.m.- 12:00 noon Chapter Bazaar and Literary
Arts Display Open
11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Registration Open

8:00-8:45 a.m. Celebration of Life Ceremony
Note: Doors will not open before 7:50 a.m.
9:00-11:15 a.m. Awards Breakfast
Note: Doors will not open until 8:50 a.m.
11:45 a.m. Post - Convention Meeting with Hotel Staff
*** Schedule is subject to change before the Illinois
(Lambda) State Convention on April 26-28, 2019.
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2019 Illinois (Lambda) State Convention Menus
Saturday Standard Luncheon*

Fresh Rolls with Butter (Gluten Free)
Fresh Fruit Cup, Chef Salad with Tender Ham and Turkey atop Chef’s Blend of Lettuce accented with
Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Hard-boiled Egg, Croutons,
Julienne Cheddar and Swiss Cheeses with Assorted Dressings
Warm Apple Crisp with Caramel Sauce
Freshly Brewed Coffee, Iced Tea and Water
*Special Diets
*Vegetarian/Gluten Free: Standard Meal as above modified by chef according to diets
*Diabetic Dessert: Sugar-Free Pie

Saturday Presidents’ Standard Dinner*

Fresh Rolls with Butter (Gluten Free)
House Green Garden Salad with Assorted Dressings
Grilled Chicken Breast with Marsala Wine Sauce
Oven Roasted Red Bliss Potatoes
Key West Vegetable Medley
Tuxedo Chocolate Torte with Twin Chocolate Sauces
Freshly Brewed Coffee, Iced Tea and Water

*Special Diets
*Vegetarian: Substitution for Standard Meal Entrée: Grilled Vegetable Stuffed Portabella Mushroom
*Diabetic/Gluten Free: Standard Meal as above modified by Chef according to diets
*Diabetic Dessert: Sugar-Free Pie

Sunday Awards Standard Breakfast*

Breakfast Breads, Butter and Preserves
Scrambled Eggs
Crisp Smoked Bacon
Breakfast Potatoes
Orange Juice, Freshly Brewed Regular Coffee, and Specialty Hot Teas
*Special Diets
*Vegetarian/Diabetic/Gluten Free: Standard Meal as above modified by Chef according to diets
Please note specific allergies on convention registration form.
If you need additional assistance with a restricted or special diet contact:
Event Planning & Management Chair Melinda Davis call/text at 815-382-1321 or lynfdavis@aol.com
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Music News
This is your first opportunity to sign up to be an Illinois (Lambda) State Jubilation Singer or an instrumentalist
for the Illinois (Lambda) State Convention April 26-28, 2019 in Decatur, Illinois.
The music for both the choral and instrumental groups will be outstanding, and each musician will be musically
energized at the convention. The chorus and instrumental groups will be performing at both the Presidents’
Banquet and the Celebration of Life Ceremony. Sue Young is the choir director and Patti McNaught is the
assisting artist for the choir.
You don’t have to be Renée Fleming or Jascha Heifetz to be a convention musician! If you have always
thought about joining and just need a little nudge to actually do it, consider this your nudge! You will receive
a personal CD of your voice part and the printed music well in advance so you can practice the music before
convention! All you have to do is sign up and send the attached form to Sue Young. If you are interested in
being an instrumentalist, please call or e-mail Sue. Her information is listed at the bottom of the page.
If you sign up before February 15, 2019, your name will appear in the Convention Program as a Convention
Musician. What could be better than that? So get that form in right away! You can print out the finished
forms and send by e-mail or snail-mail. (The forms are also on the Illinois (Lambda) State Website: www.
deltakappagamma.org/IL/.
Questions or concerns, contact Sue and she’ll get right back to you!
Thanks in advance for sharing your musical talents at Convention!
***************************************************************************************************************************
JUBILATION SINGERS CHORUS FORM
Name: __________________________________________________________
Street Address: ___________________________________________________
State:

_______________

Zip Code plus 4: _________________________

Home Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone: _______________________
Voice Part (check one): Sop. 1______ Sop. 2________ Alto 1__________ Alto 2_________
Height in performance shoes: ______ feet ______inches
If you would rather sit in performance, check here_______________
______Please send me music, CD, and information!
Sue Young, Choir Director
E-Mail: choirmusicsue@yahoo.com
Phone: 847-519-7337 or 847-951-3344 (cell in emergencies only)
121 Garden Way, Schaumburg, Illinois 60194-3420
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Chapter Bazaar News
Illinois (Lambda) State Organization is hosting the Chapter Bazaar at the
annual convention at the Decatur Convention Center and Hotel on April 26-28,
2019. Each chapter is invited to participate in the Bazaar. This is a
fundraising opportunity that aids their chapter and Illinois (Lambda) State.
Each participating chapter receives 75% of their total sales and donates 25%
to an Illinois (Lambda) State fund of their choice.
The Illinois (Lambda) State funds that may receive donations from the Bazaar are:
~ The Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies, Inc.
~ Women in the Arts Fund
~ Grant-in-Aid Fund
~ Scholarship Fund
We encourage you to be creative with your displays. You may choose to sell
items or conduct a raffle. If your chapter chooses to sell items, you may decide
to sell either handmade, purchased items, or food items such as candy and
cookies.
*** Due to special guidelines, however, all food items will need to be
packaged.
If your chapter chooses to conduct a raffle, you may decide to raffle individual
items or baskets filled with assorted articles.
Reserve a spot for your chapter by completing the Chapter Bazaar Form
found on the Illinois (Lambda) State Website: www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/
under Events tab and send or e-mail it to Renata Butauskiene at the address
below by March 15, 2019.
If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact Renata.
Renata Butauskiene
Chapter Bazaar Coordinator
11S 005 Jackson Street, Burr Ridge, IL 60527- 6814
630-655-2566 or E-mail: makunaite14@gmail.com
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DKG-Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Alpha

(DeKalb, Lee, & Ogle Counties) Chapter members
have been busy touring the world through the eyes of
member Ginny Omerod. Ginny shared her pilgrimage
of the El Camino Trail during a recent meeting. Legend
has it St. James was buried in the region of the El
Camino Trail and Pilgrims have been following the path
to his tomb since 814 AD. The scallop shell, a symbol
of the Camino, was used by those willing to assist
travelers with food and shelter along their journey.

Beta

Continuing the chapter theme,
Expect Great Things in Our Town, members met to
learn about Aces: Adverse Childhood Experiences.
A local prevention specialist presented a program
about prevention of child abuse in Illinois and how
adverse childhood experiences impact our lives in the
future. PDs were available for those actively teaching.
Refreshments included a sandwich exchange. Each
member brought a sandwich of her choice, cut it into
fourths and shared it at a common table. The chapter
also welcomed its Lambda State Ambassador to the
meeting.
(McLean County)

Gamma (Coles, Douglas, & Edgar Counties) Members
recently held a potluck, welcomed State Ambassador
Dr. Kammie Richter, and discussed chapter goals. Dr.
Katie Havercroft, Assistant Professor at EIU, presented
a program on Mental Health First Aid, a training
program that helps schools identify and address needs
of students dealing with mental health issues. Karen
Doty presented a SEE Stipend Award to Rebecca
Fonseca, music teacher at Carolyn Wenz Elementary
School in Paris.
Zeta

(Boone & Winnebago Counties) Member Ruth Todt
presented a program in October about her rewarding
experiences as a long-time
CASA volunteer for Boone
County. Members gathered at
the Midway Village Museum
Center in Rockford in
November. A program on the
Sock Monkey was presented
by a museum volunteer.
Illinois
(Lambda)
State
President Dr. Debra LeBlanc
attended the meeting. She is
pictured by the “Cheap Trick”
Sock Monkey.

Iota (Cook County) Member Dr. Jan Williams presented
a program on essential oils at the chapter’s September
meeting in River Forest. Jan enlightened members
about the health benefits of essential oils: “calming,
energizing, soothing, renewing, and invigorating!”
She shared research studies and reports from people
who watched their loved ones enjoy the benefits and
supports of essential oils. Members had the opportunity
to experience essential oils firsthand—frankincense,
myrrh, eucalyptus, lavender, peppermint, rosemary,
and many more—some through topical use, others
through aromatic use. When talking about the meeting,
a recent initiate to the chapter shared how impressed
she was with the support and care members show for
each other. Consistent with the DKG mission, they are
truly committed to the personal growth of all members.
Nu

In September, Helen Dunn shared
highlights of her 60 years of DKG membership. The
chapter members also learned about the Malawi Well
projects. Barb Blanco recently presented information
on Matt’s Hats and other organizations where members
can donate their crocheted and knitted caps.
(Peoria County)

Xi

(Champaign & Ford Counties) Yukimi Oishi spoke on
“Schools of Japan, Schools in the U.S., One Family’s
Experience.” Ms. Oishi grew up in Japan attending
schools there. She now lives in Illinois and her children
attend schools here. Through slides and discussion,
she compared both the academic and the cultural
differences between schools in the two countries.
Chapter members were surprised to see Japanese
school children routinely cleaning not just their own
tray after lunch, but also the chairs, tables, and floors.
It is evident parents in both cultures want the very best
education for their children.

Omicron

(Grundy, LaSalle & Putnam Counties) At the
September meeting members entered through the
“looking glass” as Teresa Cameron and her special
events
committee
presented
“Omicron
in Wonderland.” The
goal was to transport
everyone
to
a
wonderful, magical and
downright zany world
as the Cheshire Cat,
the White Rabbit, the Mad Hatter, and the Red Queen
encouraged members to (continued on p. 19)
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Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Omicron (contuinued from p.18) begin their own adventure
into the year’s chapter activities. Members participated
in three activities which represented Wonderland—
one being “Slap the Queen.” They enjoyed “Eat Me”
and “Drink Me” cupcakes and tea. Six lucky members
were awarded “un-birthday” presents. Lambda State
President Debra LeBlanc was a special guest and
conducted the installation of officers. Members brought
school supplies to be donated to River’s Edge Academy
in Morris. In October three chapter members presented
travel experiences: Cheryl Pillsbury, Africa; Marilee
Applebee, Italy; and Beverly Madsen, Austin, Texas.
Teresa Cameron shared how the monies she received
from the Lambda State Foundation are being used as
well as how members’ contributions of “loose change”
for area food pantries is doing.

Pi

(Carroll & Jo Daviess Counties)

Members of the chapter

had a luncheon at the DeSoto House in Galena with
their State Ambassador Melinda Davis. They honored
their chapter founders with a special program presented
by chapter sister Juanita Cox. They also celebrated
the chapter’s 80th birthday with Red Velvet cupcakes,
thanks to chapter sister Edie Dwinnells!

Rho

The chapter welcomed
members from Beta Omega and Gamma Tau to their
September meeting. School social worker Ms. Miriam
Neugebauer spoke about Bullying. Ms. Neugebauer,
currently works at a local junior high and explained some
(Kendall & Will Counties)

issues schools are dealing with as well as strategies
being used to address these issues. She also touched
on the increasing diagnosis of mental illness in young
children. Currently, 1 in 5 children, ages 13-18 have or
will have a serious mental illness which includes mood
disorders, behavior or conduct disorders, and anxiety
disorders. Members were able to earn PD hours for
attendance at this presentation.

Phi

(Christian, Montgomery, Sangamon, & Shelby Counties)

Member Betty Bledsaw, received the Distinguished
Alumni Award as part of the Old
Settlers Reception at Hillsboro
Country Club. She hails from
Shram City, but graduated
from Hillsboro High School in
1956. Betty went on to further
her education and became
an educator. As a teacher she
taught grades one, four and five
at Glen Carbon School for 33 years. She is a member
of numerous education associations, as well as church
and social groups. Today she provides tutoring at
various levels. Her motto is “care and share.” She
says, “Somebody helped me along the way and my job
is to help everybody.”

Chi (Calhoun, Greene, & Jersey Counties)
The importance of sharing history
with children was the topic of the
chapter’s September meeting.
Carol Brown shared the story of
Felicity and her friend Elizabeth
as they experienced life before the
Revolutionary War.

Psi

(Edwards, Gallatin, Hamilton, Saline, Wabash, Wayne, &
White Counties) The chapter

as future teachers.

awarded
their
Annual
Future Educator’s GrantIn-Aid to Grace Sinclair,
a University of Evansville
Music education major in
September. One of the
chapter’s yearly goals is to
raise funds to award such
grants to working as well

Pictured above from top: Sharon Roberts
and Marolyn Cowsert, committee to select recipient and Rachel Sinclair,
parent. Bottom row: President Diane Kovach and Grace Sinclair.
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DKG-Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Alpha Beta
Treasurer

(Livingston, Marshall, & Woodford Counties)

Janet

Kilgus

was congratulated by
President Nancy Wier
and was recognized
at the September
chapter meeting for
being
elected
as
the Alternate NEA
Director for Retirees
to the NEA Board of
Directors. She served
six years as the IEA Retired Chair and was recently
appointed to the NEA Retired Membership Comjmittee.
Member Marylee Harms presented a program
recently on hands-on classroom activities prepared
by member and 4th grade teacher Kate Walter that
stress STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, and Mathematics). The children at Prairie Central
Elementary School (Fairbury) worked in small groups
to solve STEAM problems.

Alpha

Delta

Members welcomed
speakers Dr. Cynthia Waickus from the Rush University
Medical Center and Connie Lemara who volunteer in
an ongoing program, Community Empowerment. They
work with local leadership in Haiti to provide essential
health care and “pillowcase dresses” to over 500
patients. Their goal includes creating a self-sustaining
system to empower the community by forming
partnerships and training medical students, residents
and medical providers.
(Cook

County)

Alpha Theta (McHenry County) Nancy Tober received
the chapter Achievement
Award at Alpha Theta’s 75th
Birthday Celebration. Nancy
was chosen, based upon
her active and sustained
involvement in the chapter
since her initiation. Nancy is

pictured with President Karen
Parks and Achievement Award
Chairperson Melinda Schulz.

Alpha Iota

(Vermilion County) The
chapter sponsored a program
by Mt. Zion High School history
teacher Richard Hansen at the
Hoopeston Public Library. Mr.
Hansen is co-author of the book,
“The Story of Thelma Watershed
Wair, Education Has No Color.”

He discussed the “Little Rock Nine” and the effect it
has had on his life. Active teachers were offered one
professional development hour during the program.

Alpha Kappa (Franklin, Jackson, Perry, Randolph, & Williamson

Recently member Lori Creamer presented a
program she developed to teach music and piano to
autistic, attention deficit, and
hyperactive children entitled
“Music My Way: A Creative
and Proactive Approach to
Meeting Special Needs.” The
program featured booklets
of information showing how
to use an ordered pattern of
activities. The activities lead to enabling students to
learn to play melodies. An illustrated video showed the
students enthusiastically singing and playing the music
they learned.

Counties)

Alpha Lambda (Fulton & Tazewell Counties) The chapter
held its annual Auction Fundraiser during the August
meeting. Funds are used to support the chapter’s Fall
Women Educator Grants. Five grants were awarded
at the November chapter meeting. Members enjoyed
programs on Genealogy and Chair Yoga at the fall
chapter meetings.
Alpha

Mu

(Stephenson

County)

During the September chapter
meeting Carol Meyers was
recognized for 50 years as an Alpha
Mu member. Congratulations
Carol!

Alpha Nu (Lake County) Member and Program Chair
Laura Beltchenko presented a free Saturday
workshop entitled “Selecting and Utilizing Multicultural
and Culturally Relevant Children’s Literature.” This
timely, informative, and entertaining presentation was
enjoyed not only by members, but by teachers and
administrators from area schools as well. Attendees
were invited to receive three Professional Development
credits at no cost. Many guests expressed an interest
in becoming members.

Winter 2018				

Illinois (Lambda) State Newscaster 			

Page 21

DKG-Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Alpha Rho

In
September chapter members gave in to wanderlust
and traveled to Thailand courtesy of presenters Amy
and Chad McKenna. The McKennas lived in Thailand
and taught English to students planning to attend US
schools. In October, members were given advice in
how to de-clutter and simplify in order to de-stress.
(Henderson, Knox & Warren Counties)

Alpha Sigma (Cook County) Chapter members met
recently for a business luncheon at the Harvest Room
Restaurant in Palos Heights. After the meeting, the
group took a fall nature walk at the Lake Katherine
Nature Center and Botanic Gardens in Palos Heights.
Alpha Tau (Macoupin County) Chapter members recently

spent time at “The MAC” in Staunton, creating various
items out of clay under the instruction of co-owner
Brandace Cloud, aka “Miss Brandy.” The Macoupin
Art Collective is a nonprofit school of arts and crafts
in Staunton dedicated to community art education
through in-house workshops and community outreach.
Members ate lunch followed by a brief business
meeting at the R & B Restaurant. The death of 44-Year
member Lucille Killmar was announced.

(front left – right) Jan Cloud, Pat Long, Brandace Cloud, Mary
Ann Pollitt, Carolyn Broadhead; (back left – right) Carolyn
Furman, Alice Kulenkamp, Dawn Cherry.

Alpha Upsilon

(Clark, Crawford, Cumberland, Jasper,
Lawrence, & Richland Counties) Chapter member and

retired high school English teacher
Diann Bomer recently spoke at
the Crawford County Women’s
Republican Caucus. She and her
husband Keith own and operate
“Lydia’s Closet,” a free boutiquestyle store in Oblong, Illinois.
Over 1,000 people have been
helped with over 10,000 items of

clothing this year so far. Their umbrella organization,
known as “Lydia’s Closet Consortium,” overseen by
a board of directors, gives scholarships to students
attending Christian colleges going into ministry. Thirty
scholarships have been awarded thus far.

Beta Alpha (Cook County) This past September,
member Sarah Erekson accepted employment with
the University of Florida at Gainesville. Before packing
up and leaving Chicago, Sarah graciously donated
an awesome gift of sporting equipment to Volta
Elementary School in the Albany Park Neighborhood,
Chicago, Illinois. The students are enjoying Sarah’s
generous gifts of Hula Hoops, soft Playground Balls,
Frisbees and cones. The chapter wishes Sarah, her
husband Max and daughter Zoe good luck in their new
home; and Sarah much happiness in her new position
and with her new chapter in Florida.
Beta Beta (Cook County) Principal and chapter member

Dr. Ayana Whaley with half a dozen chapter members
joined parents and community members in cheering for
the students of the Harvey - Dixmoor School District as
they entered their classrooms on the first day of school.
Chapter members delivered rose and autumnal floral
arrangements to their actively teaching sisters. Several
members toured and contributed school supplies to the
Glenwood Academy, a local residential school serving
children who have experienced four or more Adverse
Childhood Events. Member Dr. Karen Peterson spoke
to the chapter recently about addressing the needs
of children who have experienced multiple Adverse
Childhood Experiences. She stressed the effects on
the brain, on life chances of such experiences, about
building school-community partnerships, and providing
school-linked health services to support these children.
Professional Development credits were offered.

Beta Delta (Franklin, Jackson, Perry, Randolph, & Williamson

Members were “blooming in delight” and
“growing in knowledge” following a recent chapter
meeting!
Member
Jan Smith presented
a
program
on
Heirloom Gardening.
Jan explained the
concept of heirloom
gardening, discussed
plant varieties, and
Counties)

(continued on page 22)
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DKG-Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Beta Delta

explained how
seeds have been saved and passed down through
generations. She displayed some of her personal
heirloom plants and shared seeds and seed pods with
members. Following the program and meeting, the
officers for the 2018-2020 Biennium were installed
and welcomed. Members pledged to support them in
a year of “growing, sharing, and harvesting new skills
and knowledge.”
(continued from p. 21)

Beta Epsilon (Mercer, Rock Island, & Whiteside Counties) The

chapter recently presented Nancy Swanson with the
Chapter Achievement Award. Nancy has served on the
chapter board in various
capacities
including
president for two biennia.
She has also served on
the Finance, Personal
Growth & Services, and
Nominations Committees
for Lambda State. Nancy’s
three daughters are also
members of the chapter.

Pictured left to right are Anna
Swanson, Maria Black, (daughters)
Hannah Neece, (granddaughter), Nancy, Julia Neece, (daughter) and
Augusta Neece (granddaughter and hopefully a future chapter member).

Beta Iota

Who likes Skittles? The
September guest speaker, Marilyn
Myers, kicked off the chapter year with
a presentation on the book, Acting on
Clutter which included using the word
Skittles to help focus on the task of
decluttering! It was a great way to start
the chapter year with snacks, laughter
and comradery. Before beginning the
business meeting, the chapter honored long-time
member Jan Brown with a White Rose Ceremony.
The October meeting opened with a presentation
about Albert Cashier a Local Civil War Soldier by local
historian Bill Kemp at the McLean County History
Museum. The chapter is on their way to a great year!
(McLean County)

Beta Rho (Kendall & Will Counties) Members and guests of
Beta Rho shopped
with a purpose at
the Little Traveler
in Geneva. Ten
percent of the total
spent will be sent to
the St. Clare Campus of the University of St. Francis.

Beta Tau (Cook County) Member Sandy Spangenberger

introduced speaker Ed Thompson at the first meeting of
the year. His informative talk was about his numerous
visits to Palestine; its history and current difficulties;
his experiences with the people as well as his
volunteering to manage
an organization called
Americans for a Vibrant
Palestinian
Economy.
One such company he
helped introduce to the
American market makes
chocolate covered dates
with almonds inside.
There were unfortunately, no samples!

Beta Phi (DuPage County) Chapter members Linda
Adcock, Renata Butauskiene, Debbie LeBlanc,
and Rosie Wolf are shown here with the Lambda
State Legislative Seminar presenter, Ralph Matire.
Mr. Matire is the Executive Director of the Center for
Tax and Budget
Accountability
(CTBA) and is
an expert on
educational
f u n d i n g .
M e m b e r s
traveled
to
Springfield
October 20 to hear him and other presenters on
educational issues.
Beta Psi (Cook County) Ms. Valerie Burgest, daughter
of Rules/Finance Chair Ethel Burgest, was the guest
speaker at the chapter’s October
meeting. Valerie represented the
Everytown Survivor Network (ESN)
in her role as an Everytown Survivor
Fellow. The ESN is the nation’s leading
advocacy organization for Americans
who have been personally affected by
gun violence. Valerie’s presentation
was informative and heart wrenching as she shared
statistics, the circumstances surrounding the death
of her son, and her experience dealing with the loss
of her only child. Valerie was followed by Everytown
Survivor Fellow Stephanie Stone, who also suffered
the loss of a son. Vera Wilkerson surprised the group
with a commemorative angel pin for each person.
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DKG-Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Gamma Alpha

Chapter members
recently spent a very
enjoyable
evening
at the home of Ada
Gutiérrez sampling
Puerto
Rican
food and painting
pumpkins.
Kudos
to Cindy Torres,
who
again
this
year completed the
Chicago Marathon.
President Barb DiGaudio volunteered to work for this
event. She also participated in doing Zumba for Cancer
and the 5k run/walk for the Hanover Park Food Pantry.

Gamma Zeta

(Cook County)

(Monroe & St. Clair Counties) The

chapter
was honored to continue the tradition for their departed
sister Mary Renfro by gifting dictionaries to children
in the third grade at Lebanon Elementary School
in Illinois. This is a coordinated effort between the
Lebanon chapter of Rotary International, Gamma Zeta,

membership. Member Marian Landerholm said, “My
mother was a teacher and I wanted to be like her.” When
asked how much members earned yearly when they
first started teaching. Answers ranged from $3,000 to
$10,000. When asked about what they like best about
membership in Gamma Eta, Lydia Piwowarczyk
wrote, “My membership helps me keep abreast of
current educational issues as well as support young
women educators.” It was a wonderful celebration!

Gamma Iota (Cook County) A program on classroom
bullying was presented at the Evanston Public Library
for chapter members. A librarian from the children’s
library presented ways in which the bullying problem
could be addressed with children of varying ages by
using books ranging from pre-school picture books
to young teen chapter books, as well as material for
parents and educators. Members left the meeting
with new ideas and a comprehensive list of books for
classroom use.
Gamma Upsilon (Edwards, Gallatin, Hamilton, Saline,
Wabash, Wayne, & White Counties) Member Kim Briggs

presented a Professional Development program in
September for teachers entitled “Strategies to Assist
in an Inclusion Learning Environment.” They held a
meeting immediately after the presentation. In October,
members met in Wayne City and welcomed State
Ambassador Teena Zindel McWilliams. They enjoyed
a slide presentation by two members who took a trip to
London and Paris a few years ago.

and the Renfro family. Pictured from October 11, 2018
are members of Gamma Zeta, the Lebanon Elementary
School staff as well as Mary’s children.

Gamma Eta (DuPage County) The chapter celebrated its

50th Anniversary on May 11, 2018. Chapter President
Lois Mueller created a “Looking Back” survey in which
members shared memories from their earliest days
in teaching. It also listed favorite activities of chapter

Gamma Phi

Members
met at in September with a Lasagna dinner prepared
by a small committee. All participants secretly paid
for their dinner. The profits provided a great money
raiser for the chapter! Chapter Grants were awarded at
another meeting to 1st, 2nd, or 3rd year SEE teachers
for their classroom needs. Members commemorated
the chapter’s founding which was 42 years ago on
November 14, 1976! Women’s Breast Health was the
program topic for the month.
(Bureau, Henry, & Stark Counties)

Illinois (Lambda) State
New Members
There were forty-seven new members inducted this
past fall. With verification from the chapters, they will
be featured in the 2019 spring Newscaster.
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“Rediscover Cuba”
A Cultural Exploration
Teresa Maguire
International Projects Committee Chair

The necessary forms, brochures and a webinar are in place to sign up for Illinois (Lambda) State’s International
Projects Educational Tour. All of the arrangements have been made for an exciting 8-day, 7-night tour to the
Island country of Cuba. The tour scheduled for March 20-27, 2019, is a Collette Vacation scheduled through
Lifestyle Tours of New Harmony, Indiana.
The trip consists of a very interesting tour of Cuban Cultural sites, art, music, cuisine, education, sugar cane
and cigars. Attendees will spend 3 nights at Cuba’s pristine beaches of Cayo Santa Maria, savor a 4-night stay
in historic Havana, and get a look at the work and life of Cuban artist Jose Fuster. There will be an opportunity
to visit a performing arts school and interact with the students as well as learn about the Cuban national dance,
Danzon, and maybe a Salsa dance lesson as well!
It is suggested that attendees take gifts for the students and/or teachers. If you or your chapter would like to
participate, please bring school supplies, books (English or Spanish), hard candies, art supplies or even some
clothing items. This will be a trip of a lifetime as Cuba has been isolated from the other parts of the world and
doesn’t have the resources that we are used to and have at our disposal. Attendees will need a Passport and
Visa. Please be mindful of things that are not allowed through airport screening.
This trip is not full and Lifestyle Tours is still accepting reservations. The cost of the trip is $4,099 for a double
room and $4,899 for a single room. A $500 deposit must be sent with your reservation. Brochures and
reservation forms are available in digital format, or postal mail from the tour manager Tracy Wilson. She can
be contacted at www.lifestyletoursonline.com or (812)-682-4477. The information is also posted on the Illinois
(Lambda) State Website: www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Teresa Maguire at temche216@gmail.com or Tracy at
tracylifestyletours@gmail.com.

