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White Roses

Welcome New Initiates

In memory of those who have gone before us ~
Our Teachers ~ Our Mentors ~ Our Sisters~
Our Friends ~ Forever in our hearts.

Alpha Delta
Kimberly Malinowski
Deidra Taylor-Cubias
Beta Beta
Joan Beck

Nu

Jeanette A. Hart

Beta Pi
Ashley Kitson

Betty Jean Steinbach
Mildred Pemberton

The Will-South Cook
Coordinating Council

Xi
Pi

Grace Arlene Harrenstein

The Will-South Cook Coordinating Council's
breakfast took a look at legislation and how it
impacts
educators.
The theme
"Women
Educators
Standing
Strong" took
on a new
meaning.

Reta Riley
Nancy Baker
Joan Swick

Alpha Beta
Alpha Kappa
Alpha Upsilon
Beta Epsilon

Constance J. Meyer
Terry L. Patton

Beta Omega

06/04/2017
07/14/2017
08/16/2017
04/01/2017
05/17/2017
06/24/2017
06/13/2017
06/12/2017
02/10/2017

2017-2019
Lambda State Officers
President: Dr.

Debra LeBlanc - pres.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com

First Vice President - Educational Excellence Chair: Beverley

Johns - vp1.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
Second Vice President - Membership Chair: Dr. Joan Róg - vp2.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
Corresponding Secretary - Visitation Chair: Dr. Margaret Trybus - corrsec.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Dr. Felisha Parsons - rs.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com

Related Personnel
Treasurer: Sharon Vinson - sjvins4@gmail.com

‘
Executive Assistant: Dr. Kammie Richter - ExecAssistLambdaSt@gmail.com
Parliamentarian: Carolyn Godby - recgodby@itv-3.com
Newscaster Editor: Pat DeWitt - editor.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
Webmaster: Rene DeGuzman - webmaster.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com
PD Coordinator: Cheryl Cox - pd.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com

Websites
Lambda State: www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/
International: www.dkg.org
www.facebook.com/LambdaStateofDeltaKappaGammaSocietyInternational
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DKG – Illinois
Expect Great Things
Dr. Debra LeBlanc
2017-2019
Annie Webb Blanton said “Be progressive. Keep up

with the moving world while not discarding what in
the old has value. But, don’t cling to the old when its
worth has passed. Don’t be a person so set in your
views that nothing can change you.” True then and
even more true now. Our theme for this biennium is
DKG•Illinois•Expect Great Things. I am enthusiastic
about the possibilities ahead of us, but I do not want
to devalue what came before. We are coming into
a time of change for our Society, especially at the
international level which will impact us at the state and
chapter levels. I believe we need to position ourselves
to make the most of the “new normal” vs. what is being
left behind. I want us to encourage taking risks and
to welcome change and allow it to happen. I want us
to challenge our chapter members to bring the Seven
Purposes to the forefront and let our voices be heard!
The secret society of DKG is no more!
This biennium will focus on Leadership Development,
Programs, Membership, and Marketing. The Seven
Purposes of DKG will drive our work. Dr. Kammie
Richter, Beverley Johns, and I wrote an article for the
DKG Collegial Exchange explaining this very concept.
We called it “UV Purposes/Making the Unseen Seen.”
We cannot see UV rays, but they are around us at
all times. Like DKG International, Lambda State is
going to refresh and refocus on what is important at all
levels of the Society. Several ways to be more visible
include updating our Website, volunteering for school
and community projects, offering child and elder care
for members during our meetings, and establishing
a marketing campaign. Please take a few moments
to read more in the Collegial Exchange. In the next
months, you will hear more about the initiatives behind
the focus areas. The new committees have met, and
I am so pleased with the ideas that have been shared
that will result in noteworthy events, projects, and
workshops for all our members and future members.
The Strategic Action Plan for Renewal 2017-2018
is completed, and I believe reflects the progressive
action needed to open the box of Lambda State flap

by flap, by flap, by flap
with the anticipation
of what is inside!
We offer leadership,
service, empowerment, connections, and networks
of opportunity to name a few. We are leading women
educators impacting education worldwide.
The Executive Board Meeting is scheduled for
September 15-16, 2017 at the Holiday Inn & Suites in
Bloomington. Chapter presidents, committee chairs,
past presidents, officers and personnel will come
together to share ideas to move our organization
forward. Everyone will participate in several sessions of
“Ten-minute Takeaways” which focus on our biennium
goals. Committee chairs will present their plans
for the biennium that chapter presidents can share
with members. Don’t forget to mark your calendar
for another exciting event which is the Creative Arts
Retreat planned for October 6-8, 2017 at the beautiful
Lorado Taft Campus in Oregon, IL. You may read more
information about the event in this Newscaster and
find registration information on the Website for both
events. The Legislative Seminar will not be held this
fall. Instead, the committee is considering a workshop
at the State Convention.
Over thirty Lambda State members joined 425 other
talented and energetic women at the Northeast
Regional Conference, July 12-14, 2017 in Windsor,
Ontario, Canada. Carol Hughes, Regional Director,
delivered on her promise of a busy, productive week.
Prior to the conference, members enjoyed seminars
about The Underground Railway and Indigenous
Peoples of the 21st Century. State leaders, Bev
Johns, Joan Róg and I participated in training from
International, and Pat DeWitt learned even more ideas
in her editor session. Regional members participated in
workshops presented by Debbie LeBlanc, Bev Johns,
Marilyn Myers, Jean Tulin, Pat Kubistal and Nancietta
Stocking. Patricia Gaines and Sylvia Olson participated
in the moving opening and closing (continued on page 4)
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DKG – Illinois
Expect Great Things
(continued from page 3) flag ceremonies. Jean Tulin worked
with Carol Hughes to edit the NERC program booklet
while Teresa Maguire, Bev Madsen and Cheryl Horne
sang in the choir. Sue Young was recognized for her
valuable contributions to the musical pieces presented
at the event. Congratulations to Jean Harlow-Truesdell
for DKG funding of her project “Raise A Reader” for
which she received $5,000 for this project. We hope to
hear more about her work as a possible workshop at
the Lambda State Convention in April, 2018.

All Lambda State women are true leaders! I am thrilled
and honored to work with each of you. Illinois has long
been viewed as a progressive and thriving state in
DKG. I look forward to even greater opportunities for
our members and non-members as we achieve and
celebrate great things with our primary goals being
Leadership Development, Programs, Membership,
and Marketing.

DKG International is accepting nominations applications
for international committees with service beginning in
2018-2020. Illinois has always been well represented
at the international level, and I strongly encourage
you to go to the Website and review the criteria and
consider applying.

Communications and Publicity Committee
Mary Jane Sterling
Communications and Publicity Committee Chair

Did you know…
•…there’s a list of chapter “Program and Project Ideas” available on the Educational Excellence page of
the Lambda State Website?
•…you can receive your copy of the Newscaster via e-mail? Just go to the home page of the Lambda
State Website and click in the red box to register for the electronic version.
•…it’s okay to post your Chapter Rules online?
•…when you have a question about a computer program or a technology issue, a great resource is a
YouTube video?
•…you need written permission to post pictures and copyrighted art work on your Website as well as
the Lambda State Website? There are attorneys out there trolling for violators; don’t get sued. Find the
“Permission to Post” forms on the Forms page (#28) of the Lambda State Website.
•…you can find free graphics which can be posted on your Website through “Get Connected?” On the
International Website, www.dkg.org - go to Committees> Communications and Publicity> “Under Helpful
Hints” click on Copyright Primer> Scroll down to “Places to Find Images You Can Use.”
•…when a member of your Chapter gets published in a DKG publication or other source, she will be
recognized at the next Lambda State Convention? Just complete the “Lambda State Survey of Published
Authors Form,” found on the Communications and Publicity page of the Lambda State Website.
Didn’t find your question? Have a better answer? Contact your Communications and Publicity
Committee Chair at commpub.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com.

Fall 2017 					Lambda State Newscaster 					Page 5

DKG Will Pay You to Learn!
Fran Plude
Scholarship Committee

Would you like to take watercolor painting lessons, learn how to knit, take an elementary creative math class,
work toward your master’s degree, or begin your Ph.D? Lambda State can help fund your learning project. If
you want to take as little as six semester hours or one academic year of foreign or domestic study, then apply
for Lambda State’s Scholarships. If you want to improve your personal or professional knowledge, then apply
for a Lambda State Stipend.
Lambda State has money! You need to apply to be considered for scholarships or stipends. Go to the Lambda
State Website, www.deltakappagamma.org/IL/ and click on “Committees,” then click on the Scholarship link.
Specific forms, directions for completion and rubrics are located there. Complete the form that applies to you.
All applications and documents should be returned in an electronic folder to the address listed on the form
before January 9, 2018.
There is more . . . You must have been a DKG member for three years. You can also apply if you are
retired as we are Life-long Learners. Scholarships are for those classes you will take after the Lambda State
Convention, and within the following two years. Stipends are used to pay for a class, project, or activity that
you have completed. Read the forms and comply with all the specific details. Apply! Good Luck!
DKG International has money for scholarships, too! The International Website, www.dkg.org, has all the
information you need to apply.

Scholarship Committee News
Ursula Sihocky

The

Scholarship Committee awarded three
scholarships at the Lambda State Convention in
April.
Maria Black, Beta Epsilon Chapter, received
a $1,500 Emilie U. Lepthien Scholarship for
coursework in school administration and a
$200 Emma Reinhardt Scholarship for her
involvement in Delta Kappa Gamma.
Rhiannon Bridgeman, Gamma Upsilon
Chapter, also received a $1,500 Emilie U.
Lepthien Scholarship for coursework in school
administration.
Darlene Attiah, Alpha Chi Chapter, received a
$1,600 scholarship for a graduate program in
Medical Physiology.
Congratulations to these ladies who are fine
examples of Lambda State members who are
receiving financial support for graduate study.
They are also eligible for International scholarships
for either study at the master’s degree level or for
work at the doctoral level.

Special study stipends were also awarded to three
members at the Lambda State Convention in April.
Sue Stewart Ade, Phi Chapter, received a $550
stipend for attending the Rhododendron Road
Writers’ Workshop held in North Carolina.
Sue Dion, Alpha Lambda Chapter, received a
$600 stipend for attending a Certified Zentangle
Teacher Training Seminar in Rhode Island.
Dr. Ayana Whaley-McGhee, Beta Beta Chapter,
received a $450 stipend for coursework toward
a superintendent endorsement.
Congratulations to these Lambda State members
who are developing skills which promote
professional and personal growth. Stipends are
awarded by Lambda State, not International.
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Ten Educational Projects Awarded Stipends from
the Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies
Marilyn Myers, Vice-Chair
Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies, Inc.

Board members of the Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies, Inc. met in May to conduct Foundation
business. It was reported that Alpha Delta, Gamma Xi, Upsilon and Alpha Beta chapters received BOX TOPS
FOR EDUCATION during the April Lambda State Convention to donate to the schools designated by their
members. All rose pendants have been sold; but the foundation will proceed with the sale of red pin badges.
Invited guests were Debra LeBlanc, incoming Lambda State President, and Jan Ellen Shawgo, newly elected
Director. Peggy Brown was unable to attend.
Members reviewed the evaluations of the November 2016 stipends before considering applications for
current funding. The following proposals were funded:
CHAPTER STIPENDS

INDIVIDUAL STIPENDS

Beta Phi (Kay Burton) received $700 for “Book
Angels,” a community service literacy project that
gives books to underprivileged children in an effort to
improve their chances of achieving success at school.

Teresa Cameron (Omicron) received $1,000 for “Our
Character Counts” celebrating right choices made by
students utilizing their Character Counts Program.

Alpha Zeta (Mary Kay Gatchel) was awarded
$775 for the application 3rd Grade ChromeBooks.
ChromeBooks will be used daily at Meridian
Elementary School along with digital lessons including
online educational programs, research and games
targeting specific student needs.
Nu (Mary Jane Sterling) received $1,500 for “Cultural
Tales – Middle-Eastern People, Here and Abroad.”
Members and Middle-Eastern guests will share
personal experiences from Egypt and countries of SW
Asia utilizing storybooks, music, dance, language,
customs and geography. This is the eighth (8th) in a
series of cultural studies arranged by Nu Chapter.
Beta Beta (Patricia Rinkenberger) received $1,241
for their “Grasshopper Project,” an extension of two
previous proposals. Science students will experience
scientific investigation and methods, collaboration/
communication, teamwork, presentation and inquiry
by examining the morphology of grasshoppers. The
project utilizes student-driven, hands-on dissection
classes.
Beta Beta (Camille Genewich) received $400 for
“Gifts from the Heart.” Working with Together We
Cope Social Service Agency, Tinley Park, Beta Beta
sponsors an afternoon for children from families in
need to create gifts for their families, thus experiencing
the joy of giving and thinking of others.
Beta Beta (Patricia Rinkenberger) received $640 for
Child Assessment Tools to Support South Suburban
Family Shelter. The chapter intends to work with
the shelter continuing the staff project, Safe From
the Start, which lost previous financial support.
Foundation's funding would purchase the Ages and
Stages Questionnaire as well as Parenting Stress
Index assessment tools for evaluation. These
instruments can be duplicated for future use.

Teresa Cameron (Omicron) received a second
stipend in the amount of $800 for her proposal titled
“iPads for Education.” Use of the iPads will help
prepare students for future classroom environments.
The iPads will remain in the classroom.
Pam Painter (Chi) received $805 from the Lottie
Skidmore Account for her project titled “Graphic
Novels - A Hook into Reading.” Graphic novels are
the current hook for students in the middle grades and
junior high setting. The books will be part of the White
Hall Township Library and an enticement for reluctant
readers to visit the library and enjoy reading.
Suzanne Perkins (Beta) received $1,294 for a plan,
“Books That Work for Struggling Readers.” Purchase
of books from Pioneer Valley Books Company will be
part of classroom literacy libraries supporting special
needs students in grades K-2. This is a first-time
stipend request and funds were taken from the Lottie
Skidmore Account designated for library-related
projects.
The 2013-2017 board members of the Lambda
State Foundation for Educational Studies, Inc.
thank all chapters and members who submitted
stipend applications. The Board urges all chapters
and members to check the Lambda State Website,
deltakappagamma.org/IL/, for the current application
form and consider applying for funding of projects
designed to improve education in Illinois. The Board
especially encourages members to apply for NEW
projects as well as projects related to the fine arts.
The Pat Ostewig Fund is specifically designated for
funding such projects. Deadline for ALL applications
online is November 1.
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The Reading Corner
Suzy Perkins
Lambda State Literacy Chair

The Literacy Committee is excited to announce

“Notes”
From the Music Committee
Edith Dwinnells
Committee Member

two book selections for the 2018 Lambda State
Convention in Lombard, IL. Lambda State
members are encouraged to read one or both
selections and join others at convention for these
book discussions.

The 2018 Lambda State Convention is right around
the corner, and the Music Committee invites you
to join the Lambda State Chorus. It is a wonderful
experience where you can meet new friends and
renew acquaintances.

The first selection, Wonder by R.J. Palacio, is a
juvenile fiction book with an important message
for everyone and will resonate with educators as
they tackle the issues of bullying and acceptance.
The movie version of this book wiil be coming
out in mid-November.

The committee is making an urgent plea for
participants to establish another Lambda State
Instrumental Ensemble. The ensemble has always
added a special touch to Convention! Please
give this some serious thought and consider
joining the ensemble. Forms for both the Chorus
and Instrumental Ensemble can be found on the
Lambda State Website at www.deltakappagamma.
org/IL/.

The second book, The Courage to Teach:
Exploring the Inner Landscape of a Teacher’s
Life, is by Parker Palmer. A 20th Anniversary
edition of this book will be available at the end of
August. The committee hopes members will find
this book inspiring and uplifting as it honors and
celebrates the teaching profession.

Please share your time and musical talents at the
Lambda State Convention where you can “Expect
Great Things!”

Great Things
Come in all Shapes and Sizes
Pam Painter, Chair, Achievement Award

The Achievement Award could be presented to you or a colleague. Who in your chapter is doing great
things at the state level to promote the mission of DKG and Lambda State? She should be nominated to
receive the Lambda State Achievement Award at our State Convention in April 2018. Nominations may
be submitted by a chapter or an individual chapter member.
The criteria for the Lambda State Achievement Award is found in Standing Rule 1.26. Primary consideration
will be given to service and dedication to the Society at the STATE level. Other consideration will be given
to participation at the regional and international levels as well as consideration for service outside the
Society, if the service reflects the Seven Purposes. An unsuccessful nominee may be submitted again if
the criteria is met. Personnel (appointed or employed), Lambda State elected officers, past Lambda State
Presidents, committee chairs, and the Chair of the Foundation Board are not eligible to receive the award.
Refer to the Lambda State Bylaws - Articles VI and IX for eligible positions. The nomination form is found
on the Lambda State Website, deltakappagamma.org/IL/.
Nominations are due to Pam Painter, achieve.lambda.ilstate@gmail.com, by December 15, 2017.
Let’s have a number of nominations to vote upon as we recognize our “behind the scenes” Lambda State
leaders.
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Technology for Innovative Learning Seminar
Margaret Trybus, Chair

The Taming Technology for Innovative Learning
Seminar, held at Bradley University, June 19-21
was attended by 30 members and 13 non-members.
Although the numbers of attendees was lower than
past years, those in attendance recognized that
the presenters were “competent, understandable,
and patient,” given the new technologies that were
presented.
Twenty-two sessions highlighting ways to personally
improve technology skills, and ways to use technology
to enhance teaching and learning were provided.
Google Applications, Excel, SMART Notebook, QR
Codes, Genealogy, and Decluttering were some of
the sessions that challenged and inspired attendees.

Dr. Margaret Trybus introduces
Ben Vandenberg - Project Discovery: a Student
Symposium - Vocabulary.com for the Classroom
Using Google Classroom

Dr. Patricia Kubistal
Gotcha! Your Friendly
Computer Hacker

Also impressive was the addition of students from
area elementary, middle, and high schools that
“wowed” attendees with their skill, knowledge, and
enthusiasm to use technology to learn in ways that
exude innovation.
Thank you to the Communications and Technology
Committee for planning and organizing the event,
to International for the Cornetet Grant they awarded
Lambda State, and to those members who promoted
and attended the Seminar. The Technology Committee
is reviewing the time of the year and location to
consider ways to increase attendance in the future.

Attendees learn how students use
technology in the classroom

Beverley Johns
Need to DeCutter - Too
Much Stuff?

Jennifer Spreecher
Websites for Enhanced
Classroom Curriculum
Grades 7-12

Angela Tagaris
Creating QR Codes

DJ Rudd
Google Drive, Google Drive for
Teachers, Budgeting with Google
Sheets

Participants learn and practice technology
for personal use as well as classroom use.

Jean Tulin
Smart Learning Suite,
Smart Notebook,
Microsoft Word for
Communication &
Publicity
Personal Development:
Gaining Confidence,
Android/iPhone Cell
Phone Apps
Dinner at Jonah’s Seafood Restaurant
Dr. Margaret Trybus, Angela Tagaris, Sue, Linda Adcock,
Bev Johns, Jackie Bainter, Sharon Vinson, Dr. Kammie Richter,
Sue Dion, Pat DeWitt, Elaine Pierce

Mary Jane Sterling
Personal Development: Gaining Confidence
Excel Formulas, Genealogy,
PowerPoint
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BONJOUR LAMBDA STATE
Sylvia Olson

Take five Lambda State members plus two special
husbands; add twenty-eight other new friends from all
over the U.S, Australia, Puerto Rico and Peru; include
an informational tour manager and an excellent bus
driver; and you get a wonderful Canadian adventure.
On July 16, 2017 the group arrived and spent two days
in Montreal. Then they traveled to Quebec City, spent
a relaxing day in Ottawa, enjoyed a memorable day
in Rockport cruising through the 1,000 islands (only a
few of them!) and then ended their tour in Toronto with
a trip to Niagara-on-the-Lake and a final “wet” cruise
at the base of Niagara Falls. They were up early each
day and off for adventures on their big orange bus!
The group enjoyed city tours and the cruise, shopped
at the underground mall in Montreal, and visited
beautiful churches and special sites during their stay
in Canada. Quebec City had so much history in the
old section of the city. They ate breakfast at the Sugar
Shack and learned about maple syrup production.
While visiting the Albert Gilles Boutique and Museum,
they learned about copper mining and designing.

Ursula and Margie

Steve and Sylvia Olson

They also saw and purchased lovely copper art. In
Ottawa the group strolled through the Byward Market,
ate “beavertail” pastries hot off the grill, and toured
the city. Their next stop was Rockport on the border
between US and Canada with a relaxing cruise. The
final leg of their tour was in Toronto with its tall and
imposing skyscrapers and multitude of people of
all nationalities. They looked up to see the Toronto
Tower, saw the Olympic Dome, and once again rode,
cruised, and walked many steps to enjoy the flavors
and sights of the city. On the group’s final day they
experienced the power of the majestic Niagara Falls.
They also traveled to Niagara-on-the-Lake where
they saw many vineyards and learned about ice wine
which is produced there in the winter.
The tour was fabulous and will be remembered by
Lambda State travelers Margie Barban, Sylvia and
Steve Olson, Teresa and Chet Maquire, Ursula
Sihocky, and Teta Minuzzo. Merci to Margie and
the International Projects Committee for planning a
memorable Lambda State adventure.

Tour Guide and Teresa

Teta and Margie

Chet & Teresa Maguire, Teta Minuzzo, Margie Barban,
Ursula Sihocky, Sylvia & Steve Olson
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Northeast Regional Conference
Windsor, Ontario, Canada
July 12-14, 2017

Northeast Regional Director
Carol Hughes - Illinois

Members of the
Karen Schuessler Singers

Flag Presentation - “Impacting the World and Its Cultures”

Speaker Charlene Bearhead
The Truth, Our Truth

Ontario Night - Dr. Debra LeBlanc,
Linda Adcock, & Beverley Johns

Speaker Dr. Rosann Runte
Impacting World Education
with DKG

Shelly Gilbert
United States
Forum Keynote Speaker

Ontario Night
Teta Minuzzo & Loryann Eis

Ontario Night - Luann Moth, Arlene Mueller,
Jean Keeney, & Jill Carlson

Dr. Patricia Edwards
Educator’s Book Award
Recipient

International President
Carolyn Pittman Announces
Achievement Award
Recipient

Ontario Night
Bev Madsen & Mary Hafertepe

Ontario Night
Debbie Habas & Kathy Zeller

Dr. Debra LeBlanc
Congratulates
Achievement Award Recipient
Dr. Lyn Babb Schmid
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Northeast Regional Conference
Windsor, Ontario, Canada
July 12-14, 2017

Dr. Vivienne Collinson
The Arctic Its Beauty and Problems

Carol Hughes and the Texas Delegation
Invited Everyone to Austin in 2018

Current President and Past Presidents of Lambda State
Patricia Gaines, Loryann Eis, Dr. Debra LeBlanc, Carol Hughes,
LaVonne Chaney, Sylvia Olson, Antoinette Minuzzo

Illinois Gathering
Nancietta Stocking, Dr. Patricia Kubistal, Joan Róg

Sylvia Olson Passes the
Presidential Torch to
Dr. Debra LeBlanc

Cheryl Horne, Dr. Debra
LeBlanc, Jackie Bainter

Carol Hughes
Receives Roses
From Her Husband, Pete

Illinois Gathering
Jean Tulin, Sylvia Olson, Bobbie Finn

Ten-minute Takeaway - Ten Minutes of Ten Tips to a Clutter Free Life
with Beverley Johns and Marilyn Myers

Impacting the World With Music Banquet
Carol Hughes
Dances to the Music

Mike Stevens
Speaker/Performer

Northeast Regional Chorus
Illinois Teresa Maguire - Member of Chorus Trio

Northeast Regional Director Carol
Hughes is Well Protected by
Canadian Mounties
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Illinois Chapters
Expect Great Things
Alpha (DeKalb, Lee, & Ogle Counties) Chapter Program
Chair Tammy Judkins and Literacy Chair Kathy
Reid worked on programs that combined reading with
programs dealing with local history. Members visited
the Joseph Glidden Homestead in DeKalb, the home
of the inventor of barbed wire. They explored the home
and learned of the ongoing archeological dig on this
site. They also read the novel Angie of Garfield Farm
by Ann Brack-Johnson. Ann spoke to the chapter about
the process of writing and researching the story of the
Garfield family and their young daughter Angie, who
settled in a nearby community during the 1800’s. The
theme focused on women’s rights and anti-slavery.
The story came to life for chapter members when
they toured the Garfield Farm Museum in Campton
Township, the setting for this story.

Zeta (Boone & Winnebago Counties) The chapter enjoyed

Beta

Iota (Cook County) The chapter is looking forward to a

Chapter members shared their
impressions of Fredrik Backman’s book, A Man Called
Love, during their annual book discussion at Barnes
and Noble Book Store in Bloomington. Earlier in the
summer the chapter toured the Funk Prairie Home
Museum as well as the Funk Gem and Mineral
Museum in Shirley, IL. The
world’s largest one-man rock
collection in the world can
be found at this museum.
The elegant Victorian home
was completed in 1864 and
stands proudly as a symbol
of the Funk Family that made
agricultural history in the late
1800’s. Following the meeting,
members donated 90 books to
the “Books for South Africa Project,” founded in 2004
by member Dorothy Kennett.

Delta

(McLean County)

The
summer was an informative and fun time for members
of the chapter. They traveled to Kimswick, Missouri in
June for a lunch at the Blue Owl followed by shopping
and a tour of the Anheuser Busch home. Their executive
board met to plan all activities and meetings for 20172018. A special luncheon was held in July at Our Lady
of the Snow Shrine followed by a tour and discussion of
the East St. Louis race riots which happened a hundred
years ago. A book discussion on The Nightingale by
Kristin Hannah was held at the Abbey in Belleville, IL
in August.
(Jefferson, St. Clair, & Washington Counties)

a summer meeting at Nicholas Conservatory in
Rockford. Member Lisa Normoyle took the group on a
guided tour of the Bruce Munro Lights Display. Retired
members brought school supplies for the active chapter
teachers for their classrooms.

Eta

(Cook County) The
chapter is proud to have
two 50-year members,
Barbara Meyer and
Irene Homberger. They
were both presented
certificates
at
their
chapter’s annual May
dinner meeting.

year of exciting programs. They invite other chapters to
join them for their first meeting at Concordia University
on Saturday, September 9 at 9:00 AM in the Alumni
Room. Dr. Michelle Morkert, a professor of women’s
and gender studies, will present a program on The
Legacy of Women’s Leadership: Imagining the Future
by Honoring the Past. Anyone wishing to attend may
RSVP to Angela Tagaris at angela.tagaris@cuchicago.
edu by September 2. The chapter is also planning an
outing at the Naper Settlement in Naperville as well
as a Dickens’ Christmas program along with Ruth
Dalenberg’s authentic display of a Dickens’ Village and
special British meal. The chapter has ongoing service
projects such as collecting books for children in need,
pop can tabs for Ronald McDonald House, and toiletry
items for women’s shelters, as well as volunteering at
the Greater Chicagoland Food Depository.

Kappa

Nine chapter members and two
guests attended a tour and viewed many animals,
followed by a luncheon
at the Lamb’s Farm
in
Libertyville
for
their end-of-the-year
meeting. The farm is
unique in that much
of the work from ticket
selling, building and
fence repairs, feeding
and taking care of the
animals, and working
in their various shops
(Cook County)
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(continued) is done mostly by special needs
residents at the facility. It was a grand day for the tour
and an enlightening experience for all.

Mu (Mercer & Rock Island Counties) In May chapter members

enjoyed a guided tour and art activity at the Figge Art
Museum along with Beta Epsilon members as part of
a bi-chapter event. Summer activities have included a
trip across the Mississippi River on the Channel Cat
River Taxi for lunch at Lagomarcino’s Confectionery,
and a July brunch meeting of chapter committees to
plan for the coming year.

Nu (Peoria County) Chapter members and guests recently
gathered for an hour-and-a-half cruise up the Illinois
River, under bridges, past historical sites and saw lots
of wildlife. The program presented during the cruise
contained many reminders with new information for the
members. Betty Jean Steinbach was remembered
with a red-white-and-blue lei honoring her service in
the U.S. Navy; those present sang Anchors Away as
the lei was tossed in the river.
Omicron (Grundy, LaSalle & Putnam Counties) Literacy Chair

Paula Freepartner presented
chapter
member
Teresa
Cameron with Omicron’s $500
Martha’s Books Award. Teresa,
a reading specialist at Herman
E. Dummer School in Sandwich,
purchased new reading materials
for the 4th and 5th grades.
Rebekah Varland of Marseilles
received a $1,000 Grant-in-Aid
and Kathryn Varland of Marseilles received a $1,000
Recruitment Grant. Both are graduates of Ottawa
High School. The chapter also awarded $200 stipends
to members Lindsey Muzzarelli, Nancy Dillow and
Melanie Elias to be used in their classrooms or schools
as they see fit. All of these awards are funded by the
chapter’s blueberry project and the sale of Community
Days coupon booklets.

Rho (Kendall & Will Counties)

Members Tessie Heath
(45 years), Nancy Louck
(50 years) and Nancy
Ruby (45 years) were
honored for a combined
140 years of membership!

Upsilon

(Iroquois

&

Kankakee

High school senior Cailie
Morgan was presented with Upsilon
Chapter’s $500 Recruitment Grant
at a recent meeting.
Counties)

Phi (Christian, Montgomery,
Sangamon, & Shelby Counties)

Through the generous
donations
from
its
members, the chapter
purchased supplies for
sixty-three school kits,
paid for shipping costs,
and provided two student
desks.
Members
(as
pictured) Carol Smith,
Helen Mings, and Sharon Neumann shopped for
and delivered the items to the Marion Medical Midwest
Mission Distribution Center in July.

Psi

(Edwards,
Hamilton,
Saline,
Wayne, & White

Gallatin,
Wabash,
Counties)

Members met with State
Visitor Barbara Bergdolt
for breakfast and a review
of the chapter. The end-ofthe-year meeting was held
at Barkley Lake to plan
for the upcoming year. A
scholarship was awarded with funds raised during the
past year. A new member was also recruited.

Alpha Beta (Livingston, Marshall, & Woodford Counties) The

chapter met in June to plan a variety of programs for
the year. They include Zentangle Time with Sue Dion,
Experiences in Global Health and Trends in Global
Health Education with a medical doctor who teaches
at the University of Illinois College of Medicine, and
Sustainable Farming with a local farmer. One of the
programs will focus on reading and discussing a book
selected by the Lambda State Literacy Committee,
another will have members playing a game to
determine if they “are smarter than a fifth grader,”
and member Chastity Pick will present a hands-on
program featuring STEM activities.
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Alpha Delta (Cook County) The chapter has exciting
news to share. Check-out their Weebly Website for
info about two of their newest members: Kimberly
Malinowski and Deidra Taylor-Cubias. Give a shoutout to four members celebrating 40+ years: Dr. Jayne
Swiatek and Diane Zmaczynski both 45 years,
Roberta Sue Metz and Loretta Nolan both with 40
years. Chapter President Donna Soukup completed
her fourth year of volunteering at Darien District 61,
Mark DeLay K-2 building.
Alpha Zeta (Macon, Moultrie, & Platt Counties) The chapter

and Shiela Rambo, third grade teacher at Meridian
Elementary School in Blue Mound, Illinois, would like
to thank the Lambda State Foundation for the grant
Sheila used to purchase 4 Chromebooks and Google
apps to be used by her third grade teaching team.
Member Cara Gatchel has been appointed to the ISBE
Professional Development Processes Committee for
the 2017-2018 year.

Alpha Theta

(McHenry County) During their Executive
Board Meeting, chapter member Denese Anderson,
Library Media Director in
Crystal Lake, highlighted
features of the Website
and Facebook page she
set up for their library
branch. These tools,
designed to enhance
communication
within
the chapter, will offer
basic information like
meeting dates and times and will provide a link to the
Lambda State Website.

Alpha Iota (Vermilion County) The chapter program
committee recently met in Danville at Jocko’s Pizza Inn
to plan meetings for the upcoming year. A tour/lunch
at the Clabber Girl Museum and a tour of Candles
Holocaust Museum (both in Terre Haute, Indiana) are
two of the events planned.
Alpha Mu

(Stephenson County)

Committees know
how
to
have
summer meetings
at the local ice
cream shop.

Alpha

Nu

(Lake

County)

Members met at The Chocolate
Sanctuary Restaurant for an
executive board meeting and
lunch recently. The meeting
culminated with birthday wishes
and ice cream for treasurer
Dee Cavenaugh. Also shown
is
Nominations
Co-chair,
Facebook Administrator, and Web Watcher/Web
Master Amy Winandy.

Alpha Rho

(Henderson,
Knox & Warren Counties)

The chapter honored 40year members Phyllis
Harrell, Sheryl Hinman
and Janet Shinkle as
well as 45-year member
Phyllis Harrell, Sheryl Hinman & Carol Bowman Carol Bowman.
Members Julie Rickets, Jessica Winters and
Charlotte Ackerman were nominated by their students
as excellent teachers and were honored by Burlington
Hawkeye School.

Alpha Sigma (Cook County) Members enjoyed a day at
the Shedd Aquarium in Chicago. A luncheon meeting
was held at the Soundings Cafe with window seating
and great views of the city followed by a tour of the
exhibits. Apples were awarded to those with perfect
attendance and a crystal apple was presented to
Diane Collier in honor of her retirement. A collection
was taken for the Constance Morris House, a domestic
violence shelter, in La Grange, IL.
Alpha Tau (Macoupin County) The membership invited
members of Chi Chapter to join them for their June
meeting. This is an annual event rotating the places
to gather since Chi was instrumental in getting Alpha
Tau organized in 1948. Award-winning local author/
artist Carla Mayernick presented her book Where is
Abe? for the program. She shared her inspiration for
this wonderfully illustrated children’s book, and pointed
out hidden features she included for her grandchildren.
Alpha Upsilon

(Clark, Crawford, Cumberland, Jasper,
Lawrence, & Richland Counties) Chapter members met in

June to plan programs for the coming year. One of the
programs they planned is a meeting (continued on page 15)
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Alpha Upsilon

(continued from page 14) at the Lincoln
Cabin Historic Site south of Charleston, which was
once the home of Abraham Lincoln’s parents.

Beta Beta

(Cook County) On behalf of the chapter,
member Pat Rinkenberger recently delivered a
carload of school supplies to South Suburban Family
Shelter. The donation will help 60 children in grades
K-12 return to school with a new backpack filled with
most of their needed school supplies. At their May
meeting the chapter celebrated two $1,000 recruitment
grant recipients and a White Rose Ceremony was held
and a memorial read for the chapter’s beloved sister of
40 years, Bonnie Ostarello. Members designed and
created their own silk screen silk scarves in May and
went on a beautiful garden walk in June.

Beta Epsilon

(Mercer, Rock Island, & Whiteside Counties)

AWARDS, GRANTS, and CELEBRATIONS was the
theme of a recent chapter meeting. Four members
of the community and chapter received the chapter
Literacy Award for their work on the “Days for Girls”
Literacy Project. Two outstanding college students
Meg Klocke and Kiersten Timmer each received
$500 chapter Grant-in-Aid awards. Rhonda Koeller
received the Chapter Achievement Award.

Beta Kappa (DuPage County) The chapter presented a
$1,000 Grant-In-Aid Award to Raina Scott, a student
at Illinois Benedictine University. Raina, an elementary
teacher major, will do her student teaching in the fall.
Beta Pi

(Macon, Moultrie, & Platt Counties)

Ashley Kitson was initiated at the May
chapter meeting. A program entitled
“Flower Power” followed the initiation.
The program taught the three Decatur
chapters’ members simple steps in
flower arranging.

Beta Phi

(DuPage County)

In June the chapter Book
Club met at the home of
President Rosie Wolf
to discuss The Nest by
Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney.
Standing: Rosie Wolf, Rosetta Lombardi, Wilma Thomas, Dolores Spiegel.
Seated: Katie Summers, Margaret Peterson

Gamma Alpha (Cook County) Chapter members were
very sad to lose long-time member and friend Carol
Miller. Carol was very active in DKG - in the chapter
and at the state level. At the May chapter meeting
members recommended books for summer reading.
Hostess Alice Vila compiled the recommendations
and sent the list to chapter members.
Gamma Gamma (Cook County) Members participated

in activities this past summer. The Golf Group played at
several locations in the area. The Projects Committee
held a “Pot Luck” for previous grant winners to let them
know the chapter continues to support their efforts in
education. The chapter Book Club selected Wonder
by R.J. Palacio for the members to read. Those who
attended the Technology for Innovative Learning
Seminar at Bradley will give reports at a fall meeting.
The September meeting will feature a “Meeting with
Eleanor Roosevelt,” and chapter members will collect
school supplies for the township.

Gamma Epsilon (Madison County)
Founding
members
Donnie
Calvin and Corrine Podesva each
received their 50-year membership
pin at the May chapter meeting.
The chapter will celebrate its 50Year Anniversary in October.

Gamma Zeta

(Monroe & St. Clair Counties) Members
enjoyed a summer field trip to the renovated 100 yearold St. Louis Central Library. A docent-led tour started
in the Great Hall as members posed with a Salvation
Army uniform which
was part of a World
War I exhibit. The
tour highlighted the
architectural detail
preserved by the
massive two-year
renovation. Discussion of the award-winning library
continued over lunch at the St. Louis Alumni Restaurant
before members headed back to Southern Illinois.

Gamma Upsilon (Edwards, Gallatin, Hamilton, Saline,
Wabash, Wayne, & White Counties) Charter Member Mrs.
Betty VanWinkle was recognized (continued on pg. 16)
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Gamma Upsilon

with a 40year pin during the May chapter meeting. Seventeen
members met in June at the home of Cheryl Cox for
their summer Executive Board Meeting. In early July
seven members, some with their husbands, toured the
Toyota plant in Princeton, IN. Later that month, nine
members traveled to Grand Rivers, KY for lunch at
Patti’s Settlement and a play at Badgett’s Playhouse.
(continued from pg. 15)

Gamma Phi (Bureau, Henry, & Stark Counties) Gamma Phi

along with Omicron held a very successful summer
outing at St. Bede Academy and Abbey. They hosted
a Bake Sale for the “every-Friday-during-summer
Lunch and Bake Sale” in the town park. This was an
opportunity for the chapter to raise money for their SEE

North Central Illinois
Coordinating Council
The North Central Illinois Coordinating Council
which includes Gamma Phi and Omicron Chapters
met on June 21, 2017, at St. Bede Abbey and
Academy in Peru, Illinois. Abbot Philip gave a
presentation on the life, history, and times of
the abbey and academy. The members joined
the monks for noontime prayers. After lunch, Fr.
Dominic gave a presentation on stained glass
windows he found throughout his travels. A portion
of the Monk’s Market was open to purchase
handmade beeswax candles, cook books, and
handmade cards. A walking tour of the grounds
was cut short due to rain and new construction at
the academy.

projects and scholarship funds, to make the public
aware of their contributions to the community, and to
gather as many of their members together just to sit
and enjoy fellowship under the trees instead of holding
a formal meeting.

Delta Gamma (Adams County) The chapter awarded
two Early Educator Grants to local teachers. Brenda
Zessin received reimbursement for a course entitled
“The Growth Mindset: Fostering Resilience and a Love
of Learning.” Two large periodic tables were purchased
for science teacher Dannon Reeves. Chapter members
also met for lunch in early June to plan programs for
the coming year.
State visitors, Patricia Gaines and Pam Rightsel,
joined the group. NCICC’s present board includes
Pam Cochran, Alice Steele, and Esther Tracy,
Gamma Phi and Melva Richards, Mary Sue
Myers, and Linda Ernst, Omicron Chapter.

